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We came out to 
show our support.

We understand. There’s nothing quite like a day at the Memphis Zoo with friends 
and family. FedEx is proud to support this hometown treasure. On your next visit to 
the Memphis Zoo, experience its newest adventure, Teton Trek.
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Cat House Café

What’s New in FOOd at the Zoo!What’s New in FOOd at the Zoo!

Lancer Hospitality, the new food provider 
of all Zoo concession stands, is redesigning 
not only the look of the Zoo’s restaurants, 
but most importantly, the menus! 

Leave the goldfish and turkey sandwiches 
at home. Here’s what you can look forward 
to when you visit this spring:

Cat House Café (open year round)
You’ll find the ultimate in food variety in  

the Cat House Café. 
Sabino’s offers delectable soups, salads 

and sandwiches, like the meaty Tony’s Tripler 
on fresh-baked bread. 

Memphis Grille knows that sometimes 
you just need a juicy hamburger or hot dog, 
not to mention their already Zoo-famous 
sweet potato fries and catfish sandwich! 

If you find yourself running out of steam, 
head over to Zoo Café for some premium  
Starbucks coffee. 

The best part of it all is the tasty, healthy 
options you’ll find for the kids, including a 
choice of carrots or mandarin oranges, as  
well as milk and 100 percent pure fruit juice.

Alton’s Bar-B-Que (seasonal)
Located between children’s rides and the 

Farm, Alton’s Bar-B-Que is serving up the 
finest barbeque this side of the Nile. Menu 
items include house-smoked briskets and 
pulled pork.

China Pavilion (seasonal)
As you exit CHINA, grab an eggroll or 

noodle bowl after a visit with giant pandas  
Le Le and Ya Ya.

The Outpost (seasonal)
As you approach Northwest Passage, stop 

for some hot dogs and turkey leg. And don’t 
forget Flavor Burst soft-serve ice cream!

The possibilities for indulging don’t stop 
there. From late spring through summer, look 
for snack carts around the Zoo carrying  
Dippin’ Dots, funnel cakes, cotton candy  
and more.

Full menus from all concession stands will 
be available soon on memphiszoo.org.

Sabino’s

Alton’s Bar-B-Que

The Outpost

Spring 2010 brings the unveiling of the Zoo’s newest renovation — our food. 
Your experience will be enhanced by the endless possibilities that are  
waiting to feed your growling stomach. 



 

The Voyage of the ArkThe Voyage of the Ark

Conservation Overview

“Similar to the story of Noah, 
we are now facing a deluge  
of habitat destruction and 
pending extinctions around 
the world.”

Pine snake

Everyone is familiar with the biblical  
story of Noah’s ark and his family’s 
heroic efforts to save two of every animal 
from the coming deluge of rain that 
would flood the earth. For nearly two 
centuries, zoos have been metaphorically 
viewed as arks or institutions that serve 
as a last refuge for species on the verge 
of extinction. 

Similar to the story of Noah, we are 
now facing a deluge of habitat destruc-
tion and pending extinctions around the 
world. However, zoos are answering 
this challenge and making similar heroic 
efforts to save species about to be lost 
forever. 

Like Noah’s ark, zoos can maintain 
only a small number of animals per 
species due to space limitations. Hence, 
we have to carefully manage our animal 
populations to maintain genetic diver-
sity and avoid health problems. At any 
one time, 10-20 percent of the animals 
in a zoo’s collection might be travelling 
to another zoo for breeding purposes. 
These moves are carefully managed by 
geneticists and population specialists 
under the umbrella of the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA; www.
aza.org). Each species that is listed as 
endangered by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
is managed by an AZA Species Survival 
Plan (SSP) that helps make recommenda-
tions for breeding and maintaining the 
long-term health and welfare of the  
animals in our collection. The Memphis 
Zoo participates in these SSP programs 

and is an accredited institution within 
the AZA.

There are truly remarkable stories 
of how zoos have evolved over the last 
several decades to become global leaders 
in conservation. A question often posed 
to zoos is, “do the animals ever leave the 
ark?” The answer is a resounding yes! 

