


Dear Members,

We have some exciting changes coming this fall to the Memphis Zoo!  
Over the next few months, we will be implementing a new point-of-sale system for 
membership, admissions, education, events and rides. We will also integrate the 
new system with our website, www.memphiszoo.org. Our goal is to simplify and 
expedite ticket purchasing and to provide our members not only easier access to 
member benefits, but also the ability to print their membership cards on the spot. 
Also, membership cards will get a fresh, new look and be much more durable. We 
will be replacing your existing cards as your membership comes up for renewal.

Providing the absolute best experience to our members and guests is paramount.  
These changes will not only enhance the overall purchasing and admission process 
but will offer us opportunities to advance our conservation efforts through less 
printing and mailing.

This season is packed with fun and festivities, especially for our members!  
We’ll usher in fall with these September events: Zoo Brew on the 2nd, “Rockin’ for 
Zambezi” concert at Hard Rock Café on the 3rd, Members Night on the 4th, the 
party of the year — Zoo Rendezvous — on the 10th and Harvest Fest on the 24th. 
Zoo Boo will also be back again for five nights in October. These are just a few of 
the exciting events coming your way! See page eight for special member pricing for 
these events.

We look forward to seeing you at the Zoo, and we appreciate your continued 
support as we grow and improve.

Best regards,
Stacy Hayes, Director, Membership and Admissions

These brand new membership cards will be  
issued to each member as part of our new  
ticketing system. You’ll receive these cards on  
the spot, so no more waiting to receive your 
cards! also, we’ll be featuring a different animal 
or exhibit each year, so be sure to keep these  
collector’s items each year that you renew.
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Have a question? E-mail us at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org, or call (901) 333-6500

in this issue: 

Membership and Admissions Updates 
 You spoke and we listened! We’re making some changes to  
our ticketing and membership system that will improve your  
experience when you renew your membership, purchase special 
events tickets with your member discount and more! Learn  
more in the letter on the facing page from our Membership  
Department.

2 Zoo Rendezvous  
 It’s time to Shake, Rattle and Roar! The Zoo’s largest  
fundraiser of the year returns this September with Memphis’  
best food, drinks and live music at the wildest venue in  
town! Buy your tickets today!

3 Creature Feature — Wombats   
 Zoo keepers at the Memphis Zoo would never want to have  
to pick a favorite animal, but “Kindalin,” the male (and only)  
wombat that resides in Animals of the Night, has a special place in 
the heart of his keepers. Learn more about this unique member  
of the nocturnal world.

5 Le Bonheur Zoo Boo 
 Le Bonheur Zoo Boo returns with five nights of the most 
spook-tacular fun in Memphis! Insider’s Tip: Visit the first weekend, 
October 21 and 22, to beat the crowds. Don’t miss this family  
favorite event!

6 Mariana Islands Project 
 Curator Herb Roberts recently took a trip back to the Mariana 
Islands to continue his conservation work with the population of 
Mariana fruit doves. Learn more about the work the Zoo is  
doing to preserve these rare and beautiful bird species.
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The Memphis Zoo is home to one  
very special wombat named “Kindilan,” 
which means “happy” or “joyful” in the 
Aborigine language. Only three other zoos 
in the United States are fortunate to house 
these unique animals. Our wombat, like the  
Aborigines, is native to Australia. There are 
three species of wombats: the southern  
hairy-nosed, the northern hairy-nosed 
and the common wombat. Kindilan is a 
southern hairy-nosed wombat with a claim 
to fame for being the first wombat ever to 
be born at the San Diego Zoo.  

by Amber Hoehn, Animals of the Night Keeper

WombatWombat

Creature  Feature

(Lasiorhinus latifrons)

In Australia, wombats are sometimes referred to as 
“bulldozers of the bush.” Their bodies are designed for 
removing and packing dirt in order to form burrows. 

He was born in June of 1998 and came to 
the Memphis Zoo in January of 2000. He 
entered this world the size of a jelly bean 
after being in his mother’s womb for 30 
days. Today, he is nowhere near the size  
of a jelly bean, weighing in at 70 pounds.  

