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Membership  
Goes Green!
Don’t forget, membership 
cards are now printed at 
the Zoo when you arrive. 
These will no longer be 
mailed.
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Inside Cover —  
Memorial Day Weekend 
Do you have plans for this Memorial Day  
Weekend? Be sure to include the Memphis Zoo! 
There’s so much to Zoo, from Macy’s Zoo Brew 
to our Beastly Bargain Sale. We’re also open on 
Memorial Day.

3 Enrichment Day
What is enrichment? This term, used often around 
the Memphis Zoo, can be confusing to visitors. 
Learn what enrichment entails, and what visitors 
can expect to see on Enrichment Day, May 25.

5  Macy’s Zoo Brew
Tap into your wild side! What better way to kick off 
Memorial Day Weekend and the rest of the Summer 
than to join the Memphis Zoo for Memphis’ largest beer 
tasting! This year, the V.I.P. Lounge is bigger and better 
than ever, featuring exclusive brews, moonshine tastings 
and mouthwatering appetizers from Gold Strike.

11 Creature Feature: Okapi
As we look forward to the opening of Zambezi River 
Hippo Camp, we’re spotlighting different animals  
visitors will see in the all-new exhibit. This month, we 
learn about the okapi, an unusual yet beautiful animal 
that has unique features unlike any other.
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CONSERVATION

relatively new. Due to the reflowing of the 
Boteti River, which had previously been 
dry for 18 years, there has been an influx of 
elephants (primarily males) historical ranges, 
resulting in high levels of conflict between 
farmers and elephants. 

My objective is to investigate the  
behavior of these male elephants to gain  
a clearer understanding of why they pose 
particular problems to the local farmers. I can 
then use this information to find effective 
ways to minimize the conflict.

During the first field season of 2014, I 
enrolled 145 farmers into the project, who 
agreed to inform us when an elephant had 
entered their field. We would visit the field to 
determine the number of elephants that  
had entered and the age of the elephants 
involved based on the size of their footprints. 
We also measured the resulting damage, as 
well as certain features of the field, which 
may influence its susceptibility to being 
raided, such as location, crops grown and if 
any deterrents were in place. By decreasing 
the number of crop-raiding elephants, it will 
not only benefit the farmers financially but it 
will also stimulate the local communities  

Editor’s note: Each October, the Memphis  
Zoo’s pachyderm staff hosts Art for Elephants, 
an art auction and education talk. Every year, 
Dr. Kate Evans of Elephants for Africa presents 
a program featuring her work in Botswana and 
the Makgadikagadi Pans National  
Park (MPNP). 

Thanks to the generous support of attendees 
at last year’s Art for Elephants, the Memphis 
Zoo was able to fund a PhD researcher for 
Elephants for Africa. Below, James Stevens 
provides an update on the work he is doing.

Botswana has the largest population of 
elephants which, coupled with an increasing 
human population, is bringing an alternative  
challenge for conservation to the conflict 
elephants pose to humans, farms and  
infrastructure.

There is an increasing problem of human-
elephant conflict in one of Botswana’s highest 
conflict zones, the Boteti River region west  
of the MPNP. Conflict in this region is  

Elephants for Africa Update:  
Studying Human-Elephant Conflict in MPNP
by James Stevens, PhD researcher, University of Bristol

to help preserve local wildlife (i.e. elephants).  
I attended 110 crop-raiding incidences last 
year, which provided valuable data from which 
to work.

Editor’s note: We thank James for his update. 
To read the complete update, visit our website at 
memphiszoo.org/blog. For more information on 
Elephants for Africa, visit http://www.elephants-
forafrica.org.

(Above) An elephant stepping over a fence 
into a field. 

(Far Left) Example of destruction done to 
crops when an elephant came through. 

(Left) Utilizing chili peppers around  
the perimeter of the fields help  
deter elephants. 

Harpy Eagle

PHOTOS: JAMES STEVENS
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the Animals of the Night exhibit. “Hiding  
mealworms in phone books for animals 
to find, scattering food throughout their 
exhibits so they have to search for it, spraying 
scents on towels and logs for them to smell 
and playing music or nature sounds for them 
to listen to are just a handful of things that 
qualify as enrichment.”

In fact, there will be special chats and 
demonstrations during Enrichment Day, 
Monday, May 25. For example, the penguin 
keepers will give the penguins live minnows 
to hunt. The stingray keepers will give the 
stingrays special toys during the afternoon. 
Bapst will perform special enrichment  
activities in the nocturnal building. 

