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Membership Goes Green!
Don’t forget, membership cards are 
now printed at the Zoo when you arrive. 
These will no longer be mailed.

Inside Front Cover (see left) 
End your summer on the wild side. Get all your info for  
Zoo Brew, Members Night and a beastly sale in the gift shops  
this Labor Day weekend.

3 Creature Feature: Kookaburras
While they may sit in the old gum tree, you’ll also see kookaburras 
during your Zoo visit. See them with our animal presenters and share  
a good laugh with a kookaburra.

5 Summer Explorer Interns
These teens got a taste of the real zoo world during a special internship  
program. Learn more about the internship that provided a wild array  
of experience.e

5 8 Special Events
Zoo Brew, Zoo Rendezvous, Zoo Boo, Harvest Fest, Fall Break,  
Senior Day … the list goes on! Don’t miss these events and more at the 
Zoo this fall.

10 Zambezi River Hippo Camp
Zambezi River Hippo Camp is under construction! But it’s been no easy 
journey bringing hippos to the Memphis Zoo. See how this story began 
in 1914.
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CREATURE FEATURE        

superworms, wax worms and bird of prey 
meat. In the wild they will also dine on frogs, 
toads and even venomous snakes. Oddly 
enough, the kingfisher does not fish. 

You may notice the odd head movements 
of the kookaburras. At times they keep their 
head completely still and others just the head 
moves, making them look like a hula dancer. 
These birds have no ability to move their eyes. 
They lack the space in their head for the  
muscles that allow the movement. To make up 
for this they have more bones in their neck. 
This is seen in many birds, including owls, 
which are thought to be able to turn their head 
all the way around. This is a bit of a stretch, 
literally and figuratively, these birds can look all 
the way over either shoulder without trouble.

The laughing kookaburra can live to be 
20-30 years old. Both males and females are 
similar in appearance, and paired kookaburras 
will mate for life. They have a clutch size  
ranging from one to five eggs, once per year in 
springtime, which is September to December 
in their native Australia. Laughing kookaburras  
can be 18 inches long and weigh almost one  
pound, making them the largest of all 
kingfishers. Their incredible beak can reach a 
length of four inches. 

Be sure to visit the Tropical Bird House on 
your next visit to see Bruce and Matilda. You 
may even see me on our front plaza with Gili 
or Badu. 

by Anna Rehkopf, Interpretive Assistant
“Kookaburra sits in an old gum tree…” 

These words are familiar to many, but what is  
a kookaburra? 

For starters, the kookaburra is a type of 
kingfisher native to Australia. There are four 
species: spangled, blue-winged, rufous- 
bellied, and here at the Memphis Zoo, there 
are four laughing kookaburras. “Gili” and 
“Badu” were born last year and their parents, 
“Bruce” and “Matilda,” came to us in 2010. 
Mom and dad can be seen on display in the 
Tropical Bird House. Our newest laughing 
kookaburras are sisters and have trained from 
a young age to sit on our presenters’ hands 
and be presented to the public. 

One of the most common questions  
from Zoo visitors is, “Do they really laugh?” 
The answer is yes, but they are not laughing  
because they are amused. Kookaburras  
typically make a laughing noise together in the 
morning and in the evening as a way to claim 
territory in trees, which gives them the name 
“bushmen’s clock.” They will also seemingly 
growl when playing games like tug-of-war, a 
personal favorite of our youngsters who just 
celebrated their first birthday in July.

The kookaburra is a carnivorous bird and 
doesn’t tend to pass on most foods. With their 
keen eyesight and stealthy in-flight precision, 
they are excellent hunters. At the Zoo we 
feed them rats, mice, crickets, meal worms, 

(above) Kookaburra parents Bruce and Matilda 
are on display in the Tropical Bird House.  

(below) Anna and Badu are all smiles  
on the front plaza.

Kookaburras: Nature’s Alarm Clock



PUTTING YOUR WORLD IN YOUR HANDS.

Stay connected to 
everything that’s happening 

in Memphis. 
Sign up for a digital subscription to 

The Commercial Appeal for just 
$4.99 per month.

