






Dear Zoo Supporters:

This year was a great one for the Memphis Zoo. I’d like to  
walk you through some of the highlights we have seen over the 
past year.

The Zoo hosted just over one million visitors, the most in our 
history. Thanks to you, Zoo membership is at an all-time high, 
and we are building a large following of friends on social media.

“Dinosaurs,” an entertaining and educational special exhibit,  
was a tremendous success and enhanced our visitors’ experience. 
Our new “Giraffe Feeding Adventure,” “Camel Excursion” and 
“Living with Venomous Snakes” provided interactive encounters 
for our guests and complemented our many existing shows and 
keeper chats.

Our conservation team has taken a leadership role in  
several high profile conservation efforts, including spearheading 
a recovery plan proposal for the endangered Mississippi gopher 
frog and a reintroduction and monitoring program for the  
Louisiana pine snake.  

This year we restructured our veterinary medicine program 
and have put together an impressive new team.  

Our Education Department has concentrated its efforts on 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) curriculum  
and the first phase of a broad distance learning initiative. 

There were some “firsts” in our living collection this year,  
including several Komodo dragon babies and a sea lion pup.  
We continue to strengthen our living collection and connect  
it with national and international captive breeding and  
management programs.

We launched the “Zambezi River Hippo Camp” project with  
the selection of project architects and engineers. The project  
footprint has been established and construction should begin  
in the next 12 months.

We owe a special thanks to each one of you for continuing to 
support your Memphis Zoo each year. We could not do it  
without you, and we hope to see all of our members return in 
2013. Happy Holidays from all of us at the Memphis Zoo!

Sincerely,

Dr. Chuck Brady 
President & CEO, Memphis Zoo
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Have a question? E-mail us at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org, or call (901) 333-6500

In this issue: 

5 Creature Feature —  
 California Sea Lion “Teva” 
 Have you heard our big news? This summer, a  
California sea lion pup named “Teva” was born at North- 
west Passage to mom “Callie” and dad “Andre.” Read  
more about Teva in this issue’s Creature Feature. You  
can also see a special video of Teva and our keepers in  
the Northwest Passage Underwater Viewing Room.  

6 Conservation —  
 Polar Bear Leadership Camp    
 As the Memphis Zoo continues its efforts to be a part  
of conservation around the globe, Assistant Curator of Mammals 
Gail Karr joined a team of Arctic Ambassadors at the Polar Bears 
International Leadership Camp in Churchill, Manitoba, Canada. 
Learn about Gail’s experience in the Arctic and how she is  
bringing back tools to help save this declining species.

7 Education — Technology in the Classroom  
 The Education Department is putting technology in the hands  
of Zoo students in 2013. Children attending classes will have the 
opportunity to use iPads as part of their Zoo curriculum as they 
do hands-on research. Learn more about these new technology 
initiatives as you plan to send your child to Zoo classes!  

12 Kids’ Page   
 Marvel’s Avengers are appearing  
at the Zoo for the opening weekend of  
SunTrust Zoo Lights. The Kids’ Page  
features a special adventure for these heroes as they  
save Zoo Lights from The Green Goblin!   

Depar tments:

8 Special Events

9 November/December Calendar

11 Zoo News
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Zoos and Aquariums and a member of the World Assoc- 
iation of Zoos and Aquariums. ©2012 Memphis Zoo

Honorary Lifetime Directors:
Donna K. Fisher 
Roger T. Knox, President Emeritus 
Scott P. Ledbetter
Senator James R. Sasser 
Rebecca Webb Wilson

Ex Officio:
Dr. Chuck Brady, Zoo President & CEO 
Bill Morrison, City Council Representative 

Credits:
Laura Doty, Editor / Writer 
Abbey Dane, Writer
Brannon Moore, Writer
Geri Meltzer, Art Director
Laura Horn, Contributing Artist 
Jennifer Coleman, Copy Editor
Toof Printing, Printer
Exzooberance paper generously donated  
by International Paper employees

Zoo Admission Hours: 
March - October  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
November - February  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
•  Grounds close one hour after last  
    admission
•  Zoo Closed: Thanksgiving Day, 
    Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Our Mission:
Connecting people with wildlife

Memphis Zoo, Ya Ya and Le Le 
are trademarks of the Memphis Zoo.