“You will enrich your life immeasurably if 
you approach it with a sense of wonder and 
discovery, and always challenge yourself to 
try new things,” designer Nate Berkus said. 

Berkus was certainly right. Each day, 
keepers and staff at the Memphis Zoo enrich 
the daily lives of the animals in their charge. 
According to Matt Thompson, Memphis 
Zoo’s Director of Animal Programs,  
environmental enrichment is anything “extra” 
animals might get in order to stimulate their 
senses, and mimic behaviors species might 
have in the wild.

But what is enrichment, exactly? 
“There are so many things that qualify as 

enrichment,” said Amber Bapst, a keeper in 

Learn and Play: Enriching the Lives of our Animals
by Laura Doty, Marketing and Communications Manager

ENRICHMENT

“I love to give our tamanduas rotten logs 
to tear up. They search for hidden bugs,” 
Bapst said. “It is an enrichment item that can 
last a few days, depending on the size of the 
log, and results in a very nice mulch we can 
use to hide bugs in for other animals.”

For information on how you can be  
part of Enrichment Day, visit our website 
at memphiszoo.org. You can also view a 
“wishlist” our keepers have put together 
specifically for enrichment purposes.  
Visit http://tinyurl.com/AAZKwishlist to 
purchase items. 

This year, Enrichment Day is included 
with general admission.

(Far left) “Chickie”  
enjoys enrichment in  
the form of an umbrella.
(Left) “Splish” gets  
melon slices, a special 
treat, on Enrichment  
Day 2014.
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We are
 proud to 

support the 
Memphis

Zoo!

Visit fredsinc.com for a pharmacy location near you.

We’re pleased to announce we’ve had several large (and small) new  
arrivals in the past few months. Help us welcome them to the  
Memphis Zoo!

Maggie and Kito
“Maggie” and “Kito,” the Zoo’s first breeding pair of Southern 

white rhinos since 1990, joined our family from Knoxville. Kito, the 
male, arrived in late 2014. Maggie, the female, joined him in late 
March.  Kito, whose name is a Swahili word meaning “precious jewel,” 
is pronounced “key-toe.”

ZOO NEWS

Maggie and Kito Obi and Yoda Bonobo Baby

Obi and Yoda 
Meet “Obi” and “Yoda,” two greater bushbabies. The brothers, 

born November 3, are sharing an exhibit in our Animals of the Night. 
They love grapes and hanging upside down. Want to tell them apart? 
Yoda has the larger ears.
And baby makes three!

A baby bonobo was born March 17. This is the third bonobo baby in 
as many years. The mother, “Gilda,” is a new addition to the Memphis 
Zoo’s troop, and is here on a Species Survival Plan recommendation. 
The father was the late “Mofana,” who died in 2014. The name and sex 
have not been revealed yet. Join us for a special presentation on Baby 
Day, Saturday, May 9 at 11 a.m.

PHOTO: AJ SAUNDERS 
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Faverolle Chicken

EDUCATION CAMPS

Call 901.333.6576 or visit  
memphiszoo.org to register.

ZOOperheroes!
Uncover animal superpowers and learn 

how some animal ZOOperheroes use 
these powers to help save their species.
Weeks offered: June 8, June 22,  
July 6, and July 20  
 
Zoo Chefs

Become a master zoo chef and cater 
to the wildest eaters around. Campers will 
enjoy learning animal eating habits as well 
as the secret recipes of the zookeepers. 
Weeks offered: June 29, July 13,  
and August 3  
 
1st-2nd Grade
What a Watery Life

Dive into the watery homes of aquatic 
animals to explore their amazing habitat. 
From stingrays to sharks, sea lions to 
penguins, fish to turtles, your child will 
learn what animals need to live in their 
watery home. 
Weeks offered: June 1, June 15,  
June 29, July 13, and July 27  
 
Frozen Safari
Explore the unique animals that brave the 
frozen fractals of the tundra. Campers 
will uncover the adaptations of these cool 
animals and how the cold never bothers 
them anyway. 
Weeks offered: June 1, June 15,  
June 29, July 13, and July 27 
 

Early Bird Gift!
Registrations by May 15 receive one  
free camp t-shirt per camper.

June 1-August 7
Monday – Friday • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost per Week:  
$170/members; $199/nonmembers
Animals ABCs cost per week:  
$85/members; $99/nonmembers

Registration deadline: The Monday before 
registered camp week.
 
