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C R E AT U R E  F E AT U R E

by LAURA DOTY, Marketing and Communications Manager

Zambezi River Hippo Camp has a few new residents this month. Three mandrills now call Zambezi home. 
“Babu,” “Kimani” and “Gertrude,” are now on exhibit in the old Patas monkey habitat. Babu, the male, 

came to the Memphis Zoo by way of Granby Zoo in Canada. The 9-year-old is the largest of the three mandrills, 
and also the most brightly colored. Kimani, also a 9-year-old, arrived from the Birmingham Zoo. She’s the 
larger of the two females, and has more of a pink coloration on her nose. Gertrude, the smallest, is seven, and 
also came from the Birmingham Zoo.

“We are delighted to welcome mandrills back to the Memphis Zoo,” said Matt Thompson, Director of 
Animal Programs. “Our trio certainly adds quite a bit of flair to Zambezi River Hippo Camp.”

And what a flair indeed! Mandrills are the largest and most colorful of all Old World monkeys. Males have 
a brighter coloration than females – the brighter the colors, the more dominant the male. These colors show 
up on their face and on their rump. The coloration on the backside helps keep the group together as they travel 
through the dense forest they call home.  

Mandrills are omnivores, and eat a variety of foods, ranging from nuts and seeds to small animals, 
including duikers and tortoises. Males forage on the ground, while females, their young and juveniles forage in 
the trees. As gatherers, they sometimes collect food in pouches inside their cheeks, to eat at a later time. 

These monkeys live in small groups, also known as hordes. These hordes are noisy when they travel and 
forage for food. The average size of a group is around 20 individuals. Each group is led by a single, dominant 
male. The largest documented horde numbered over 1,300 individuals. 
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A Face for Flair
Photo courtesy of Robin Fournier



GIANT PANDA
Chemical Communication
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Have you ever experienced love at first smell?
It’s long been known that odors can affect moods and are often associated 

with experiences. We use smell to tell us certain things about our surroundings. 
The smell of blooming flowers lets us know that spring is on the way and the smell of 
evergreens reminds us of the holidays.

But we are not the only animal that uses smell to gain information about the world. 
Scents are an important aspect of life for most creatures in the animal kingdom. 
Animals use smell to find prey, to sense predators, to identify members of their family 
group, and to find mates. Giant pandas are a great example of this last behavior.

Giant pandas are typically solitary in the wild and only interact when mating. In 
addition, they only get one chance to reproduce every year, making it extremely 
important to find the right mate – or to find a mate at all. During the spring breeding 
season, giant pandas will scent mark and urinate to leave their odor in the environment. 
Scientists believe that giant pandas leave these aromas along well-traveled routes so 
that other pandas can find them. Made up of pheromones, these scent trails are like 
leaving bread crumbs for other pandas to find each other.

But this leaves scientists with an interesting question: What is in this panda perfume?
Abbey Wilson has spent the last 3 years trying to answer this question. Wilson is a 

Ph.D. candidate at Mississippi State University and has been working with the Memphis 
Zoo to help identify what chemicals pandas are using to communicate. And the best 
way to find out what a boy panda likes is to ask him. 

Staff at Zoo Atlanta, San Diego Zoo, Toronto Zoo and Edinburgh Zoo have been 
collecting urine from their female pandas and shipping it to Wilson. She then takes that 
urine and presents it to a male panda and watches for signs of interest. When she sees 
an increase in interest in connection with an increase in a chemical compound, she can 
begin to see the role that compound may play as a potential pheromone. 

The next step will be to analyze the male panda’s reactions and identify the chemical 
compounds that peaked his interest.  Eventually, Wilson and her team will be able to 
use what they learn to create their own synthetic cocktail of compounds to help giant 
pandas reproduce in captivity. Perhaps in the future, a lab-made perfume created with 
the help of Wilson and Memphis Zoo will be added to soft lighting and Barry White to 
help giant pandas get in the mood. 

by ABBEY WILSON AND SUSAN PETRUNIO
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It’s a girl! A big bundle of joy has joined the Memphis Zoo family. “Binti,” 
a Nile hippopotamus, gave birth to a healthy, 76-pound baby girl on 
March 23, 2017.
The infant made her debut on Friday, April 7. The baby, named Winnie, was 

greeted with “oohs and ahhs” from the crowd. The public was also encouraged 
to vote on a name for the little one on the Zoo’s website. Winnie was the 
winner, after more than 23,000 votes were submitted. 
“This is one of our most significant births in a long, long time,” said Matt 

Thompson, Director of Animal Programs. “It’s also incredibly special – as Binti 
and her baby are carrying on our legacy of hippos in their brand-new home, 
Zambezi River Hippo Camp.”

