


Phil and Julie Passman and their three kids love to visit 
the Memphis Zoo. “We probably go to the Zoo once a week, 
sometimes twice a week,” says Julie. “We like to go in the 
morning because the kids love to see the animals eat.”

With the frequency of their visits, it is convenient to  
maintain a family membership. Zoo visitors who hold a  
membership can enjoy benefits such as unlimited admission 
and free parking. The Passmans have held their family  
membership for six years. 

As parents, Phil and Julie wanted their children to enjoy  
the benefits of having a world-class Zoo in their city. “We 
have three kids now, and when we got it, our oldest kid was 
being homeschooled, so we used the Zoo as an educational 
experience for her,” says Phil.

The Passmans share many family memories at the Zoo. 
“Our most memorable experience was when we went to Teton 
  Trek when it first opened. It is now our kids’  
    favorite part of the Zoo, and by far  
     my favorite part of the Zoo as  
      well,” says Phil. Teton Trek, 

which opened in 2009, was inspired by Yellowstone  
National Park. The Passmans say proximity is one of the 
reasons to love the Zoo. “We live in East Memphis, so the 
convenience is great. It only takes 15 minutes to get there,” 
says Phil. “It’s our favorite place to go in the city.”

Zoo members enjoy many benefits. In addition to free  
admission and free parking, members enjoy exclusive previews 
to select exhibits and invitations to member-only events,  
three half-price guest admission coupons, and a one-year 
subscription to Exzooberance, the Memphis Zoo’s bimonthly 
magazine. Memphis Zoo members receive discounted  
admission to more than 150 other zoos and aquariums,  
discounts on select special event tickets, Zoo gift shop  
merchandise, Zoo rides and ice skating punch cards.

There are many kinds of membership levels to choose from 
— individual and dual to family and grandparent. To become 
a member or renew your membership, call (901) 333-6767, 
visit www.memphiszoo.org or come by the Zoo today. 

“Our most memorable experience  

was when we went to Teton Trek 

when it first opened. It is now our 

kids’ favorite part of the Zoo, and  

by far my favorite part of the Zoo  

as well.”— Phil Passman

How to Renew:  Visit www.memphiszoo.org • Call (901) 333-6767 • 

In person during regular Zoo hours • Upon receipt of mail renewal

Just a reminder: The Zoo no longer mails membership cards. 

Please pick up your cards on your next visit.

Zoo Membership

Julie, Zoe, Emmy, Ian and Phil Passman 

by Priyanka Bhagat, Marketing Intern
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Have a question? E-mail us at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org, or call (901) 333-6500
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New App!
The Zoo has launched  

a brand-new mobile app,  
now available in the App Store!  

This addition requires a whole new 
download of the app. Download  

it today and take advantage  
of the many ways to connect  

with us!

EXZOO- 
    BERANCE!
EXZOO- 
    BERANCE!
In this issue: 

3 Creature Feature — Camels 
 You may have ridden one of our four new,  
one-humped residents, but how much do you  
know about these desert dwellers? Learn more  
about “Mickey,” “Cotton,” “Crocket,” “Luke”  
and the rest of their camel friends. 

5 Conservation  
 It’s easy being green! At the Zoo’s new  
composting site at Once Upon A Farm, you can  
learn how to develop your own compost at home. 
Through this simple process, you can start making 
strides to use the items you might think are “trash” to 
benefit the environment.

6 Education — Summer Camp
 Summer Zoo Camp is here! Have you registered 
your child for the wildest camp around? Don’t forget 
members receive discounts for this summer program, 
and we have fun topics for all ages!  

Depar tments:

8 Special Events

9 May/June Calendar

10 Zoo News

12 Kids’ Activity Page
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Dromedary
Camels

The hump gives camels  
their legendary ability  

to travel up to 100 desert  
miles without water.

Dromedary
Camels

Join the Caravan!
by Brannon Moore, Marketing Specialist

Camels have made their return to the 
Memphis Zoo, and now is your chance to 
ride one of these desert dwellers. “Mickey,” 
“Crocket,” “Luke” and “Cotton” are  
temporarily joining the Zoo family. Each  
of the four camels have unique personalities 
and love interacting with Zoo visitors.

These four dromedary, or one hump 
camels, are no strangers to the zoo world. 
Mickey has the most riding experience of 
the group and has been a part of the Great 
Plains Zoo, Living Desert Zoo and the Point 
Defiance Zoo. Crocket, the Rocket, has also 
made his way to several different zoos and 
is sure to be a crowd favorite. Luke and  

Cotton are the youngest of the bunch at 
only four years old. These two companions  
frequently travel together learning the  
riding business.  