PK-JK
(This camp is ONLY half day:  
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Aftercare will NOT be 
available for these campers. To attend, 
child must be 3 years old by May 1 and 
potty-trained.)

Animal ABCs
From aardvarks to zebras, campers  

will go wild learning their ABCs with  
the animals at the Memphis Zoo. 
Weeks offered: June 1, June 15,  
and July 27

JK-K
(To attend, child must be 4 years old by 
May 1 and potty-trained.)
 
Storybook Safari

Storybook animals leap off the pages 
at the Memphis Zoo. Discover habitats, 
features, and more of your favorite  
storybook characters. 
Weeks offered: June 1, June 15,  
June 29, July 13, and July 27  
 
Animals on the Move

Get up and get moving with the  
animals at the Memphis Zoo. Campers 
will actively explore the movements of  
different animals. 
Weeks offered: June 8, June 22,  
July 6, and July 20  
 

Summer Zoo Camp
Send your wild child to the wildest camp around: ZOO CAMP. Campers explore the fascinating 

world of animals while participating in fun games, crafts, tours, keeper chats, live animal visits, and 
more. Parents must provide a non-refrigerated, non-microwavable lunch.
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EDUCATION CAMPS

Nocturnal Adventures
What do bats, owls, and opossums  

have in common? When we go to bed, 
they’re just waking up! Find out how  
they survive their nocturnal adventures 
and explore the adaptations of the  
animals of the night. 
Weeks offered: June 8, June 22,  
July 6, July 20, and August 3
 
3rd-5th Grade
Leader of the Pack

Prides, packs, parliaments, and  
parades all have a leader to follow.  
Examine the social structures of these 
groups and learn what it takes to be  
the top banana in the animal world. 
Weeks offered: June 1, June 15,  
June 29, July 13, and July 27  
 

If you need early drop-off  
for your camper(s), beforecare  
is available for all ages.  
Cost: $25/members;  
$28/nonmembers

Aftercare 3 to 6 p.m.  

If 3 p.m. is too early for your 
schedule, we offer aftercare 
consisting of educational  
videos, exciting activities, and 
fun games for your child to  
unwind after a full day of camp. 

Aftercare cost: $85/members;  
$99/nonmembers

Engineered for Flight
Breakdown the inner mechanics of animals 

that can defy gravity. Your child will enjoy 
discovering more about flighted (as well as 
flightless) animals. This camp will feature the 
new Steve Martin Bird Show. 
Weeks offered: June 8, June 22,  
July 6, July 20, and August 3
 
6th-8th Grade
Memphis Zoo U ’15

At Zoo University campers experience the 
Zoo like never before. Participate in behind-
the- scenes tours, create animal enrichment, 
perform hands-on experiments, meet live 
animal ambassadors, and see how animals 
inspire scientists to new heights in technology 
and research. 
Weeks offered: June 8, June 22,  
July 6, and July 20 
 
Beforecare 7:45 to 9 a.m.  
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MAY/JUNE

Special Events
Thursday, May 21
Zoom Through the Zoo 
6:30 p.m.
1-mile fun run or 4-mile race

Pre-registration
Through Wednesday, May 20
$25/ 4-miler
$20/ 1-mile fun run

Race Day Registration
Begins at 9 a.m
$30/ 4-miler
$25/1-mile fun run

Join us for our annual four- 
mile race and one-mile fun run.  
Participants follow the course 
through the Zoo and Overton 
Park. What a great way to get 
active and support the Zoo! This 
race is part of the M-Town Race 
Series, which features the  
Harbor Town 5K, Gibson 5K  
and the Stars and Stripes 5K. 
Online registration is available at  
racesonline.com.

Friday, May 22
Macy’s Zoo Brew 
7 to 10 p.m. 
V.I.P. Lounge 6-8 p.m.
Ages 21+

Regular admission:  
$40/members; $45/nonmembers
V.I.P. admission:  
$60/members; $70/nonmembers

Tap into your wild side at Macy’s  
Zoo Brew. Join the Memphis Zoo for 
Memphis’ largest beer tasting event,  
featuring the Soul Shockers, the  
Sensations and Dingo Entertainment!  
This year’s V.I.P. Lounge features special 
V.I.P.-only tastings including beer, wine, 
vodka and a moonshine cocktail bar,  
appetizers by Gold Strike Casino and  
entertainment by Brian “Breeze”  
Coyole. Visit memphiszoo.org to  
purchase tickets, or call 901.333.6572.