Wombats are marsupials, and like 
all marsupials, their young are born in 
an embryonic stage. They continue to 
develop outside of the womb latched 
onto one of its mother’s teats usually 
inside a pouch. Wombats begin leaving 
the pouch for short periods of time at 
six months and usually remain out (not 
always willingly) around eight months. 
Only the female marsupials have pouches.  
The pouch on a female wombat opens 
the opposite direction of most pouches 
to prevent dirt from entering the pouch 
while burrowing.  

In Australia, wombats are sometimes  
referred to as “bulldozers of the bush.” 
Their bodies are designed for removing  

and packing dirt in order to form  
burrows. Wombats are very susceptible 
to heat stress, so they form burrows and 
remain underground during the hottest 
parts of the day. Kindilan’s day never 
gets hot since he lives inside the air-  
conditioned Animals of the Night build-
ing, but he still has the natural instinct to 
burrow. Therefore, we provide him with 
a burrow simulator, also known as a 
plastic garbage can. When the can is  
a-shakin’, a burrow he thinks he’s a- 
makin’.  We do not leave the can in the 
exhibit all the time because one of the 
main reasons wombats leave their bur-
row at night is to search for food. In the 
wild they eat mainly grasses. In zoos, 
they eat lettuce, carrots, sweet potatoes 
and dry, nutritionally complete biscuits.  
Kindilan’s food is literally served on a 
silver platter, so he is not very motivated 
to get out of “bed” and move around 
when the garbage can is in his exhibit. 
Wombats need to stay active in order  

to reach their expected lifespan of  
20 to 30 years.

After a long night of activity, you may 
find Kindilan lying on his back with all 
four feet in the air. Do not panic! That is 
just one of his many resting positions. 
He can also be found in this resting  
position under the large log in his  
exhibit. When he is not resting, Kindilan 
stays busy by gnawing on tree branches, 
patrolling his exhibit and digging for 
treats. Every once in a while you may 
find him enjoying a good back scratch 
from one of his zookeepers.  

Our lovable southern hairy-nosed 
wombat brightens our day in Animals of 
the Night, and our building would not be 
the same without him. We hope you will 
come by soon, and let him brighten your 
day too.



GPGT Ad_8_5x11.indd   1 2/10/11   3:18 PM



55

Title Partner: Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital   Presenting Partner: Fred’s, Inc.   Event Partners: Joseph C. DeWane, M.D., Dorothy Kirsch   Media Partners: 

Save
by purchasing 

aDVancE TickETs onlinE

Members, our new online ticketing  

system offers an easy way for you to save  

on special event tickets. Beginning  

September 15, just enter your  

membership number on the log-in page.

The most 

SPOOK-tacular
EVEnT of ThE yE ar

Zoo Boo Hours:*

Beat the crowds by coming  
the first weekend!

October 21 & 22  •  6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

October 28, 29, 30  •  5:30 to 9:30 p.m.

These 

frighteningly 
fun activities

lurk around every corner:

*Members, you spoke, and we  

listened! We’ve added a fifth night  

on Oct. 30 and an extra hour to  

each night on the highest-attended 

weekend of the event.

Awesome
Zoo Boo 
T-shirt:

• Not-So-Haunted tour of  
 Primate Canyon 
• Ballet Memphis 
• Playhouse on the Square 
• Fred’s Trick-or-Treat stations
• David Winker’s Icemen (NEW!) 
• Straw Maze (NEW!) 

While many  
of our animals will be  

sleeping inside,  
animals of the Night,  
the Herpetarium and  
Once Upon a Farm  

will be open for  
visitors.

Available in the following sizes:

• Toddler: 2T, 3T and 4T — $14 each
• Youth: XS, S, M, L — $15 each
• Adult: S, M, L, XL — $16 each
              XXL — $18 each

• To order yours, call (901) 333-6776.

• Advance Tickets —  
 $10/members; $13/nonmembers

• Day of Event — $12/members;  
 $15/nonmembers

• Purchase tickets online  
 or call (901) 333-6572.