Exzooberance™ is a bimonthly Memphis  
Zoological Society publication providing  
information for friends of the Memphis Zoo. 
Send comments to MZS, 2000 Prentiss Place, 
Memphis, TN 38112, call (901) 276-WILD  
or log onto www.memphiszoo.org. 

Vol. XXII, No. VI

Memphis Zoological Society  
Board of Directors 
as of August 2012  

Officers:
Diane Smith & Gene Holcomb, Co-Chairs 
Joseph C. DeWane, M.D., Vice Chair
Dorothy Kirsch, Secretary 
Russell T. Wigginton, Jr., Treasurer
Kelly H. Truitt, Past Chair 

Directors:
Gaurav Agarwal
Brent Alvord
Alison Barton
Robert A. Cox
Thomas C.  
  Farnsworth III
David Hopkins
Henry A. Hutton
R. Jason King 

Scott McCormick
Joyce A. Mollerup
Brandon Morrison
Carol W. Prentiss
Larry Roesel 
Karl Schledwitz
Jenna Shaw
Mario L. Walker

®

Membership  
Goes Green!

Don’t forget,  
membership cards  

are now printed directly at  
the Zoo when you arrive.  

These will no longer  
be mailed.
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Creature Feature

California

Sea Lions

•	 Mothers	give	birth	on	 

	 land,	not	in	the	water

•	 Pups	stay	with	their	 

	 mothers	until	a	year	old

•	 Pups	have	their	own	 

	 unique	personality

by Brannon Moore, Marketing Specialist

The Memphis Zoo welcomes with 
open arms (and flippers) its newest  
member of the Zoo family. “Teva,” a 
female California sea lion, was born  
on June 27. The newest addition to 
Northwest Passage was born to proud 
parents, “Andre” and “Callie.” This is 
the first successful sea lion birth at the 
Memphis Zoo.

Teva will soon join the Memphis 
Zoo’s sea lion pack that includes her 
parents, as well as “Skimmer” and 
“Chloe.” She is currently being raised 
and cared for by the Zoo staff in her 
night house. She also takes part in daily  
“swimming lessons” to ensure that she  

is ready to be on exhibit.
California sea lions give birth on land, 

not in the water. In the wild, mothers will 
nurse their pups until they are around 
six months of age. Pups stay with their 
mothers until they are around a year old, 
or until the mother has a new pup. 

“Teva is doing really well,” said Emily 
Smith, one of Teva’s primary caretak-
ers at Northwest Passage. “It’s been an 
amazing experience watching her grow 
up and develop. Like our other sea lions, 
she has her own unique personality. 
She’s very playful, smart and becoming 
more confident in the water every day.” 

The Memphis Zoo is very proud to  

be the home of this amazing animal, 
among others. Until Teva is ready to  
go on exhibit, visitors can see a video of 
her growth in the Underwater Viewing 
Area at Northwest Passage. For continued 
updates on Teva’s progress, photos and 
videos, please visit memphiszoo.org or 
visit our Facebook page!

Teva, 
the Zoo’s newest

addition to  
Northwest Passage

Teva,



Conservation

Gail Karr, Memphis Zoo Assistant  
Curator of Mammals, traveled to the  
tundra near Churchill, Manitoba, Canada, 
for a week-long Keeper Leadership Camp 
sponsored by Polar Bears International 
(PBI), the world’s leading polar bear  
conservation group. 

The Memphis Zoo selected Gail  
based on her past outreach and commu-
nity involvement. She joined 10 other  
zoo and aquarium professionals from 
across the United States and Canada.