Sunday, May 24
Members Night
6 to 9 p.m. • Exclusive Members party
Food and libations available.  
No outside alcohol allowed. 

One of the exclusive perks of your  
Memphis Zoo Membership are the Members 
Nights. Join us Sunday, May 24 for the first 
Members Night of the year. This fun-filled 
evening includes entertainment in the  
Courtyard, a sea lion show at 7 p.m., the  
Budgie House until 7 p.m. and free rides. 
Stingray Bay will also be open for $2 a person, 
the Giraffe Feeding Adventure will be open  
at 6 p.m. for $5 a bundle, and camel rides,  
available for $5 a person, are open until dusk. 

Friday, May 22 - Monday, May 25
Beastly Bargain Sale

These bargains are BEASTLY with discounts 
25-65% off! Items for children and adults,  
including toys, gifts, t-shirts, jewelry and  
more will be on sale. The Beastly Bargain Sale 
also features an exclusive Memphis Zoo plush  
panda for $11.99!  Members always receive 
their 15% discount.
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WACKY
WEDNESDAY

Come to the Brooks for a fun, free, family friendly summer of art and film! 
Join us any or every Wednesday in June and July for art-making in our 

drop-in studio and short films for children, including independent and 
international films, and animated versions of beloved classics. Come in and 

cool off as we explore Play and Art and celebrate our special exhibition 
The Art of Video Games!

JUNE + JULY  //  10 AM – 12 PM

TM

BR
OO

KS
M

US
EU

M
.O

RG

FREE ADMISSION. 

And the Winners Are...
In the March/April 

issue of Exzooberance, we 
announced a bird drawing 
contest to celebrate the 
opening of our Memphis 
Zoo Takes Flight bird  
show. The response  
was overwhelming. We  
want to thank everyone  
who sent in a drawing of 
their fantastical birds. With 
over 100 entries, it was a 
tough decision to make.  
To see the complete  
gallery of birds,  
please visit our blog  
at memphiszoo.org/blog.

SECOND PLACE
Yvette Huang

FIRST PLACE
Adyson Poole

THIRD PLACE
Katharine Ann McLellan

FOURTH PLACE
Raheem Vance

FIFTH PLACE
Yasmin Sales
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CREATURE FEATURE        

What animal has zebra-like stripes on their 
legs, a long, giraffe-like neck, and their own 
secret language? Even though that sounds like 
it could be the beginning of a children’s joke, 
we’re talking about the okapi. 

In the wild, these animals are only found in 
a small, northeast region of the Ituri Forest in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
Beginning in March 2016, visitors to the  
Memphis Zoo will be able to see them in the 
all-new Zambezi River Hippo Camp. 

“We are very excited to add okapi to our 
collection,” Matt Thompson, Director of  
Animal Programs, said. “These unusual animals 
will add an exciting layer to our new exhibit.”

Okapis, while similar in looks to zebras, are 
actually related to giraffes. They are around 
six feet in height at the shoulder and weigh 
between 400 and 700 pounds. Like their  
taller cousins, okapis walk with a pacing gait.  
A pacing gait is when the two legs on each  
side of their body move together. 

An okapi’s tongue, much like a giraffe’s, is 
prehensiled. This means their tongue is capable 
of reaching and grasping foliage. It’s also blue. 
Visitors may even see an okapi lick their own 
ears. They are one of the only mammals that 
can do so!

“Unlike our giraffes that live in herds,  
okapi prefer to live in small groups or alone,” 
Thompson said. 

Other unique features of okapi physiology 
are their large ears. Even though they have 

Okapi: The Unusually Beautiful “Forest Giraffe” 
by Laura Doty, Marketing and Communications Manager

excellent eyesight, they mainly use their large 
ears to listen for friends and foe. In 2008, 
researchers from San Diego Zoo discovered 
that okapis have a secret language made up of 
whistles, bleats and coughs. In fact, human ears 
cannot pick up most of the sounds that okapis 
make. Neither can many of their predators, 
making it an efficient way to communicate. 

The secret language, the extra-long tongue 
and neck and the zebra-like stripes are just 
three of the many reasons okapis are so unique. 
Zoo visitors will learn much more about these  
amazing creatures when the Zambezi River 
Hippo camp opens in Spring 2016. 

Other Interesting Facts:

•  The okapi was recognized 
as a distinct species in 1901, 
making it a relatively new 
discovery for such a large 
mammal. 

•  Female okapi are larger 
than males. 
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