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3 Creature Feature: Freshwater Stingrays   
 By now, you are probably familiar with our new group  
of saltwater stingrays residing at the all-new Stingray Bay 
exhibit. But did you know we have another species of fresh- 
water ray living at the Aquarium? Check out these close  
cousins of our Stingray Bay group and compare what is  
different between these two species.  

4 Remembering Julie   
 Many of you joined us Saturday, March 23 to pay your 
respects to Julie the hippo who passed away March 16. Get 
an inside look at Julie’s life from a keeper’s perspective in this 
special tribute to her 51-year history at the Zoo. 

5 Memorial Day Weekend Activities   
 It’s time to plan your Memorial Day weekend, and we have 
lots of reasons you should be at the Zoo! Zoom through the 
Zoo, Zoo Brew, Members Night and the re-opening of the Birds 
& Bees exhibit all happen during this weekend. Don’t miss the 
Zoo on Memorial Day weekend! 

7 Conservation Programs: Seafood Watch   
 The Memphis Zoo has joined with Monterey Bay  
Aquarium and other facilities across the country in an up-and-
coming Ocean Conservation partnership to help us keep ocean 
life safe and healthy. Learn how your seafood purchases can 
help play a major role in ocean conservation.  
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Have a question? E-mail us at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org, or call (901) 333-6500
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On every page, in every story,
there’s an opportunity to leave your mark.
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particularly when it comes to educating children in the communities
where we live and work. By being heavily involved in programs that

support environmental education and literacy, we’re helping 
to create places where children from all walks of life 

can dare to dream big.

Visit us at internationalpaper.com
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Creature Feature

 2-5 pups

are born at a time, though 

breeding in captivity is  

still quite rare. The Zoo 

will locate a male with the 

best genetics to pair with 

our females.

by Bryan Summerford, Memphis Zoo Aquarist

I’m sure by now you’ve heard all of the 
buzz about the Zoo’s new seasonal exhibit, 
Stingray Bay. At Stingray Bay, visitors 
are able to get up close and interact with 
saltwater stingrays and sharks, but did you 
know a group of freshwater stingrays can 
now be seen at the Aquarium? 

A stingray is in a family of cartilaginous 
fish known as elasmobranch, which also 
includes sharks and skates. An elasmo-
branch is simply a fish whose skeleton is 
made of cartilage instead of bone. It also has 
five or more gill slits on each side of the head 
instead of the one gill covering of bony fish.  

Most stingrays have one or more barbed 
stingers strictly on their tail that are venom-
ous and used for defense. Their body is  
usually disc-shaped and has wing-like fins 
that they use for swimming.   

There are about 200 species of sting-
rays throughout the world. These are most 
commonly found in coastal subtropical and 
tropical waters, as well as the deep ocean. 
However, of this number, only 50 species 
are found exclusively in freshwater.  

A new and exciting addition to the Zoo’s 
aquarium is a group of three female White- 
blotched river rays. These are a species 
of freshwater river ray that is found in the 
Xingu River Basin in Brazil.  

They have the typical stingray disc 
shape, which is black or gray in color, with 
large, pale yellow spots covering the top 
half of the body. Currently our stingrays 
have a disc diameter of about seven inches, 
but at adult size they can reach 24 inches. 

In the wild they are found on rocky  
river bottoms where they can find fresh- 
water snails and crabs. The Zoo’s fresh-
water stingrays’ diet includes small fish, 
worms, clams, krill and shrimp. They are 
one of the more active freshwater rays. In 
the Aquarium, you will see them exploring 
their exhibit or buried in the sand.  

The International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) lists this animal as  
vulnerable due to habitat and the pet trade. 
Very little is actually known about the popu- 
lation in the wild. Further management plans  
and legislation improvements are needed to 

conserve wild populations of this ray. 
This stingray is one of just a few spe-

cies of fish managed by the Association of 
Zoos and Aquarium’s Species Survival Plan 
(SSP). The freshwater stingrays we have are 
here as future recommended breeders to 
help boost the captive population.  

Eventually, we will obtain a male for  
this purpose. A manager of the SSP will  
locate the male with the best genetics to 
pair with our females. Upon mating,  
stingray pregnancy lasts about three 
months and they give live birth to young 
stingrays known as pups. They can have 
between two and five pups at a time; how-
ever, breeding in captivity is still quite rare.  

The Aquarium staff at the Memphis Zoo 
is extremely excited to be part of this SSP 
program with such a stunning stingray!