Thanks to efforts by zoos around the 
country, species have been reintroduced 
back to nature and are now reproducing  
in the wild, including the trumpeter swan, 
California condor, northern goshawk, 
golden lion tamarin, desert tortoise, 
Puerto Rican crested toad, European  
beaver and lynx, black-footed ferret, 
Wyoming toad, North American gray wolf 
and Arabian oryx, to name a few.

The conservation success stories of 
zoos, aquariums and botanical gardens 
are a valuable example of what can be 
done to stem the tide or deluge of animal 
extinctions around the world. Although 
the challenges before us are daunting, 

like Noah, we must persevere in the face 
of extreme difficulty. The alternative, 
such as never seeing an elephant again, 
cannot be accepted. 

In 1998, the Memphis Zoo created the 
Conservation Action Network (C.A.N.), 
the grants division for supporting local, 
national and international conservation 

projects for endangered species and  
their habitats. The Memphis Zoo raises 
conservation dollars through several 
venues, including operational support, 
wishing well fountains throughout the 
Zoo, individual donors, membership 
add-ons which are directed to the  
conservation fund, donation boxes and 
the annual fundraiser Wild World of 
Wine and Beer.

This year’s Wild World of Wine  
and Beer will be held Friday, April 16. 
Please consider attending or encouraging 
your company to become a sponsor for 
this wonderful wildlife benefit. Together 
we can make a difference!

by Dr. Andy Kouba, Director of Conservation and Research
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Creature Feature

BongosBongos

Giraffe
Grizzly Bear
Gorilla
Hippo
Jaguar
Leopard 

Lion
Meerkat
Orangutan
Otter
Panda
Polar Bear

Puma
Sea Lion 
Snow Leopard
Tiger
Wolf
 

Birds:
Bald Eagle
Flamingo 
Penguin
 

Reptiles and  
Amphibians:
Komodo Dragon
Blue Poison Dart Frog  

Mammals:
Bonobo
Bushbaby
Capybara
Cheetah
Elephant
Gibbon

At the Memphis Zoo, there are lots of animals you can adopt at any time of year. Learn  
more about our adoption program at memphiszoo.org/adoptananimal, or give us a call at 
(901) 333-6767 to adopt any one of the following animals:

Adopt-
An-

Animal

It’s a question that we get all the time 
as we work out on the African Veldt here 
at the Zoo. They’re called bongos, and 
they are one of the largest species of  
antelope in the world.

Bongos come from dense forest areas 
of central and western Africa. Their deep 
chestnut coat with thin vertical white 
stripes along their side is to help camou-
flage them from predators. The horns are 
made of keratin, the same material that 
our fingernails and hair are made of, and 
they are found on both sexes. As these 
animals run through the forest to elude 
predators, they will tilt their heads and 
lay their horns back so they will not get 
tangled up in the brush, which will slow 
them down. Male bongos can weigh up 
to 900 pounds and have a darker brown 
coat with much broader horns.  

Due to habitat loss and hunting for 
meat or horns, bongo numbers have  
seriously declined in the wild. In 2000, 
the bongo was upgraded to a Species  
Survival Plan (SSP) animal by the Associa-
tion of Zoos and Aquariums. This means 
the captive population will be closely 
monitored in order to provide the best  
genetic diversity. Through conservation 
efforts like those made by the Memphis 

Zoo, there are hopes of reintroducing 
captive-bred animals back into the wild. 
Funding valuable research projects and 
field work through the Conservation  
Action Network (CAN) is vital.

The Memphis Zoo was pleased to 
welcome the birth of two calves this 
year. The most recent, a male calf named 
“Prince Bongo,” was born on November 
25, 2009. He received the name Prince 
Bongo through a naming contest by  
Facebook fans. 

After not being cared for by his mother, 
we were forced to bottle feed him to 
ensure his survival. Because we have two 
other breeding females with multiple calf 
experience, we were able to place him 
with a surrogate. 

The female chosen to be his surrogate 
mother was “Bonita,” who was taking  

care of her own two-month-old female 
calf, “Oingo.” Although she would not  
allow him to nurse, she is doing a great 
job showing him how to be a bongo.  