Call 901-529-2666 or visit 
commercialappealoffers.com and 
enter the code “DIGISAVE7”.

You’ll be connected to the source that keeps you informed 
about entertainment and events that are important to your 
family – all on your smart phone, tablet and desktop computer.

Connect to fun!

4



5

INTERN PROGRAM        

was assigned to Conservation and Research, 
and had the chance to study behavior  
patterns of polar bears and giant pandas.

“I was intrigued by the conversations at 
weekly round table meetings about the ideas 
and projects the entire Research department 
was doing,” Smith said. “I found myself amazed 
with the actual practicality of the chemistry 
and biology.”

In addition to their daily department duties, 
Explorers had “lunch and learn” workshops that 
invited outside speakers to share experiences, 
anecdotes and tips.

“At the lunch and learns, I listened to  
wonderful speakers who had great insight and 
suggestions on how to plan the next few years 
of my life,” Smith said. “They spoke about work 
ethic, college and career planning and how to 
get from where I am to where I want to be.”

The interns agreed that the program was 
highly beneficial, and surprising in many ways.

“I didn’t know the Zoo had so much to offer 
one person,” Tuggle said. Lingerfelt agreed. 
“This will be something I will carry with me 
for the rest of my life,” he said. “The Explorer 
Internship program at the Memphis Zoo is 
definitely worth anyone’s time.”

For the second summer in a row, the  
Memphis Zoo held its Summer Explorer  
Intern program. The Explorer program is a  
high school internship, designed for rising 
juniors and seniors, that allows students to  
gain experience in three different areas of the 
Memphis Zoo over the course of six weeks. 

The Explorer interns worked on a rotating 
schedule, visiting three different department 
areas, for two weeks each. 

“I wouldn’t trade my internship for  
anything,” Aleksei Tuggle, one of the Explorers  
said. “Every day I learned something I never 
knew before. I went home every day and told 
my mother something new.”

Department duties ranged from  
Conservation and Research to Marketing and 
even animal care. Enrique Sosa worked in one 
of the animal departments in the Central Zone. 
According to Sosa, this department helped  
him gain more confidence in public speaking, 
especially since he was able to interact with 
visitors on a regular basis. 

“Along the way, I learned a lot about  
different types of animals,” Sosa said. 

Sosa also had the opportunity to work in  
the Horticulture department, which showed 
him how influential putting the best foot  
forward really is.

“Working in Horticulture helped me 
understand the importance of always having a 
professional impression that lasts a lifetime,” 
Sosa said. 

Some interns got to pair up during their 
two-week rotations. Such was the case for 
Jason Daniels and Nick Lingerfelt, who were 
partners during their rotation with the  
Marketing department. 

“During my rotation I gained a lot of people 
skills and knowledge about marketing,”  
Lingerfelt said.

Daniels agreed. He learned that if you have 
one idea in marketing, it can lead to an even 
better idea. 

Some interns got hands-on experience with  
day-to-day operations at the Zoo. Jordan Smith 

Jordan Smith (foreground) and Enrique 
Sosa make their television debut in an 
interview with Action News 5.

Wild Careers: Internships at the Zoo
by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

“This will be something  
I will carry with me for  
the rest of my life.”  
- Nick Lingerfelt



EDUCATION

Fall Break Camp 2014
October 6-10 • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. • JrK–5th Grade
Cost per day: $40/members; $50/nonmembers
Cost for all five days: $170/members; $199/non-members
Registration deadline: October 2

Fall Conservation Camp: Going, going, saved! While exploring 
the Zoo and participating in fun games, crafts, and interactive  
experiments, fall break campers will learn how special our  
endangered animals are and what they can do to help save  
these important animals from extinction.

Aftercare 3 to 6 p.m. If 3 p.m. is too early for your schedule, 
we offer aftercare each day. A way for your child to unwind while 
you finish your work day, aftercare consists of educational videos, 
exciting activities, and fun games.
Aftercare Cost per Day:  $20/members; $25/non-members
Aftercare Cost per Week: $85/members; $99/non-members
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Homeschool Academy Fall 2014
September 15-19
Monday - Friday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
K – 8th grade: $120/members;  
$135/nonmembers 
Registration deadline: September 9

This week long educational program  
will provide exciting and interactive  
ways for students to learn about  
science. Each class includes animal  
visits, tours of exhibits, chats with  
keepers, special projects and more.