“Keepers have the ability to reach 
a wide audience with a conservation 
message,” said Kathryn Foat, PBI’s Vice 
President of Conservation Education and 
Stewardship Strategies. “Participants 
spent a week in Churchill, the polar bear 
capital of the world, during the fall  
migration, where they learned about  
polar bears, climate change and how 
each of us can help.”

The experience included several nights 
at the Tundra Buggy® Lodge, with polar 
bears just outside. Despite the remote 
location, participants stayed connected 
with the rest of the world through blog 
posts on the PBI website. Gail’s posts  
can be seen on the Zoo’s website at 
www.memphiszoo.org/tundratracks. 

Participants learned how to create 
carbon-reduction programs in their  
communities and to inspire public  
involvement.

“Polar bears are one of the biggest 
conservation messages to the public,” 
Karr said. “Everyone can do something. 
Just doing small things reduces global 
warming in big ways.”

Gail was one of four participants who 
also served as camp facilitator. These 
individuals had additional responsibilities 
and played a leadership role during the 
week long camp.

by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

“I was excited about leading future 
arctic ambassadors,” Karr said. “This 
was so exciting to go because I’ve always 
been involved with bears. Bears are one 
of my passions. They are magnificent 
creatures and so complex.”

The Memphis Zoo was invited to send 
a representative to the camp because 
of its role as a PBI Arctic Ambassador 
Center. These centers educate the public 
about polar bears and climate change 
and play a leadership role in inspiring 
carbon reductions in their communities. 
They include more than 50 leading zoos, 
museums, science centers and aquariums 
in the U.S., Canada and Europe.

Gail is the second keeper from the 
Memphis Zoo who has attended a PBI 
workshop in Churchill. In 2011, Tammy 
Hill, a keeper in Northwest Passage and 
Teton Trek, completed the week long 
program. 
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Polar
Bears

“Polar bears are one of the biggest  

conservation messages to the public.  

Everyone can do something. Just doing 

small things reduces global warming in  

big ways.” – Gail Karr
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Start ahead, stay ahead.

Join us for Parent Preview Days 

 Early Childhood:  Tuesday November 13 at 5:30 p.m. &  

Wednesday November 14 at 9:30 a.m.

 Lower School: Wednesday, November 28 at 8:30 a.m.

 Middle School:  Wednesday, October 24 at 8:30 a.m. &  

Wednesday, January 23 at 8:30 a.m.

 Upper School: Tuesday, December 4 at 8:30 a.m.

 Upper School:  Student Visitor Days— 

October 23, November 7 & 16 and  

January 10

Reserve your spaceby calling (901) 537-1405  
41 Perkins Rd., Memphis, TN 38117    

admission@stmarysschool.org   www.stmarysschool.org

for girls age prekindergarten through grade 12

Discover more programs and get more  
information at memphiszoo.org/education.

‘12
PROgRAmsPROgRAms

EdzoocationEdzoocation

Using science, technology, engineering and math, Zoo educa-
tors connect students to wildlife and conservation. Students at 
the Zoo experience live animals in the classroom, targeted tours 
of animal exhibits, hands-on activities, and lively discussions. 
Each of these unique activities is built with a clear focus on age-
appropriate standards for learning. In fall 2012, the Education 
Department made strides by incorporating hands-on technology 
in the classroom. 

This year, teachers and students have 
a new tool to facilitate inquiry-based 
learning and teaching — the iPad! The 
Education Department has a beginning 
set of 10 iPads for students and two  
additional iPads for the educators to use.

Why iPads? The iPad allows students 
to have the world at their fingertips, with 
the ability to take photographs, make 
videos, record keeper chats, search for 
answers to questions, “travel” to animals’ 
natural habitats and create presenta-
tions. The possibilities are endless.

“Our goal is to equip students with 
the ability to use iPads as a means of 
research as technology continues to progress,” said Chuck Brady, 
President & CEO of the Memphis Zoo. “Putting these capabilities 
in the students’ hands will give them the knowledge to explore 
the things they learn at the Zoo at a deeper level.” 