• Magic Shows
• Rock Wall $3
• Dracula’s Disco
• Painted Pumpkin Patch
• Haunted Hayride
• Singing Pumpkins
• Zoo Boo Photos $6
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by Herb Roberts, Curator

I’ve been involved in Mariana bird conservation since 1993 when  
I received permission from the Commonwealth of the Northern  
Mariana Islands (CNMI) to trap wild Mariana fruit doves and establish 
a managed captive population. The reason a permit was granted was 
the concern that brown tree snakes could be introduced to the islands 
from Guam. The brown tree snake, a nocturnal, arboreal species from  
Australia was accidentally introduced to Guam in the 1950s. Predatory  
snakes are not native to the Mariana archipelago, which includes Guam.  
Today only two species of Guam forest birds survive. They survive 
because the last remaining specimens were brought into captivity and 
successfully bred in zoos.

In 2004, the CNMI contacted Peter Luscomb of the Honolulu Zoo and 
me with a plea for help. The brown tree snake had been found on at least 

one of the islands. Working with the CNMI and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, we laid the foundation for a comprehensive avian conservation 
program for the CNMI. The program has a two-pronged approach: the 
establishment of captive breeding programs, and the translocation or 
relocation of seed populations to uninhabited, snake-free islands. Peter 
and I put together a team of experts from the zoo world to realize these 
goals. To date, we have made six trips to the CNMI. Our accomplish-
ments include bringing six species into captivity, successfully breeding 
four of those species and translocating two species to a sanctuary island. 
The future for the birds of the Marianas looks brighter but we still have 
a long way to go. With the financial support of the Memphis Zoo, other 
AZA institutions and private donors, we will continue our efforts to  
prevent a biological catastrophe and ensure that these marvelous  
creatures will be here for future generations to see and appreciate. 
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Discover	more	programs		
and	get	more	information	at		
memphiszoo.org/education.

Information line: (901) 333-6600 • Registration line: (901) 333-6765 • www.memphiszoo.org/education

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.
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Homeschool Workshops
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$35/members; $45/nonmembers

($5 off if parent assists)
*Late registration fee: reservations made 
after the deadLine wiLL incur a $10 Late  
registration fee per chiLd, per program.  
(preK/K students must be 4 years of age  
by the program date.) register by caLLing 
(901) 333-6765

Bombs Away!
registration deadLine: september 5

It’s a bird… It’s a plane… It’s the amazing 
seed! Learn why coconuts are so heavy,  
burs are so sticky and why eating water-
melon seed really won’t form a watermelon 
in your stomach. Join us as we explore the  
different ways seeds find a home.

september	12	-	PreK/K and 1st/2nd 
september	14	-	3rd/4th and 5th-7th

Pollinating Partners
registration deadLine: october 3

Lily, Daisy, Rose...not your typical girls next 
door but plants in disguise. Grab your spy 
gear because we are going undercover to 
reveal what’s hiding behind the pretty petal.

October	10	-	PreK/K and 1st/2nd 
October	12	-	3rd/4th and 5th-7th

Stroller Cubs
september 26, october 24
10 to 10:45 a.m.
$12/members; $17/nonmembers (incLudes one 
aduLt and Zoo admission)
recommended ages: 3 to 4 years oLd 
space is Limited and pre-registration is 
strongLy encouraged.

Even for wee ones, there is always 
something fun to do at the Zoo! Join us for 
story time, animal visits, crafts and free-play 
time with other children. Adult supervision is 
required.

Saturday Scout Programs
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
$25 per person (incLudes gate admission); 
one free chaperone per 10 scouts

requires 15 to 30 participants

An exciting program geared toward  
Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts, our Satur-
day Scout Program will give your scout 
the opportunity to earn a badge while 
participating in fun, educational activi-
ties, including crafts, live animal visits, 
experiments and tours of the Zoo.  
Please visit the Zoo’s website for avail-
able badges. Limited space and dates 
available. Programs can be scheduled 
most Saturdays throughout the year. 
Call at least three weeks in advance to 
register.

All participants are responsible  
for acquiring the  
earned badge  
through their local  
council.