Binti and Winnie are sharing their exhibit with our two other adult hippos, 
“Uzazi” and “Splish” on a scheduled rotation. Please visit the Zoo’s social 
media pages to check on her exhibit status. 
“Binti is an extremely attentive mother, and is very protective of her calf,” 

said Farshid Mehrdadfar, Curator of West Zone. “The little lady follows her 
mom around everywhere, and you can typically find her asleep on Binti’s nose 
or back.”

This infant is the second for mother, Binti, and first for father, “Uzazi.” 
Binti, a 19-year-old female, was born at the Denver Zoo. She arrived in 
Memphis in 2013, from Disney’s Animal Kingdom. Her name means 

“daughter,” or “young lady,” in Swahili. Uzazi, a 16-year-old male, arrived at 
the Memphis Zoo in 2016, in preparation for the opening of Zambezi River 
Hippo Camp. His name is derived from a Swahili word meaning “good parent.”

This is a significant birth for the Memphis Zoo, and for the greater hippo 
population, as only about 79 hippos are currently on exhibit throughout the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. The species is listed as Vulnerable on the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)’s Red List, the most 
comprehensive inventory of conservation statuses.

For more information on Winnie, visit memphiszoo.org/hippo. 

HIP! HIP! 
HIPPO-RAY!

Baby Hippo 
Born at 

the Memphis Zoo

Photos courtesy of  
Farshid Mehrdadfar and Lisa Duren
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About the  
Memphis Zoo Hippos

Memphis, once called the “Hippo Capital 
of the World.” Current hippo “Splish” was 
born on Christmas Day 1988, along with 
her twin, “Splash.” They were born to 
parents “Julie” and “Uebi.” Julie was the 
daughter of “Adonis,” the first hippo to 
reside at the Memphis Zoo.

Adonis and his first mate, “Venus,” 
arrived from Hamburg, Germany in 
1914. They were prolific and had 16 
calves. Local residents were immediately 
infatuated by the creatures and lined up to 
behold their impressive forms within the 
temporary hippo house – Galloway Hall. 
In 1916, an impressive, permanent home 
was constructed to display these wonders 
for the next 40 years. The beautiful 
white-marble, windowed structure and 
accompanying pool was a great source 
of pride for the Zoo. However, over time, 
the remarkable original structure fell into 
disrepair and required replacement. The 
brick structure you saw until recently 
was constructed in 1955, and housed 
the hippos until they moved to the all-
new, $22.4 million Zambezi exhibit in 
April 2016.

Adonis outlived Venus, and two 
additional mates were acquired to continue 
his genetic legacy. During his lifetime, 
Adonis sired more than 25 calves. In June, 
1956, a young pair arrived from Kenya, 
Africa. When they arrived, Zoo staff were 
surprised to learn that instead of a male 
and female, as previously promised, the 
Memphis Zoo received two young females. 
One female was moved into the Hippo 
House, named “Josephine,” and became 
a mate to Adonis (and grandmother to 
current hippo, “Splish”), while the other 
female was transferred via railcar to 
Evansville, Indiana. Julie, the daughter 
of Adonis and “Josephine,” was born July 
8, 1961, and spent her entire life at the 
Memphis Zoo.

When Julie passed away in 2013, the 
Memphis Zoo worked with AZA to acquire a 
new companion for Splish. Binti arrived in 
2013 from Disney’s Animal Kingdom. Uzazi 
also arrived from Disney’s Animal Kingdom, 
in 2016.
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WORLD BINTURONG DAY
SUNDAY

May 14, 2017
10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
FREE, INCLUDED WITH YOUR GENERAL 
ADMISSION

Have you ever 
wondered what a 
binturong smells 
like? Now’s your 
chance to find out! Join us for World Binturong Day, as we 
celebrate these lovable “bear-cats!” In addition to special 
enrichment, there will be fun activities for children! 

ZOOM THROUGH THE ZOO
THURSDAY

May 25, 2017
RACE BEGINS AT 6:30

PRE-REGISTRATION 
$25/4-MILER; 
$20/1-MILE FUN RUN 

RACE DAY
$30/4-MILER;
$25/1-MILE FUN RUN 

Join us for our annual four-mile race and one-mile fun 
run. Participants follow the course through the Zoo and 
Overton Park. What a great way to get active and support 
the Zoo! This race is part of the M-Town Race Series, 
which features the Harbor Town 5K, Gibson 5K and the 
Stars and Stripes 5K. For more information, visit  
https://racesonline.com/events/zoom-through-the-zoo. 