In shifting from the model 
of teacher as “sage on the 
stage” to that of “guide on 
the side,” Zoo educators 
are empowering students to 
become active learners who 
can find, communicate and 
present information using a 
variety of tools. Gradually, 
iPads will become a standard 
part of the programs offered 
at the Memphis Zoo. 

For more information 
on how your child can be 
involved, contact the Zoo’s 
Education Department by 
calling (901) 333-6600.

Free Apps for
Families

•	 Memphis	Zoo*
•	 Creatures	of	Light
•	 Google	Earth
•	 iBird	Lite
•	 iBooks
•	 iRecycle
•	 National	Geographic 
	 Explorer
•	 Science	360	for	iPad
•	 The	Elements

*iPhone	&	Android

Reinventing Memphis Zoo Education:
iPads Facilitates Learning in Zoo Classes
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Nov. 16 -17

Nov. 25 - 29
College Nights
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$3 Skating with college i.D.  
(includeS Skate rental)  
$3 FerriS Wheel rideS with college i.D.
Free parking

(901) 333-6500 For more inFormation

Come out and show some school spirit!  
The Memphis Zoo presents “College Week,”  
four nights of fun for college students every- 
where. Bring your student I.D. and receive  
the special rate for ice skating, as well  
as our new 90-foot ferris wheel. Zoo Lights  
not open.

Nov. 17 - Dec. 30
Memphis Zoo on Ice Daily
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (daily)
$5 includeS Skate rental 
(not included in general Zoo admiSSion or 
Zoo lightS admiSSion) 
(901) 333-6500 For more inFormation

Memphis Zoo on Ice is back for the  
third year! Enjoy 5,400 square feet of real 
ice in an outdoor tent. Be sure to come 
early and enjoy the ice first. Learn more at 
memphiszoo.org. 

Memphis Zoo on Ice

Nov. 9
Winter Wildlife Snooze 
For adults and children ages 5 and up

7 p.m. to 9 a.m.
$55/memberS; $65/nonmemberS

price per participant. all children muSt  
be accompanied by an adult. 
regiStration deadline:  
monday, november 5, 2012

*laTe regisTraTion fee:  
reservaTions Made afTer The deadline  
will incur a $10 laTe regisTraTion fee  
Per child Per PrograM.

Brrr! It’s cold out there, but not all  
animals at the Zoo think it’s too cold  
to be outside! Explore the many ways 
animals have adapted to survive  
in such chilly temperatures at the  
Winter Wildlife Zoo Snooze! Snoozers 
will learn all about our winter friends 
through an interactive educational  
program, up-close animal visits, a  
moonlight safari through part  
of the Zoo, and fun  
games and crafts. Cost  
includes programming, an  
evening snack, breakfast,  
special Zoo Snooze t-shirt  
and admission to the Zoo the  
next morning!

Nov. 16 - Dec. 30
SunTrust Zoo Lights
5:30 to 10 p.m. • Select NightS

$5 memberS / $7 nonmemberS

(901) 333-6500 For more inFormation

See SunTrust Zoo Lights from New Heights, 
featuring a 90-foot LED ferris wheel of lights, 
presented by fred’s Super Dollar, all new in 
2012 ($5 per ride)! We’re bringing back your 
favorite activities, including Santa’s reindeer, 
magic shows, the Polar Express Train and 
more. Enjoy over a million lights throughout 
the Zoo and make your way to the Courtyard 
to visit Santa Claus. Make sure to swing by the 
ice rink and test your skills on the ice.  
             Learn more at memphiszoo.org. 

C E R E M o N y
5 p.m.
included in SuntruSt Zoo lightS admiSSion

(901) 333-6500 

Meet us at the Great Tree on the Zoo’s 
Avenue of Animals for a special tree-lighting 
ceremony as we open SunTrust Zoo Lights at 
the Memphis Zoo! We’ll have live entertain-
ment and WMC-TV’s Ron Childers will be 
joined by Marvel’s Avengers on live television 
as we count down to the lighting of the tree. 
Join us as we kick off the holiday season!