Winter Wildlife Snooze
(for aduLts and chiLdren ages 5 and up)
saturday, november 12 • 7 p.m. to 9 a.m.
$55/members; $65/nonmembers

price per participant. aLL chiLdren must be 
accompanied by an aduLt.
register by caLLing (901) 333-6765

Brrr! It’s cold out there, but not all 
animals at the Zoo think it’s too cold 
to be outside! Explore the many ways 
animals have adapted skills to survive in 
such chilly temperatures at the Winter 
Wildlife Zoo Snooze! Snoozers will learn 
all about our winter friends through an 
interactive educational program, up-
close animal visits, a moonlight safari 
through part of the Zoo and fun games 
and crafts. Cost includes programming,    
     an evening snack, breakfast, special  
      Zoo Snooze t-shirt and admission to  
       the Zoo the next morning!
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 A T  T H E  M E M P H I S  Z O O

Have you ever wanted a close encounter of the animal kind? Check out this great program you  

can only find at the Zoo! Our Wild Encounter programs are for small groups of up to six people. 

You may choose from three different types of private encounters with our animal ambassadors. 

The Education Department staff will work with you to ensure your Encounter is something you 

will remember for a lifetime. Children must be at least five years of age and accompanied by an 

adult. For more information, or to register for a Wild Encounter, please call (901) 333-6600. 

W I L D  E N C O U N T E R S 
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21, 22, 28, 29 & 30
Le Bonheur Zoo Boo
first weeKend: 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
second weeKend: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
advanced ticKets: $10/members;  
$13/nonmembers

day of the event: $12/members;  
$15/nonmembers

purchase ticKets by caLLing (901) 333-6572 
or buy them onLine beginning september 12.

Learn more about Memphis’ most  
SPOOK-tacular event on page 5.
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EventsEventsspECIALspECIAL

Rockin’ for Zambezi
at hard rocK cafe

7 to 10 p.m.
$10 for everyone

Enjoy live music at one of Memphis’ most 
rockin’ venues — Hard Rock Cafe! Your  
entire admission fee for this event will  
directly support Zambezi River Hippo Camp.

Members Night
presented by: southLand parK  
gaming & racing

6 to 9 p.m.
incLuded with your memphis Zoo membership

for information, caLL (901) 333-6500.

Don’t miss the final Members Night of the 
summer. This special perk is for members 
only, so be sure to take advantage of this 
benefit.

Sept. 2 Sept. 3 Sept. 4
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Zoo Brew

Zoo Boo

Zoo Rendezvous

S
E

P 10
Zoo Rendezvous
MeMbers Only • Ages 21+ • 7 tO 10:30 p.M. 
for ticKets, caLL (901) 333-6757.  
ticKets $200. partnerships start at $750.

It’s time to shake, rattle and roar! Join us for 
the hottest party of the year, and support the 
Zoo’s largest fundraiser. 

Learn more on page two of this magazine 
or visit memphiszoo.org/zoorendezvous.

S
E

P 24
Harvest Fest
september 24 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
incLuded with Zoo admission
 
This crowd favorite returns with more  
down-home fun as we welcome the fall  
season with crafts, games and music! Join us 
for this hand-clappin, toe-tappin good time! 
Entertainment on the Courtyard stage provided 
by Levitt Shell.

Zoo Brew
presented by mahaffey tent & party 
rentaLs, southLand parK gaming & 
racing and southwestern distributing

Ages 21+ • 7 tO 10 p.M.
$30/members; $35/nonmembers

for ticKets, caLL (901) 333-6572 or 
visit memphisZoo.org.

Sample beers from around the world 
at one of the Zoo’s most popular 
events of the year! Venue Sponsor: 
Memphis Grizzlies. Media Sponsors: 
Kix106 & 98.1 The Max

The Zoo will close at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 10 to prepare 

for Zoo Rendezvous.

O
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Zoomelièr
7 tO 10 p.M. • Ages 21+
$55/members; $60/nonmembers

purchase ticKets by caLLing (901) 333-6572 or buy 
them onLine beginning sept. 12 at memphisZoo.org.

During this unique, after-hours event, see the 
Courtyard turn into wine country as you sample 
wines from around the world and the West Coast. 
This event sold out in its debut last fall. Purchase 
your tickets and become a true “zoomelièr.”
Venue Sponsor: Memphis Grizzlies

Senior Day
9 A.M. tO 5 p.M. • seniOrs Ages 60+ AdMitted free

The Professional Network on Aging is partner-
ing with the Zoo to bring you another Senior Day. 
Seniors age 60 and up will receive free parking and 
admission to the Zoo with great activities through-
out the day! For questions about Senior Day, please 
contact Sarah Prosser at (901) 515-2066.
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Harvest 
Fest

Zoo closes
at 3 p.m.