We are very proud of our bongo herd, 
which has grown to seven. Come by and 
watch these two babies as they grow up.

Keeper Andrew 

Smith bottle feeds 

Prince Bongo.

“What are those orange things 
with the white stripes?”

by Andrew Smith,  Zookeeper
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Eye on

ConservationConservation

Mariana	Fruit	dove
Herb Roberts and his team continue 
to work with the fruit dove in the 
Mariana Islands program.

Snow	leopard
Dr. Erin Willis and Zoo researchers 
are discovering ways to save the 
snow leopard and its other sub-
species through research of their 
reproduction.

Mississippi	gopher	frog
The Zoo’s research department  
successfully bred these endangered  
gopher frogs in 2009.

by Allison Abney, Community Relations Specialist

Additionally, the Zoo has worked 
closely with several other organizations 
to produce thousands of endangered 
Wyoming toads and Boreal toads that 
were released into the wild.  

“A lot of zoos do not have amphib-
ian conservation programs,” Kouba said. 
“This is because they aren’t considered to 
be as charismatic as many mammal spe-
cies.” 

In the last couple of decades, many 
species of amphibians have become  
extinct due to a lack of conservation  
efforts. The Memphis Zoo has one of the 
most active amphibian conservation  
programs in the U.S.  

Additional Conservation Projects 
The conservation department has  

recently initiated a new study to under-
stand the reproductive behavior of Amur 
and snow leopards.

“There has been little research done 
on these two types of leopards — but 
more is known about other species/ 

At the Memphis Zoo, conservation and 
research projects are a big part of what 
goes on behind the scenes. The Zoo is in-
volved in several significant conservation 
initiatives here and around the world.  

The Zoo’s conservation department 
is hard at work every day with the task 
of saving species with science. Over the 
past few years, the Memphis Zoo has put 
emphasis on creating partnerships with 
other organizations which has led to the 
success of many initiatives.  

“For any conservation project to be 
successful, it takes multiple partners,” 
said Dr. Andy Kouba, Director of  
Conservation and Research. “It takes  
the combined efforts of many different  
committed entities, connecting zoo-based 
research with field studies.”  

Recently, the Memphis Zoo, in partner-
ship with four other U.S. zoos (Detroit, 
Omaha, Audubon and Miami), successfully 
bred and reared the critically endangered 
Mississippi gopher frog, which has fewer 
than 120 adults surviving in the wild.  

subspecies of leopards,” said Dr. Erin 
Willis, Research Biologist at the Memphis 
Zoo. “Through this study we will be able 
to compare and contrast what we find 
in Amur and snow leopards to the other 
species where more is known.”

Another project currently underway  
is the Mariana Islands program, a trans-
location study for birds that inhabit the 
Mariana Islands.

“Our next trip will be in April. The 
purpose will be to collect specimens 
of Tinian Monarch, Rufous Fantail and 
Bridled White-Eyes for zoo captive  
management programs in the U.S.,”  
said Herb Roberts, Curator at the  
Memphis Zoo.

Read	articles	about	these		

projects	and	many	others	at		

memphiszoo.org/conservation.
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Information line: (901) 333-6600  •  Registration line: (901) 333-6765  •  www.memphiszoo.org/education

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The education department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

Discover more programs  
and get more information at  
memphiszoo.org/education.

‘10EdzoocationEdzoocation
pROgRAMSpROgRAMS

Spring Break Camp 2010 
— Extreme Survivors
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. • march 15-17 and 29-31 
$35/members per day; $45/nonmembers per day

preK-5th (separate programs for age groups)

This year Spring Break Camp will take you 
from winter to summer and back again as we 
explore what amazing things animals will do  
to survive against all odds. 

Stroller Cubs
10 to 10:45 a.m.
$10/members; $15/nonmembers  
(includes one adult and Zoo admission)
recommended ages: 18 months to 4 years old 

Join us for story time, animal visits  
and play time with other children. Adult  
supervision is required. 
March	8,	April	5,	April	26 

NanoDay at the Zoo 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. • march 29
included in Zoo admission

NanoDay is a nationwide festival of  
educational programs about nanoscale  
science and engineering and its potential 
impact on the future. This year, we’re hosting 
a special open house and workshop as a part 
of this national celebration. Join us to learn 
how scientists are using nature as a template 
to model this exciting new technology, and go 
behind the scenes of NanoZoo.