Fri., Nov. 16

Tree-LighTing

Zooper Hero Weekend 
Zoo admiSSion FeeS apply

        Marvel’s Avengers are making  
      their way to the Memphis Zoo for 
SunTrust Zoo Lights! Join us Friday, Novem-
ber 16 at 5 p.m. as these heroes help us light 
the tree at SunTrust Zoo Lights and Saturday, 
November 17 for a meet-and-greet with the 
superheroes, as well as a live show on our 
main stage. Don’t miss your chance to see the 
Avengers at the Memphis Zoo. For a detailed 
schedule, visit memphiszoo.org.

Schedule of Events:
General Zoo admission applies 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Zoo liGhts admission applies after 5:30 p.m.
 
Friday, November 16
• 5 p.m. – The Avengers help light  
the Great Tree on the Avenue of Animals
• 7 p.m. – The Avengers perform a live-action 
show on the main stage
 
Saturday, November 17
• 1 p.m. – The Avengers perform a live-action 
show on the main stage
• 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. – Meet-and-greet with 
your favorite Avenger.
(Please note that all superheroes not available at all times.)
• 7 p.m. – The Avengers perform a live-action 
show on the main stage



  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Key:
sunTrust	

Zoo	Lights
5:30 to 10 p.m.

Ice Skating! 
Ice skating only nights in November and December are limited. 

Visit  memphiszoo.org  for a complete schedule of  
night-time skating. Ice Rink open daily, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Ice Rink also open during each night of Zoo Lights.

99
New Year’s Eve

* subject to change. 
Please see 

memphiszoo.org for  
full schedule.

Christmas Day 
Zoo closed  
during day

Zoo Lights  
5:30 to 10 p.m.

      Nov 1 2 3 4 5
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Time Ends

Veterans Day

   11 12  13 14  15 16 17 

  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  

Winter 
Wildlife 
Snooze

   Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

skate	Only	and

Ferris	Wheel
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

   30 31

   16 17 18 19 20 21 22

  23 24 25 26 27 28 29

  2 3 4 5 6 7 8   

Thanksgiving Day 
Zoo closed 
during day

Zoo Lights  
5:30 to 10 p.m.

Christmas Eve 
Zoo closed

Zoo 
Hours 

Change! 
October 26 through 

February 28, last  
admission is at  

4 p.m.

Zoo on Ice & 
Zoo Lights 

Open 5:30 p.m.



Proud supporter of the Memphis Zoo

With our Customer Service,
Trustworthy Advice and Parts

WE WILL
WOW YOU!

Learn more about us and find the location nearest you at AutoZone.com
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Through your support, Macy’s 
Gives to initiatives important 
to you and your community – 
women’s health and wellness, 
arts, education, the environment 
and HIV and AIDS research and 
awareness. 

Together, we give every star 
the chance to shine.

LET 
EVERY 

STAR 
SHINE
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Zoo Rendezvous

Oh, the wonderful things they saw, they 
ate and they did. On September 8, 2012, 
more than 3,300 came to the Memphis Zoo 
to experience Zoo Rendezvous, our biggest 
single-night fundraiser of the year. More 
than 85 restaurants and bars participated, 
along with five entertainment acts. All  
proceeds support the daily operations of 
the Memphis Zoo. 

We would like to thank the following 
partners:

Platinum Partner:
iberiaBank

Carousin’ Camels:
Advanced Dermatology & Skin Cancer  

        Associates
AutoZone
Bors-Koefoed “BK” Family
Joseph C. DeWane, M.D.
FedEx
Caesars Entertainment
Mercedes-Benz of Memphis  

Flyin’ Flamingos:
Dorothy Orgill Kirsch
Pepsi Americas

Paradin’ Penguins: 
Delta Air Lines
SunTrust

Congratulations to the following  
winners of the décor contest! Thank you 
for all you did to make this event the Zoo’s 
biggest single-night fundraiser of the year. 