Now you may be wondering just what 
that one large hump on their backs is used 
for. Camels rarely sweat, even in desert  
(or Memphis) temperatures! The single 
hump stores up to 80 pounds of fat, which 
a camel can break down into water and  
energy when food and water are not 
available. These humps give camels their 
legendary ability to travel up to 100 desert 
miles without water. 

Dromedary camels have been  
domesticated for approximately 3,500  
years and have been long valued as pack 
animals. They can carry large loads for  

 
 
 
 
up to 25 miles a day. Today, nearly all  
of the world’s camels are domestic  
animals. They are found in northern Africa 
and southwestern Asia and have been  
introduced to Australia. 

The Memphis Zoo is very happy to  
welcome these incredible creatures to  
Memphis. During their stay they are located 
between the Outpost Restaurant and North-
west Passage. On your next visit swing by 
and see (or ride) one of our newest Zoo 
friends. Rides are $5 per person and are 
open until October 31.

Creature Feature

 80 lbs.

of fat  is stored in a single 

hump, which a camel can 

break down into energy 

when water is unavailable.
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Thursday, May 24 - Sunday, May 27

M E M P H I S  Z O O



Conservation
at the Zoo 

The Memphis Zoo is excited to announce 
the recent opening of the new composting 
demonstration site. Beginning this spring,  
visitors can learn the fundamentals of effective 
home composting, see how household waste 
can be turned into compost and learn how to 
use compost in the garden. The site, which is 
located at Once Upon A Farm, is a permanent 
addition to the Memphis Zoo, and is a partner-
ship between BASF chemical company and 
the University of Memphis Green Internship 
program to address the sustainability at the 
Memphis Zoo. 

“Thirty-five percent of household waste that 
can be composted would otherwise take up 
space in a landfill,” says Memphis Zoo Green 
intern Wesley Melton. “Composting has taken 
off, but we are trying to make people aware 
that you can compost within your own home.”

Composting is a better alternative to dump-
ing because it reduces waste. Kitchen and yard 
waste such as fruit and vegetable scraps, grass, 
autumn leaves and wood chips make excellent 

compost material. Visitors can learn how to 
utilize such common household waste for  
composting, and they can view models of 
common home composting systems like the 
tumbling bin system and the one bin system.

A tumbling bin system is a self-enclosed bin 
that rotates on an axis when turned manually. 

“We’ve made the site hands-on and inter- 
active. Visitors will be able to turn a tumbling 
bin to see how compost needs to be aerated,” 
said Melton. 

The one bin system is another simple  
composting method that can be done in the 
backyard. This system is composed of a single 
bin containing the decomposing materials en-
closed within a small fence to deter scavengers.

As fresh household waste is added to a 
compost pile over time, the material that has 
been at the bottom of the pile becomes com-
post first. The demonstration site will teach 
visitors how to properly remove compost from 
a one bin system and how to aerate the pile for 
faster and more effective decomposition.

Conservation

“Thirty-five percent of  
household waste that can be 
composted would otherwise 
take up space in a landfill.”

“Composting has taken off, 
but we are trying to make 
people aware that you can 
compost within your own 
home.” 

“We’ve made the site  
hands-on and interactive.”

– Wesley melton, memPhis Zoo 

Green intern, University of memPhis
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Director of Conservation 

and Research Dr. Andy 

Kouba and intern Wesley 

Melton stand at the new 

composting site at Once 

Upon A Farm.

by Priyanka Bhagat, Marketing Intern



Enroll now. Space is limited.  

Call (901) 333-6576 to register!

Discover more programs and get more  
information at memphiszoo.org/education.
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June 4 – August 3, Monday – Friday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Aftercare: 2 to 5:30 p.m.
Cost per week: $165/members; $195/nonmembers
Aftercare: $85/members; $95/nonmembers
Call (901) 333-6576 to register

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE: Reservations made after the dead-
line will incur a $20 late registration fee per child per program.  

Send your child to the wildest camp around: ZOO CAMP! 
Campers will explore the fascinating world of animals while 
participating in fun games, crafts, tours, keeper chats, live 
animal visit and interactive experiments! Cost includes a camp 
T-shirt and one snack. Parents must provide a non-refrigerated, 
non-microwavable lunch.