•-
•r •s

•øHomeschool  
Workshops 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$30/members; $40/nonmembers
($5 off if parent assists)

Your mission, should you choose to accept 
it, is to observe and document how animals 
defend themselves against multiple enemies. 
Be sure to tread gently on the natural world to 
ensure your presence is not detected.

United We Sting
They wear their armor 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. Explore with us the other 
equipment and tactics insects use to survive.
March	22	-	PreK/K and 1st/2nd
March	24	-	3rd/4th and 5th-7th

Land of the Free,  
Home of the Fanged

You can find their weapons from head  
to tail. Learn how scorpions, spiders, and 
other arachnids get out of sticky situations.
April	19	- PreK/K and 1st/2nd
April	21	- 3rd/4th and 5th-7th

All for One, Backbones for None
Some animals are brave even without  

a backbone. See how spineless creatures  
can defend, disguise, and even disappear!
May	10	-	PreK/K and 1st/2nd
May	12	-	3rd/4th and 5th-7th 

Junior Zoo Crew
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. • $30/members; $40/nonmembers

ages 10-12 years. registration deadline: 
Wednesday before the program

April	24	-	Scatologists
May	15	-	Botanists

Horticulture Walking Tours
Early Spring Blooms
8:30 to 10 a.m. • march 20 
$10/members; $20/nonmembers  
(includes Zoo admission) • pre-registration  
required for very limited space 

It’s officially the first day of spring! This month  
we will explore the Zoo’s plaza and Once Upon A  
Farm to see early-blooming shrubs, trees and  
herbaceous plants.  

The Plants of the CHINA Exhibit
8:30 to 10 a.m. • april 24  
$10/members; $20/nonmembers  
(includes Zoo admission)
pre-registration required for very limited space

CHINA at the Memphis Zoo is an animal 
exhibit as well as a carefully planned garden. 
During this walk, we’ll look at the beautiful and 
intriguing plants planted here and find out how 
each one fits into Chinese culture and history. Our 
walking tours take place outside, rain or shine. 
Please dress appropriately.

•-
•r •s

•ø•-
•r •s

•ø

•-
•r •s

•ø
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Wild World of Wine and Beer
7 to 10 p.m. • at teton treK
$40/members; $50/nonmembers
for ticKets call (901) 333-6572 or
visit memphisZoo.org.

Support the Zoo’s conservation efforts at the 12th 
annual Wild World of Wine and Beer. Enjoy food, 
wine, beer and a silent auction for artwork from 
some of the Zoo’s very own artists. This event is 
the Zoo’s largest conservation fundraiser and  
supports conservation here and around the globe. 
See the ad on the inside front cover for details.

Migration Day
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
included With Zoo admission

The Memphis Zoo is continuing the tradition of 
taking two global events, International Migratory 
Bird Day and World Turtle Day, and celebrating them 
together on one fabulous occasion: Migration Day 
at the Zoo. Join us as we learn about how and why 
these amazing animals journey around the world  
every year to complete their migrations. Games, 
crafts, display tables, special keeper chats and  
animal visits will all be included in the festivities.

M
A

Y 1

A
P

R 8
Thursdays Unplugged
6 to 9 p.m. • $10/members; $12/nonmembers 
(admission includes one drinK ticKet)
ages 21 and up only • space is limited.
for ticKets, visit memphisZoo.org or call 
(901) 333-6572.

Join us for this brand new event at Teton Trek. 
Wind down at the Grand Lodge on the second 
Thursday of every month. End your day with the 
sounds of smooth acoustic music in the Lodge. 
Food and libations will be available for purchase.

M
A

R 11 &

A
P

R 17
Earth Day
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
included With Zoo admission

Learn all about conservation through information 
stations, special keeper chats, a scavenger hunt,  
eco-friendly crafts and games!
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  Special offer with 2010 membership  
         purchases and renewals!