Best in Show Restaurant: 
Caesars Entertainment
Best in Show Bar: Blind Bear

RecapRecap
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saturday 
december 1
3 – 5 pm 

GinGerbread House 
WorksHop
Bring the family to decorate a gingerbread house in 
this fun-filled, festive workshop. Snacks and cider will 
be provided. Please register by Friday, November 16 at 
brooksmuseum.org or 901.544.6246. Maximum of 3 
people per group, each group decorates 1 house.

admission: $35 | $25 brooks members

free admission

Holiday artist 
market
Shop local from over 30 artists. Free admission to the 
galleries, and cash bar all day. The Brushmark Restaurant 
will be open for brunch. For reservations please call 
901.544.6225.

sunday
december 2
11am – 5 pm

saturday 
december 8
10am – 1pm

tHe brilliance of 
tiffany family day
Inspired by The Brilliance of Tiffany exhibition, families will 
enjoy a day of art-making and live performances. Houston 
High School’s Rendition Choir will perform holiday 
favorites, and artist Bill McKessy will provide a unique 
experience, utilizing light and children’s movements.  

free admission

included WitH museum admission

live in tHe Galleries
Holiday music
Enjoy holiday music in the museum galleries. 
11 am – 1 pm: Collierville High School Dragon Chamber 
Orchestra. 2 – 4 pm: Houston High School Mustang 
Chamber Orchestra.

saturday
december 15
11am –  4pm

admission: $5 per person 

art & a movie family 
niGHt: City lights
At 6:30 pm, sip hot chocolate and sew felt mustaches. 
Then at 7:30 pm, enjoy a screening of the Charlie Chaplin 
silent classic, City Lights. Tickets: 901.544.6208

thursday
december 20
6:30pm

brooksmuseum.org   901.544.6200

tHe brilliance of tiffany: lamps from tHe neustadt collection
october 12, 2012 – January 13, 2013
The exhibition is organized by The Neustadt Collection of Tiffany Glass in New York City, a non-profit 
institution renowned for its superb holdings of lamps and other decorative arts by Tiffany Studios.

Exhibition Sponsors Media Sponsor

at
 t

he
 m

us
eu

m

Auditorium sound system provided by Ninth Wave Audio / Video Design, generously sponsored 
by The Jeniam Foundation.

TM

overton park, 1934 poplar ave, mempHis, tn 38104



For tickets call 901-525-3000 or visit www.orpheum-memphis.com

CLIFFORD THE BIG RED DOG: LIVE!

Discounts 
Available for 
Groups of 10+! 

Call Lindsay at 529-4244 for more information.

Celebrate the timeless values of Clifford’s BIG Ideas- Share, Play Fair, Have 
Respect, Work Together, Be Responsible, Be Truthful, Be Kind, Believe In 
Yourself, Be A Good Friend and Help Others. There will be even more of 
him to love in this ALL NEW musical – sure to delight the entire family! 

Saturday, February 16, 2013 at 11am and 6pm

LULA WASHINGTON DANCE THEATRE

Based on the hilarious and popular book, the play begins where the 
book leaves off, with the trial of a much-maligned citizen of the piggy 
public. Are YOU afraid of the Big, Bad Wolf? What really happened? 
YOU decide!

Beautiful dancers, choreography by legends, high energy dancing... Lula’s 
choreography mixes athleticism, performance art, acting, jazz, ballet and 
street dance styles to reflect the African-American experience in innovative 
ways. Her work explores social issues and calls for global humanism.

Tuesday, January 29, 2013 at 6pm

THE TRUE STORY OF THE THREE LITTLE PIGS
Tuesday, November 20, 2012 at 6pm

GRUG (AT THE BUCKMAN PERFORMING AND FINE ARTS CENTER)
Sunday, March 24, 2013 at 6pm
Resembling a small, striped haystack with feet and a nose, Grug is 
fascinated by the world around him and solves everyday problems 
creatively and without fuss. Ted Prior’s hugely popular character is brought 
to life in this magical stage production for very young theatre lovers.
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