Students bring a non-refrigerated,  
non-microwavable lunch. 

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

K – 2nd Grade
Watery Life
Dive into the watery homes of 
aquatic animals.
 
3rd – 5th Grade
Eco-Explorers
Grab your binoculars and explore  
the wonderful diversity of our world.
 
6th – 8th Grade
Engineered for Flight
Discover the animals that have  
what it takes to defy gravity.

Call 901.333.6576 or visit  
memphiszoo.org to register.

Community Day presented by 

Creation Station sponsored by 

TM

Community Day 
OCT 18 // 10 AM – 1 PM

Creation Station 
SAT, NOV 8 // 11 AM – 1 PM

OCT.18.2014 
 JAN.18.2015

Fun for all ages in celebration of animal 
mummies / Free admission all day 

A drop-in art-making activity. Included with 
museum admission / Free for Brooks members. 

Creation Station is free to 6 & under.

BROOKSMUSEUM.ORG    //    LOCATED NEXT TO THE ZOO.

Cat Coffin with Mummy, From Egypt, Late Period, Dynasty 26–30, 664–332 b.c.e., Wood, gesso, linen, Brooklyn Museum; Charles Edwin Wilbour Fund, 37.1942E
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HARVEST FEST AD TO COME?
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September 6
Zoo Rendezvous 
7 to 10:30 p.m. • Ages 21 and Up
$200 per person; Sponsorships start at $750
Zoo closes at 3 p.m., last admission at 2 p.m., 
on Saturday, September 6.

Memphis Zoo 
members enjoy 
this exclusive 
chance to party 
in CATsby style 
at Zoo Rendez-
vous: The Great Catsby! At this  
fundraiser, you’ll get a taste of the town with 
food and libations from the finest restaurants 
and bars throughout the Blues City area. Zoo 
Rendezvous also features five bands on five 
different stages throughout the event.  
Purchase tickets by calling (901) 333-6757. 

September 27-28
Harvest Fest
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Included with Zoo Admission

This fall event celebrates the simple life as  
we welcome the harvest season. Bring the entire 
family to learn from local craftsmen, hear folk 
music and even churn your own butter at the 
Once Upon A Farm exhibit. This family favorite  
takes place Sat. and Sun., Sept. 27 and 28. Join 
us for a down-home good time at Harvest Fest!

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

Special Events

October 1
Senior Safari
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Seniors 55+ admitted free

In conjunction with the Professional Network 
on Aging, the Memphis Zoo is excited to host 
another Senior Safari! This event provides free 
parking, free admission and free tram rides to 
seniors aged 55 and up. 

October 2
Gardening Day
Included with  
Zoo Admission 

Memphis is 
home to some of 
the best botanic  
gardens in the Mid-South, and the Zoo has 
teamed with some of your favorite locations to  
bring you “Gardening Days.” This event gives  
you the opportunity to meet with Master 
Gardeners and horticulturists from the Memphis 
Zoo, Lichterman Nature Center, Dixon Gallery 
and Gardens and Memphis Botanic Garden. 
Start your Gardening Days experience at the 
Memphis Zoo! On October 2, we’ll provide  
educational talks at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Learn 
more at memphiszoo.org.

October 17 - 19, 24 - 26
Le Bonheur Zoo Boo
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Advanced Price: $10/members; $13/nonmembers.  
Day of Event: $12/members; $15/nonmembers 

It’s never too early to start planning your  
trip to Zoo Boo! From hayrides to candy stations 
to straw mazes, you won’t want to miss this 
SPOOK-tacular Halloween event. Zoo Boo is 
fun for ghosts and goblins of all ages, and now 
with six nights of frights, there is even more Boo 
to enjoy! Purchase tickets at memphiszoo.org.