When you renew or purchase a membership anytime  

during 2010, you’ll get a little something extra.  

When you receive your membership cards, you’ll also  

receive three coupons for 1/2 price general admission for  

one guest. Look for this special offer when you receive  

your cards. Thank you for your continued support in 2010.

Zoo’s hours  
change  

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Grounds close  

at 6 p.m.

Zoo’s hours  
change

Spring Break Camp 
Mar. 15 - 17

Spring Break Camp 
Mar. 29 - 31

March 1

   Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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M
A
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Homeschool  
Workshops

Homeschool  
Workshops

Junior Zoo Crew

Horticulture  
Tour

Arbor Day

Wild World of  
Wine and Beer

Daylight Saving’s 
Time Begins

April Fool’s Day

Earth Day 
Celebration 

Homeschool  
Workshops

St. Patrick’s Day

Tour de Grizz  

Horticulture Tour

First Day of Spring

  14 15 16 17 18 19 20

  25 26 27 28 29 30

  21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Homeschool  
Workshops

  28 29 30 31 

      Apr.1 2 3

Thursdays  
Unplugged

  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 

   Mar.1 2 3 4 5 6

  18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Stroller 
Cubs

NanoDay  
at the Zoo

Rides Member Discount
Don’t forget, when you purchase a  

punch card for rides at the Zoo, 

you save!
This punch card has a $10 value;  

members pay only $8!

Punch card valid one year from date of purchase.
Available at front gate or rides area.

Thursdays  
Unplugged
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Zoo News

1111

Baby female giraffe, named  
“Akili,” meaning “smart” in 
Swahili.

Creation Station 
A drop in art activity for kids 4 - 12 
Takes place the 2nd Saturday of every month

Admission to the Knowledge Tree Kid’s Campo  
Children’s interactive gallery located in the  
Venice in the Age of Canaletto Exhibition

All Venice in the Age of Canaletto Exhibition  
guided tours and talks

Who Shot Rock & Roll 
A Photographic History, 1955 to the Present   
Members Only Reception

Special Offer for  
Zoo Members!
Experience a full year of member benefits including world-class 
art, cultural programs, exclusive events, and family activities.

Only members 
receive free  

admission to  
these exciting 

events

Members always receive 
Unlimited free admission to the museum

Complimentary audio tours

10% discount at the Brushmark Restaurant 
and Museum Store
  and much more...

JOIN by calling 544.6230 or email kiley.robinette@brooksmuseum.org

$10 O
FF

Memberships start at just $50
Brooks membership

www.brooksmuseum.org

Photo ContestPhoto Contest

On Thursday, January 28, the Zoo welcomed a female baby giraffe to the African 
Veldt. Sixteen-year-old, reticulated giraffe “Marilyn” gave birth to her second calf, and 
the Zoo’s fourth baby giraffe in four years. 

This new addition was named “Akili” by her keepers, which means “smart” in 
Swahili. At birth she was 6’3” and weighed in at about 150 lbs. Akili makes the seventh 
giraffe in the Memphis Zoo’s herd. She follows the births of “Angela Kate” in 2006 and 
“Kofi” and “Sesi” in 2008. 

“We’re always excited to witness a healthy giraffe birth,” says Matt Thompson, the 
Zoo’s Curator of Mammals. “It’s important now that the calf bond and nurse from its 
mother, and Marilyn has great experience in raising her young.”

Giraffes give birth while standing and are one of the few animals born with horns on 
their heads. This is to protect them from their six-foot fall to the ground at birth.

Reticulated giraffes are native to Africa. They can grow between 15 and 17 feet tall, 
with females weighing around 2,500 pounds and males a ton more.