MEMBERS NIGHT
SUNDAY

May 28, 2017
6-9 P.M.
FREE FOR MEMBERS

Members, don’t miss out on this exclusive Members-
only party! We’ll have a special sea lion show at 7 p.m., 
The Budgie House is open until 7 p.m. and the Giraffe 
Feeding Adventure is open at 6 p.m. Don’t forget about 
entertainment in the Courtyard, FREE kiddie rides, Camel 
Excursion (open until dusk) and Stingray Bay (open 
until 8 p.m.). Don’t miss this night of family fun at the 
Memphis Zoo. Please note that Stingray Bay, Camel Rides 
and the Giraffe Feeding Adventure are additional fees. 

EYE SPY DAY
SATURDAY

June 3, 2017
FREE, INCLUDED WITH GENERAL ADMISSION

This family friendly event features a number of different 
stations located at different spots throughout the Zoo with 
activities and games designed to provide children with 
more information about night vision, 3-D, children’s eye 
care and how animals’ eyes work.

This event is FREE with the cost of regular zoo admission. 
Presented by Southern College of Optometry

SPECIAL EVENTS



9EXZOOBERANCE

®

World 
Binturong Day

Zoom 
Through the 

Zoo

Members
Night

Eye Spy Day

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

Flag Day

Father’s Day
First Day  

of Summer

  1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 28 29 30 31

     1 2 3

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S

June

May

zoo camp

zoo camp

zoo camp

zoo camp

zoo camp

Baby Day



10 MEMPHISZOO.ORG

Oh boy! The Memphis Zoo is pleased to announce 
the birth of a baby boy giraffe, “Bogey.” Bogey 
was born on Monday, April 3 at noon, while mother 

“Akili” was on exhibit. The infant was named in honor 
of Steve Bogardy, a long-time Memphis zookeeper, who 
recently passed away.

Akili did not provide appropriate maternal behavior, 
so the Zoo’s animal caretakers have stepped in to hand-
rear the infant. This is not unusual, as Akili is a first-time 
mother.

“Our staff is hard at work, hand-raising our new little 
guy,” said Matt Thompson, Director of Animal Programs. 
“Our team has worked tirelessly around the clock to 
give him the best care available, and he’s already made 
great strides. We hope to have him on exhibit in the 
coming weeks.”

Reticulated giraffes give birth standing. Infants stand 
around six feet tall when born, and weigh over 100 pounds.  
Reticulated giraffes are native to Africa and can grow 
between 15 and 17 feet tall. Females weigh around 2,500 
pounds, while males weigh around 3,500.

BOY, OH BOY! 
Memphis Zoo Announces 

Birth of Baby Giraffe
by LAURA DOTY, Marketing and Communications Manager

Photo courtesy of Abbey Bratcher

About the Memphis Zoo’s Giraffes
The Memphis Zoo’s giraffe herd currently numbers eight. From 1996 to 2006, the Memphis Zoo did not have a single giraffe 

birth. Since 2006, a new giraffe calf has been born every year.  The Memphis Zoo has kept reticulated giraffes in the collection 
since August 1957.

Akili, the mother, was born at the Memphis Zoo in 2010, to mother “Marilyn.” The father, 7-year-old “Niklas,” came to the 
Memphis Zoo in 2015 from the Naples Zoo, in Florida. Bogey is the first calf for both Akili and Niklas.  

In the wild, reticulated giraffes live in loose herds, constructed of family groups. These groups can range from five to 
15 members. The gestation period for a reticulated giraffe is 15 months.
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Find the seven differences 
between the two pictures.

Answer

DID YOU KNOW...

Pandas are only found in China, in the wild.

There are only around  

1,000 giant pandas left in the wild.

The giant panda’s scientific name is Ailuropoda melanoleuca, which means “black and white cat-foot”.

Pandas in captivity can live  

to be around 30 years old.

Bamboo accounts for 99 percent 
of a panda’s diet.

Pandas spend 12 hours 
per day eating.





CAMP
SERIES

-2017-

RISING STAR CAMP
June 12-16  •  June 26-30

For students entering grades 3-5

BROADWAY BOOTCAMP
June 5-9  •  June 19-23

For students entering grades 6-8

TECHNICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE
July 17-21

For students entering grades 9-12 or recent graduates

MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE
July 24-27

For students entering grades 9-12 or recent graduates

SPACE IS LIMITED SO SIGN UP TODAY!
Orpheum-Memphis.com/SummerCamps

GET OUT OF THE SUN AND
 INTO THE SPOTLIGHT!

Don’t miss your chance to learn
from professional theatre artists.
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