Zoo Camp Summer 2012

PreK/K
Big & Small, Short & Tall 
June 4-8, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 16-20,  
July 30-August 3  
Animals come in all shapes and sizes, and 
while sometimes bigger is better, small can  
be extremely special too. This camp will  
teach all about opposites and why so many 
animals are so very different.    

Classy Critters 
June 11-15, June 25-29, July 9-13, July 23-27 

In the wild, it’s often what you wear on the 
outside that counts. This camp will introduce 
different animal coverings through games, 
crafts, songs, live animal visits, and other  
fun activities.    

Growing up is Fun to Do 
June 4-8, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 16-20,  
July 30-August 3 

All baby animals have to grow up  
eventually. They have lots to learn along the 
way. Explore the world through the eyes of 
cubs, chicks, ponies and many more.  

1st-2nd grade
Animal Appetites 
June 11-15, June 25-29, July 9-13, July 23-27 

Have you ever wondered what a particular 
animal eats? In this fun-filled week, you can 
feed your curiosity as you learn what many 
animals eat, why they eat what they do, and 
how to prepare a meal for some of our  
popular animals.   

Journey to the Top  
of the World 
June 4-8, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 16-20,  
July 30-August 3 

Join our expedition team as we trek to 
the Tetons, ascend to the top of Everest, and 
conquer Kilimanjaro. Discover the wintery 
adaptations of animals who survive at these 
lofty altitudes.   

ZOOlympics 
June 11-15, June 25-29, July 9-13, July 23-27 

Imagine making your home on the side 
of a volcano or even a glacier! Some animals 
take “living on the edge” to the extreme — 
discover how in this exciting exploration.   

3rd-5th grade
Leader of the Pack 
June 4-8, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 16-20,  
July 30-August 3 

Prides, packs, parliaments, and parades all 
have a leader to follow. Examine the complex 
social structures of these groups and learn 
what it takes to be the top banana in the 
animal world.   

Nocturnal Adventures 
June 11-15, June 25-29, July 9-13, July 23-27 

What do bats, owls, and opossums have 
in common? When we go to bed, they’re just 
waking up! Join us this week to find out how 
they survive their nocturnal adventures as  
we explore the adaptations of animals of  
the night.  

6th-8th grade
Dinosaurs Rock!  
$168/members; $198/nonmembers 
June 4-8, June 11-15, June 18-22, June 25-29, 
July 2-6 

If you really dig dinosaurs, this camp  
is just for you! Learn about what these  
thunderous lizards ate, where they lived, and 
who their modern relatives are. Cost includes 
tour of Dinosaur exhibit.

Dr. Zoolittle  
July 9-13, July 16-20, July 23-27,  
July 30-August 3

Have you ever sung with a sea lion, 
rapped with a raptor or chatted with a  
cheetah? Unlock the doors of animal  
communication, as you become Dr. Zoolittle! 



Information line: (901) 333-6600 • Registration line: (901) 333-6576 • www.memphiszoo.org/education

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

Discover more programs and get more  
information at memphiszoo.org/education.‘12PROgRAmsPROgRAms

EdzoocationEdzoocation

Homeschool  
Workshops 2012 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$35/members 
$45/nonmembers
($5 off if parent assists. 
Parent Assistants MUST attend 
Zoo Volunteer Orientation)

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE:  
Reservations made after the  
deadline will incur a $10 late  
registration fee per child per  
program. (PreK/K students must 
be 4 years of age by the program 
date.)

All in a Day’s Work
Learn all about what zoo- 

keepers and other animal staff 
do on a day-to-day basis in what 
some people would call “a job  
of a lifetime.”

(Registration deadline: May 7)
May 14– PreK/K and 1st/2nd 
May 16 – 3rd/4th and 5th-7th

Father’s Day Snooze 

(For adults and children  
ages 5 & up)
Friday, June 15, 2012
7 p.m. to 9 a.m.
$55/members  
$65/nonmembers
Price per participant. All  
children must be accompanied 
by an adult. Registration dead-
line: Monday, June 11, 2012

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE:  
Reservations made after the 
deadline will incur a $10 late 
registration fee per child per 
program.

Give Dad a wild night at the 
Zoo for Father’s Day. Fathers can 
spend a night at the Zoo with 
their sons and daughters where 
everyone will learn all about ani-
mal fatherhood, tour part of the 
Zoo on a moonlight safari, and 
play exciting games! A late-night 
snack, breakfast, a special Zoo 
Snooze t-shirt, and admission to 
the Zoo on Saturday are included 
with registration.