This spring we’re holding a photo contest to benefit 
the Zoo’s docent program. In 2011, the docents will  
be selling a calendar featuring the photos YOU’VE 
taken during your visits to the Zoo. You can submit 
your photos in each of the following categories:

1. Teton Trek
2. Northwest Passage
3. African Veldt & Hippos
4. Giant Pandas
5. Primate Canyon
6. Cat Country
7. Once Upon A Farm & Round Barn
8. Zoo Landscape & Plant Life 
9. Animals of the Night & Dragon’s Lair
10. Penguins & Aquarium 
11. Denizens of the Deep South & Herpetarium
12. Tropical Birds, Birds and Bees

Photos will be accepted from April 1 to May 16 
via the Zoo’s Web site. The top 10 photos will then be 
posted on the Zoo’s Facebook page where fans can 
vote using the “Like” feature. First place winners will 
be chosen in each category, and an overall grand prize 
winner will then be selected. Prizes include a Zoo 
membership, a calendar and gift certificates to the gift 
shop. Stay tuned to memphiszoo.org for more details.
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Overton Park | 1930 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272-5142 | www.mca.edu

Drawing | Painting | Photography
Sculpture | Digital Arts | and more! 
Full day or half day | Before/after care available | Tuition includes all supplies

Summer Art Camp
Ages 5 – 16 | 2 sessions | June 7-18 and July 6-16 

Registration begins
 April 5

K i d s ’  A c t i v i t y  P a g e
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Bring your  
five-in-a-row BINGO!  
to the Memphis Zoo’s  

Earth Day Celebration on 

SAT., APrIL 17
 and receive a special

“green” gift!

Saving the Earth seems like a 

pretty big task, right? Well, if every-

one does even a little bit, it would 

add up to a whole lot! In celebra-

tion of conservation, we’ve put 

together this BINGO card for you 

to play. We’ve even included extra 

spaces for you to add your own 

eco-friendly actions. Just color in 

the things that you do and five-in-

a-row makes BINGO! But wait: this 

is the game that you can continue 

to play, so you can keep coloring in 

squares as you add more earth-

healthy habits to your day.

Plant  
a tree 

reuse  
sandwich bags 

Turn off  
the lights 

recycle  
cardboard

reuse  
shopping  

bags 

Donate  
old toys  

and clothes

Use a lunchbox 
instead of a  
paper bag

recycle  
glass bottles

Go for a  
walk or ride  

my bike 

Make  
recycled  

gifts

Turn off water  
while brushing  

my teeth

Use  
rechargeable  

batteries

Pick up  
trash on  

the ground 

Use both sides  
of a sheet of  

paper

ATTEND  
EArTH DAY  

at the  
MEMPHIS ZOO

Make a turtle  
habitat for my 

backyard

recycle  
aluminum  

cans
 

Make a  
bird feeder

Go to a  
farmers’  
market

Clean and  
reuse my water 

bottles

Plant a  
garden

Cut soda can  
rings before  

throwing them  
away



Family Series 2010
Back for an encore performance! Follow two great 
friends, cheerful Frog and grumpy Toad, through 
four fun-filled seasons!

Waking from hibernation in the spring, they plant 
gardens, swim, rake leaves and go sledding, learn-
ing life lessons along the way, including a most im-
portant one about friendship and rejoicing in what 
makes each of us different and special.

March 3, 2010

All shoWs sTArT AT 6:00 PM
single tickets are $12.50, or purchase four for just $32.

Purchase at the orpheum Box office, the ticket counter inside Davis-Kidd 
Booksellers, or charge by phone at 901-525-3000.

The Family series is presented in partnership with:

This triumphant story of Jackie robinson, the first 
African-American to play professional major league 
baseball, chronicles the young athlete’s nonviolent 
struggle to integrate what was then considered a 
“white man’s game.”

Through it all, Jackie’s courage, intelligence, lead-
ership, resilience and athletic skill propelled him 
to become a national hero.

March 5, 2010

strega Nona is the musical tale of a friendly magi-
cal grandmother with a funny name who strives to 
cure the ills of her tiny Italian town of Calabria. The 
town faces real problems when a local lug named 
Big Anthony sneaks a peek at strega Nona’s magic 
book and uses her magical ways for selfish means. 
Through Anthony’s meddling, pasta threatens to 
engulf the whole town -- unless strega Nona can 
save the day!

March 30, 2010

A YeAr WITh
Frog AND ToAD
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®Thursdays Unplugged
at the Lodge

March 11  •  April 8

www.memphiszoo.org/thursdaysunplugged