Zoo 
Brew

Rockin’ for 
Zambezi at 

Hard Rock Cafe

Stroller  
Cubs

Stroller  
Cubs

   Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Members 
Night

Zambezi	Fundraiser		

at	Hard	Rock	Cafe	

september	3

Zoo	
Rendezvous

Zoo Boo 
Opens at  

6:30

  30 31
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Stroller Cubs

Zoomelièr

Senior 
Day

Hours Changing! 
The Zoo will switch to its winter schedule of 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (last admission at 4 p.m.) 

beginning October 28.

Zoo Boo 
Opens at  

5:30

Zoo Boo 
Opens at  

5:30
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Zoo NewsZoo News

Zoo babies  
We’ve recently had three new additions to the Memphis 

Zoo family. On June 21, a baby elk was born in Teton Trek. 
The female calf was named “Summer” and enjoys splashing 
in puddles and staying cool in the shade. On July 5, a baby 
Grant’s gazelle was born. The male calf was named “Marty.” 
He may be hard for visitors to spot because he likes to hide 
in the rocks along the edge of the exhibit. Lastly, on August 1, 
female reticulated giraffe “Marilyn” gave birth to “Wendy.”  
See her on exhibit at the African Veldt.

Elephant grant  
We recently received a $140,000 grant from the Institute 

of Museum and Library Services to upgrade and enhance the 
current elephant facility and barn in the African Veldt exhibit. 
This grant will provide additional training for the elephant 
keepers, as well as a new floor for the barn and a birthing and 
calf stall to assist in any future elephant births.

National AZAD Conference  
The Memphis Zoo docents will be hosting the annual  

Association of Zoo and Aquarium Docents Conference August 
30 through September 4. Docents from zoos all over the  
country will convene right here in Memphis to discuss the  
latest information about zoo technology, conservation,  
education and the important role docents and other  
volunteers play in zoo operations. 

50th birthday party  
“Julie” the hippo’s 50th birthday party on July 9 was a huge 

success! Visitors enjoyed games, activities, keeper chats and 
special feedings. Julie celebrated with her favorite treat —  
watermelon — and a fruit and vegetable cake made by Memphis  
Zoo staff. We want to thank everyone who came and helped 
us celebrate this milestone.

Julie’s birthday cake
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Kids ’  Ac t iv i t y  Page

Did you know ... that elephants eat 300-
600 pounds of food a day? You can make your 
own edible elephant herd with a few simple 
items you probably already have in your kitchen.

Overton Park | 1930 Poplar Avenue | (901) 272-5142  |  www.mca.edu

Ages 5 – 18
Classes begin October 1

Memphis College of Art Community Education
A Memphis tradition for over 70 years

SATURDAY SCHOOL

Marshmallow Glue:
• 1 1/2 cups unsifted  
 confectioner’s sugar
• 1 egg white, unbeaten

Recipe adapted from McCall’s Family Style 
Cookbook (1965)

MArSHMAllOw ElEPHAnT

What you do:

• In a small bowl, beat sugar and egg white with an electric mixer until  
 mixture is thick enough to hold a definite shape.

• Place a small amount of marshmallow glue on the flat end of one large  
 marshmallow. Stick to the flat end of another large marshmallow.

• For ears, place a large marshmallow at each side of one marshmallow,  
 running a wooden toothpick through all three.

• For each leg, spear three miniature marshmallows on the end of a  
 wooden toothpick. Insert legs into underside of the body.

• For the trunk, cut a piece of white paper, tapering it slightly. Fold back  
 wide end, making a flap. Make a slit in the face with a wet paring knife;  
 insert flap.

• For the eyes, use marshmallow glue to attach two miniature chocolate  
 chips on the face, above the trunk.

What you’ll need:

• Egg whites

• Confectioner’s sugar

• Large marshmallows

• Miniature marshmallows

• Toothpicks

• Miniature Chocolate Chips

• White paper

• Scissors

• Paring knife
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Bring your whole family to the Brooks to experience the world of art first-hand.  Tour 
museum exhibitions with an interactive family guide, and then channel your own creativity.

arT fesTival
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