The Aquarium staff at the Memphis Zoo is  
extremely excited to be part of this Species 
Survival Plan program with such a stunning 
stingray!
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Remembering Julie: A Keeper’s Perspective
by Dena Mandino, West Zone Keeper

She spent her entire life in Memphis but 

passed away March 16 at the age of 51. Can 

you imagine all the people she saw? I am  

honored that I was one  

of those people who 

came to know her in a 

way that only a keeper  

can. Julie always did 

what I needed her to do. 

She obediently came  

in and went out just as  

I asked her. I respected  

her and she returned the  

favor. Julie was, most of the time, a hands-

off kind of hippo. However, over the last 

few months, she wanted to interact with 

us more so than in the past. She was very  

intelligent, especially when you were trying  

to do something to her. I remember she had  

an irritated eye so the vet sent some spray 

medication to alleviate the redness. I thought 

it would be a snap; all she had to do was 

walk right past me and I would spray it in her 

eye. That worked for about 

two days. On the third, she 

winked when I tried to spray 

her and wouldn’t cooperate. 

Surprised by her behavior,  

I chuckled to myself. Julie was 

telling me, “that’s enough of 

that.” Julie also had a funny 

side (or the person watch-

ing always thought so). 

She would wait until you got right in front of 

her, fill her lungs full of air, and blow out her  

nostrils. My face would be plastered in a  

combination of spit and snot, and my hair  

would fly backwards. It won’t be the same 

without Julie, but at least I have some fond 

memories. 
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“Julie” was born at the Memphis Zoo on July 8, 1961. She spent her entire life in Memphis, but passed away March 16 at the age of 51. She lived a long, full life, producing 

ten offspring. Julie was preceded in death by her mate, “Ubei,” who died in 1995, and was the father of all her calves.
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Father’s Day Snooze

Discover more  
programs and get  

more information at

memphiszoo.org

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

Summer Zoo Camp 
Reserve your spot by calling (901) 333-6765 
• $165 members/$195 nonmembers 
• Price includes admission to one of the Zoo’s seasonal exhibits. 

Aftercare: 
• $85 members/$95 nonmembers
If a 2 p.m. pickup is too early for your schedule, we offer  
aftercare for Pre-K-5th grade each day.

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE: Reservations made after the deadline 
will incur a $20 late registration fee per child per program. 
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Give Dad a wild night at the Zoo for Father’s Day. Fathers can spend a night at 
the Zoo with their sons and daughters where everyone will learn all about animal 
fatherhood, tour part of the Zoo on a moonlight safari and play exciting games!  
A late-night snack, breakfast, a special Zoo Snooze T-shirt and admission to the 
Zoo on Saturday are included with registration.

(For adults and children ages 5 & up)

Friday, June 14, 2013
7 p.m. to 9 a.m.
$55/members • $65/nonmembers
Price per participant. 

All children must be accompanied 
by an adult. Registration deadline:  
Monday, June 10, 2013

Summer Camp 2013 

Colors	and	patterns
PreK – Kindergarten 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19

Come explore the colors and patterns of 
nature’s animals. Learn how color, spots, 
and stripes can be helpful to an animal. 
Child must be 4 years old and potty trained by 
May 1 to attend this camp. 

Animals	on	the	move
PreK – Kindergarten 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Swinging through the trees, running on 
the ground or gliding through the water 
are some ways that animals move around. 
Discover how and why animals move so 
differently. Child must be 4 years old and 
potty trained by May 1 to attend this camp. 

sense-able	Animals
PreK – Kindergarten 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19,  
July 29-August 2

Ever wonder how animals see after  
dark, hear under the water, and feel  
without fingers? In this new, “tasteful”  
class we will see how humans and animals 
make “sense” of things as they explore 
their homes. Child must be 4 years old and 
potty trained by May 1 to attend this camp.

What	a	Watery	Life
1st-2nd Grade 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19,  
July 29-August 2

From stingrays to sharks, sea lions to 
penguins, fish to turtles, your child will 
learn what animals need to live in their 
watery home. 

Extreme	Animals
1st-2nd Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Imagine making your home on the side 
of a volcano or a glacier! Some animals 
take “living on the edge” to the extreme — 
discover how in this exciting exploration.

Winged	Wonders
1st-2nd Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Spread your wings and fly! Uncover the 
fascinating world of birds, bats, and even 
stingrays in this gravity-defying camp. 

Animal	Toys	and	Treats
3rd-5th Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Everyone loves toys and treats, and 
wild animals are no exception! Learn how 
the Zoo enhances the lives of our animals 
by creating a more natural, stimulating 
environment. 