Sat., Sept. 6
Zoo closes  
at 2 p.m.
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REDISCOVER

Venus and Adonis

letting him know that the “little thousand 
pounder was all set to leave.” Gray quickly  
realized that the animal about to be shipped 
was not a juvenile, male hippopotamus, but 
rather a wild pig. The shipment was called off. 

The young male was set to leave Mombasa, 
Kenya in May 1957. The Commercial Appeal 
reported on June 23, 1957 that “after many 
months it was announced the hippo finally 
would leave Africa on a certain ship. Well, he 
missed [the May departure.]” He did, however, 
get on the boat leaving in June.

During mid-crossing, the male got chilly 
one night. He escaped his wooden crate on 
deck seeking a warmer location, and  
meandered his way through the ship’s  
passageways. Fast-thinking crew members 
herded him to the ship’s recreation room, 
where he lived toasty warm until they finally 
docked in Houston in July. 

The male, named “Uebi,” later went on 
to be the mate of our late, beloved Julie, 
and was the father of Splish and her twin, 
“Splash,” who were born on Christmas Day 
1988. When then-zookeeper (now Assistant 
Curator) Houston Winbigler was interviewed 
by The Commercial Appeal on December 28, 
1988, he said, “We’d like to keep some of that 
lineage, so that in the year 2014, we’ll still have 
descendants of the original pair.”

We are pleased to report that today, in 
2014, we still have a descendant of the original 
pair who flew over from Hamburg, Germany. 
It’s been a long road (or sea…) but, in 2016, our 
hippos will finally have an all-new home in the 
Zambezi River Hippo Camp.

There’s long been an association with the 
Memphis Zoo and hippos. In fact, 2014 marks 
the 100-year anniversary of having hippos at 
the Memphis Zoo. But it’s been no short  
journey in raising hippos and working toward 
their new home.

In 1914, Memphian Henry Loeb joined with 
Memphis school children to raise $4,000 to 
bring two hippopotami to the Memphis Zoo. 
The pair of hippos, later named “Venus” and 
“Adonis” by contest winners, were shipped 
over from Hamburg, Germany. The pair was 
prolific and had 16 calves. 

Venus passed away in 1955, and Zoo  
management went about acquiring a new mate 
for Adonis. Because Adonis was getting older, 
it was decided that a young male would also  
be acquired. 

In June 1957, a young pair was shipped 
from Kenya, Africa. When they arrived, Zoo 
staff were surprised to learn that instead of a 
male and female, as previously promised, the 
Memphis Zoo was now a proud owner of two 
young females. One female named Josephine 
was moved into the Hippo House and became 
a mate to Adonis (mother to “Julie” and 
grandmother to current hippo, “Splish,”) while 
the other female was transferred via railcar to 
Evansville, Indiana.  

Due to the time of year, and the sea  
conditions, Zoo staff decided to wait until the 
next year to again try for a young, male hippo. 
In April 1957, a week before the hippo was  
supposed to ship via freight, Raymond Gray,  
the Superintendent of the Zoo, received a 
“status update” of the animal via telegram, 

 From Hamburg to Zambezi River
by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist



CONSERVATION       

by Alyssa Tews, Rhodes College Behavior Student Extern

In 2012, the Memphis Zoo partnered with Dr. Sarah 
Boyle of Rhodes College to study the behaviors of the two 
hippos who will be moved to our new exhibit. As one of the 
research students of Dr. Boyle, I have worked with 11 other 
peers to document the hippos’ spatial use of their exhibit and 
social interactions so comparisons can be made between the 
current, older exhibit and the new exhibit. I collect behavioral 
data every two minutes using an ethogram, (a list of defined 
behaviors to be recorded), and note the hippos’ locations 
within the exhibit using a gridded map created by Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) software. By combining behavioral 
and spatial data, we determine patterns in the animals’ level of 
activity, areas of the exhibit (both land and water) used most 
frequently, and the extent to which the hippos engage in social 
behaviors. Results from this study may help our understanding 
of how modern, naturalistic exhibits encourage different social 
interactions, create enrichment, and promote behaviors that 
are more similar to wild hippos.

Rhodes College and Memphis Zoo Partner  
to Study Hippo Behavior
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