Join us as we focus on the bears of the Memphis Zoo 
and around the world. We’ll celebrate bears through 
interactive displays, storytelling, special Keeper Chats, as 
well as educational demonstrations. Don’t miss our special 
guest “Paley,” the polar bear mascot.

Bear 
Awareness 

Week
May 17, 18, 19

Included with Zoo admission!
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May 25
Zoo Brew 
7 to 10 p.m. • Ages 21+ 

This year at Zoo Brew, you have two ticket options. 
Choose between a regular Zoo Brew ticket or the  
all-new V.I.P. ticket. Pricing details below. 

RegulAR ticket: $30 membeRs/$35 nonmembeRs  
oR V.i.p. ticket: $50 membeRs/$55 nonmembeRs

eARly entRy At 6:30 p.m. • includes ticket to Zoo bRew

limited AVAilAbility • see detAils below

Members Night  
6 to 9 p.m. • exclusiVe membeRs pARty

no outside beVeRAges ARe Allowed.
Members night returns May 27! Come out for an 

entertainment-filled evening, including a sea lion show 
at 7 p.m., Birds and Bees until 7 p.m. and entertainment 
in the Courtyard as well as free rides!

May 27

EventsEventssPECIALsPECIAL
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Music on 
the Porch

Summer Zoo Camp 
June 4 - August 3

Summer Zoo Camp 
June 4 - August 3

Summer Zoo Camp 
June 4 - August 3

Summer Zoo Camp 
June 4 - August 3

Summer Zoo Camp 
June 4 - August 3

Homeschool 
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Homeschool 
Workshop

Zoo 
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through the 
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Members  
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Independence Day

Father’s Day 
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Drake (pictured) grins ear to ear while riding “Crocket,” one of the four 

dromedary camels in the all-new Camel Excursion. 

Zoo News

Memphis Zoo visitors have the 
unique opportunity to feed giraffes 
by hand this summer. Running now 
through October, visitors to the Zoo 
can feed our herd of seven giraffes. The 
Giraffe Feeding Adventure is located 
on the deck behind the giraffe exhibit. 
The feeding consists of three pieces of 
lettuce, which is supplied by the Zoo. 
Feedings are available Wednesday 
through Sunday, at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Cost is $5 per feeding.

Giraffe Feeding Adventure

“Thank you, thank you, 

thank you for having such a 

great exhibit. We absolutely 

LOVED it, and that is all he 

has talked about since.”

– Jennifer, facebook fan

Meet Crocket, one of seven  
camels in the Zoo’s all-new Camel 
Excursion. Crocket and his friends 
are dromedary, or one hump, camels. 
Children and parents alike love the 
new exhibit. “We think it’s great 
that the kids get to interact with 
the animals,” Drake’s dad said. The 
camel rides are located near the east 
end of the Zoo, between the Outpost 
Restaurant and Northwest Passage. 
Rides are available 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, and the cost is $5 per person.

Camel Excursions 

ADOPT 

 A KOMODO 

DRAgOn

Dinosaurs may be extinct, but we 
have dragons right here at the Memphis  
Zoo. Our Komodo dragons, who recently  
had a baby for the first time in Memphis 
Zoo history, are the proud parents of 
four new little dragons. Help us care for 
our new bundles of joy. Adopt a Komodo  
dragon, and be part of Memphis Zoo 
history. By adopting an animal at the 
Memphis Zoo, you help pay for the care 
and feeding of that animal for a year. 
“Adoption” packages start at $25. 

More information can be found on 
our website at www.memphiszoo.org/
adoptadinosaur.  

Our all-new Dinosaur exhibit is roaring now.  

This prehistoric habitat features 15 life-like anima-

tronic dinosaurs, along with information about each 

creature. Learn how these animals lived and how they 

compare to their animal cousins today. Also learn how 

we can preserve today’s species so history doesn’t 

repeat itself. The Dinosaur exhibit is located in the 

outdoor area behind our Education Building. Tickets 

are $3 for members, and $4 for nonmembers. Hurry  

in before July 8, when the Dinosaur exhibit will  

be extinct.

Dinosaurs
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MyLife
Read about your life 
daily in the pages of 

For home delivery, call 901.529.2666

Second Annual NanoDays

by Priyanka Bhagat, Marketing Intern

The Memphis Zoo celebrated its second  
annual NanoDays event this spring. The 
event, which was held on March 26, allowed 
Zoo visitors to get a better grasp of the role  
of nanotechnology in the future of science 
and technology.