ZsI:	memphis
3rd-5th Grade 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19,  
July 29-August  2

From bugs to bones to bite marks, this 
camp will investigate the crime-solving 
capabilities of creatures and critters.

memphis	Zoo	U
6th-8th Grade 
June 17-21, June 24-28, July 8-12

At Zoo University, campers  
experience the Zoo like never before.  
Participate in behind-the-scenes tours, 
create animal enrichment, perform  
hands-on experiments, meet live animal 
ambassadors, and see how animals  
inspire scientists to new heights in  
technology and research.



In 2012, the Memphis Zoo joined the Ocean 
Conservation and Safe Seafood Watch Program 
in partnership with Monterey Bay Aquarium 
(MBA) and the University of Memphis green 
internship program. 

The Seafood Watch program was originally 
started in 1999 by MBA to assist restaurants 
and organizations that sought to educate con-
sumers on how buying and eating certain sea-
food could affect the entire ocean ecosystem. 

While there are almost 200 partners 
participating in the MBA Safe Seafood Watch 
program, the Memphis Zoo is the only zoo 
or business in Tennessee to participate in 
this educational initiative. Together with our 
partners, the goal is to raise awareness about 
buying and eating safe and sustainable seafood 
in the Memphis community. 

The first action by the Zoo was to create 
and host website content about ocean conser-
vation, including videos, links to smart phone 
apps and widgets created to inform visitors on 
sustainable seafood (http://www.memphiszoo.
org/seafoodwatch).

Recently, the Memphis Zoo opened its 
new exhibit, Stingray Bay, which became the 
perfect platform to educate visitors on Ocean 
Conservation. In addition to touching stingrays 
and sharks in the new exhibit, educational 
information for children and adults is avail-
able including QR codes to directly download 
safe seafood pocket guides to their iPhone or 
Android. If guests prefer, they can take home a 
wallet-sized pocket guide that is available from 
dispensers on the signage. This guide is orga-
nized to assist consumers in restaurants and 
markets with buying the best option of seafood 
that comes from sustainable sources and does 
not contain toxic chemicals (like mercury). 

Although the Memphis community is not 
near any oceans, this educational outreach 
program lets visitors know that they can make 
a difference by buying or ordering the most 
sustainable seafood option (e.g. do not order 
Chilean sea bass or orange roughy). Thanks 
to this initiative, guests can research to see 
‘what’s NOT on the menu’ and help save our 
oceans.

by Ladarius Millen, green intern, University of Memphis and Memphis Zoo
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May 24
Zoo Brew 
7 to 10 p.m. • Ages 21+ 

Taste beers from around the world and enjoy live 
entertainment at one of the Memphis Zoo’s most  
popular fundraisers. 

RegulAR ticket: $35 membeRs/$40 nonmembeRs  
oR V.i.p. ticket: $55 membeRs/$60 nonmembeRs

V.i.p. eARly entRy At 6 p.m. V.i.p. lounge is open fRom  
6-8 p.m. • includes ticket to Zoo bRew

limited AVAilAbility • see detAils below

Members Night  
6 to 9 p.m. • exclusiVe membeRs pARty

no outside beVeRAges ARe Allowed.
Members night returns May 26! Come out for  

an entertainment-filled evening that includes a Sea  
Lion Show at 7 p.m., Birds and Bees until 7 p.m.,   
entertainment in the Courtyard and free rides.

May 26
THURSDAY
MAY 23, 2013

6:30 P.M.

EventsEventsspECIALspECIAL
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June 3 - August 2
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A Magic Moment
by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

t the Memphis Zoo, we have animals from all over the 
world. However, only two animals at the Memphis Zoo 
have been around the world several times over. Their 
photo has, in any case. 

In October of 2008, The Commercial Appeal photojournalist Karen 
Pulfer Focht was tasked with the assignment of snapping a picture of 
the Memphis Zoo’s new baby giraffe and mother. What she captured, 
however, was magic. 

It’s the photo (right), of the 
new mother giraffe, “Serabi,” and 
her baby, “Sesi.” It’s been pinned, 
shared, e-mailed, posted and  
imitated countless times.

“I got the call, and I do remem-
ber that I had my daughter and 
her best friend with me,” Focht 
said. “They were bored because 
I ended up taking quite a long 
time.”

Their loss is our gain, however. 
“I can’t say that I ever dreamed  

as I was taking those pictures  
that I was going to get that shot —  
because that picture really is  
magical,” Focht said. “But I look 
for interaction. There’s definitely  
a special interaction between 
mothers and their babies.”

Focht, who has been a photo-
journalist for 25 years, considers it 
a career-making photo, one of the 
top five best pictures of her career 
and the most popular of all. 

“If I get three or four photos a  
year that are amazing, that’s a good  
year. And I shoot everyday,” she said. “But I have this thing. ‘Good, 
better, best. Never let them rest, until your good is better, and your 
better best.’ That comes from my photojournalism teacher, John H. 
White, who is a Pulitzer Prize winner.” 

Focht knew when she snapped the photo that she had a “better” 
photo, as she could feel it in her gut. When she got home, however, 
she knew she had caught that magic — that fleeting moment. She 
had a “best” photo.

And people agreed. And still 
do, to this day. 

“It’s 2013, and people are still 
coming up to me saying they’ve 
seen it,” Focht said.

When asked why she thinks 
her photo is such a universally 
loved shot, Focht can’t quite  
articulate it. She thinks it’s due 
to the fact that the photo really 
shows love. 

“You feel the love. You see it’s 
uplifting and powerful.”

It’s so powerful that it’s been 
around the world countless times. 
Focht has gotten requests to use 
the image from all over, from right 
here in the United States in New 
York and Connecticut, to across 
the oceans in the United Kingdom, 
Southern Sudan, Kuwait, Australia 
and China. 

“Not a month goes by that I  
don’t get an email from someone 
asking permission to use the  
photo in some way,” she said.

               It’s been reproduced in many  
forms — paintings, jewelry, children’s books, quilts and more.  
It’s even been reproduced in more unconventional forms, including 
shower curtains, flip flops and phone cases. 

Here at the Memphis Zoo, we have animals from all over the 
world. But only Sesi and Serabi have truly been all over, and will 
continue to travel. All thanks to a photograph. 

A

“I can’t say that I ever dreamed as I was taking those pictures 
that I was going to get that picture — because that picture 
really is magical.” — KAREN PULFER FOCHT, PHOTOJOURNALIST

“Good, better, best. Never let them 
rest, until your good is better,  
and your better best.” 
— JOHN H. WHITE, PULITZER PRIZE WINNER
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Le Le, meaning 

“happy happy”

was born 

July 18, 1998.

He has lived at 

the Memphis Zoo 

since 2003.
since 2003.

off Present coupon to receive $4 off General Zoo

Admission for one adult, senior or child. Cannot

be duplicated or combined with any other offers

or discounts. Discount does not apply to Stingray 

Bay exhibit admission. Offer expires 8/31/13.

Artwork provided by the Memphis Zoo
$4
Thanks For Your Donation • Enjoy This Money Saving Coupon!

 Memphis Zoo

General Admission

We Can’t Bear It Alone, But With Your

Dollar You Help Us Keep Our Home!

Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 12, 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Included with general Zoo admission

Join us Saturday, May 11 and Sunday, May 12, as we bring 
awareness to Missing Orangutan Mothers, or M.O.M. The 
Memphis Zoo will join other zoos around the world to create 
awareness and spread education about orphaned orangutan 
young. Throughout the weekend, learn more about this growing 
issue through touch carts, educational displays and crafts. A 
special keeper chat will be held at 1:30 on both days in front of 
the orangutan enclosure.  

Missing Orangutan Mothers Event

Zoo News

#ZooFlashChat 
@memphiszoo  

Do you follow us on Twitter? You should! We’ve recently started letting our Twitter  
followers know when there are special animal presentations and chats happening that might 
not be on the regular day-to-day schedule. We use a special hashtag — #zooflashchat —  
to make it easy to search for these pop-up performances. Join over 15,000 other Memphis Zoo 
fans on Twitter to see what you’re missing.
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brooksmuseum.org 

creation station

included with museum admission. free for brooks 
members and always free for children 6 & under.

 at the 
museum

TM

may 18 / June 8  / august 10

each wednesday this summer, the brooks 
will offer free activities for children of all 
ages and their adult friends. enJoy hands-on 
art-making and a variety of live-action and 
animated children’s films.

free admission.  

bring your whole family to the brooks to 
experience the world of art first-hand. tour 
the galleries with an interactive family 
guide and then channel your own creativity.  

a drop-in art-making activity from 11am to 1pm
sponsored by thomas & betts

wacky wednesday
free series during June & July
free activities for children from 10am to 12pm
sponsored by lebonheur childrens hospital 
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