Nanotechnology concerns the character- 
istics of organic materials at the nanolevel,  
so small that they can be measured in nano-
meters, or billionths of a meter. At the nano-
scopic level, scientists can study the unique 
characteristics of organic materials such as 
the water-repellency of lotus leaves to learn 
how these properties can be mimicked for  
use in man made materials.

One example of nanotechnology can be 

NanoDays
“In the past few years, nanotechnol-

ogy has quickly become an indispensable 
component of modern scientific research in 
fields ranging from computer processing to 
pharmaceutical development,” says Laura 
Snook, science educator at the Memphis Zoo. 
“Educating students about nanotechnology 
in the fun and exciting atmosphere of the 
Zoo not only sparks a student’s interest for 
the future in science and engineering, it also 
encourages a curiosity of nature and  
the world  
around us.”

seen in the Speedo swimsuit Michael Phelps 
used in the Olympics in 2008. The material 
on the suit was designed to mimic the  
drag-eliminating quality of shark skin. 

Attendees heard lectures given by  
professors from the University of Tennessee 
Health Science Center on the importance  
of nanoscience and nanomedicine and the 
role of nanomedicine in drug delivery. The  
program included interactive components, 
called “Nanokits.” These demonstrations 
were set up all over the Zoo to show visitors 
how plants and animals can inspire  
innovation in design and engineering.

NanoDays is part of a larger initiative  
of the Memphis Zoo called the  
NanoZoo Connects! program.  
Last year the Memphis Zoo  
received a $500,000 grant  
from the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to build a  
state-of-the-art distance learn- 
ing lab at the Memphis Zoo.  
The lab will allow 7,000 rural  
students in four different  
counties to learn about nano- 
technology through distance  
learning technology.



OVERTON PARK |  1930 POPLAR AVENUE |  (901) 272-5142 
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BROOKS KIDS!
www.brooksmuseum.org

TM

featured summer events at the Brooks!

Presented by

Creation 
Station

Wacky 
Wednesdays

Presented by

Saturday, May 19
Dribble, Splatter, Splash

Saturday, June 9
Let Your Soul Shine

Each Wednesday this summer, the Brooks 
will offer a children’s fi lm series and an 

open studio from 10  am -12 pm. 
Children of all ages and their 

adult friends can drop into our Artworks 
Studio and create a variety of projects 

using many different materials. They can 
also watch a multitude of fi lms made just for kids. 

Museum admission and all activities are free, so the 
whole community can experience the creativity 
and inspiration of both the visual arts  and fi lm.


Free Every

Wednesday

JUNE + JULY

10am – 12pm

Bring your whole family to the Brooks to experience 
the world of art fi rst-hand.  Tour the galleries with an 
interactive family guide and then channel your own 
creativity. Free with museum admission.  Children 6 & 
under are always free.

A drop-in art-making activity from 11am – 1pm

Art and Soul 
Family Day

Come celebrate African American art 
and artists with music, theater, and of course 
art!  Be inspired by the amazing works of art 
featured in The Soul of a City: Memphis Collects 
African American Art, opening June 9.   Be creative 
with hands-on art-making.  Be moved by the music 
of Stax Music Academy.  Be captivated by a family-
friendly performance of “Little Red Riding Hood” by 
Hattiloo Theatre.  Children who bring their drawing 
of Little Red Riding Hood will receive a free red 
backpack! (quantities limited)

Saturday, June 23
10 am to 1 pm

FREE ADMISSION + ACTIVITIES

Sponsored by

A fun-filled day for 
the whole family!



For more information or to enroll email Education@orpheum-memphis.com or call 529-4242
www.orpheum-memphis.com

In the 2012 Summer Institute, students will 
experience firsthand the inner workings of 
the theatre, performing arts business, and the 
Broadway production of Mamma Mia! 

BROADWAY BOOTCAMP

COMING THIS 
SUMMER!

2012 SUMMER INSTITUTE

Students and theatre professionals work together for 
5 full days of singing, dancing, acting, and master 
classes to produce a Broadway showcase for family 
and friends.

Middle School Students (Ages 12-15)
Tuition: $225 per student
8:30 AM - 4 PM daily

High School Students (as of September 2011)
Tuition: $195 per student
8:45 AM - 4 PM daily
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