
March/April 2012

IN THIS ISSUE
Dinosaurs at the Zoo
Giraffe Feeding Adventure
Camel Rides are Back

EXZOOBERANCE

MEMBERS
SEE IT FIRST!

DETAILS INSIDE!



WELCOME TO OUR
STOMPING
GROUNDS
FedEx is proud to support the Memphis Zoo.

fedex.com
© 2012 FedEx. All rights reserved.



MidSouth Chevy full 
page ad

EXZOO-	
				BERANCE!
EXZOO-	
				BERANCE!

Published for friends of The MeMPhis Zoo

The Memphis Zoo is accredited 
by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums and a member of the 
World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums. ©2012 Memphis Zoo

11

77

55

22
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New App!
The Zoo has launched  

a brand new iPhone app,  
now available in the App Store!  

This addition requires a whole new 
download of the app. Download  

it today and take advantage  
of the many ways to connect  

with us!

In this issue: 

2 Dinosaurs at the Memphis Zoo! 
 Dinosaurs have arrived at the Memphis Zoo,  
and they’re waiting for you! Fifteen animatronic  
dinosaurs, a Dino Puzzle, Dino Dig Site,  
DinoVision video station and the Dino Dig Shop  
make this more than your average Zoo visit.  
Learn more on pages 2 and 3, plus find out how  
members can see it first!

5 Conservation  
 With all the fun we’re having with Dinosaurs,  
it’s important to stop and reflect on the ways we can 
prevent the animals of today from becoming extinct. 
Our team members are part of programs across the 
globe that help conserve endangered species. Learn 
about a few of these programs and how you can get 
involved.

7 Education
 Have you registered for Spring Break Camp? It’s not 
too late to be a part of the wildest camp around! We’re 
also taking registrations for Summer Zoo Camp. Learn 
how you can be a part of the many education activities 
taking place this spring and summer! 

Depar tments:

8 Special Events

9 March/April Calendar

10 Zoo News

12 Kids’ Activity Page
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Stay tuned for more information coming soon to memphiszoo.org.

Opens March 10 
Member preview in early March. Stay tuned!

Admission $3 Members / $4 Nonmembers

Members See It First 
March 3-9  •  $3 per member

Members, you will be the first to see 

this exhibit! Join us March 3-9, for a 

week long member preview of the ex-

hibit. Don’t forget, members save 
25% on this exhibit, so your fee is 

just $3 per person. Opens to the public 

March 10.

They’ve arrived! 
Opens to the Public March 10

Dinosaurs have arrived at the Memphis 

Zoo! Use this map to learn more about 

what to expect when you visit. 

Open March 10 - July 8

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Last entry at 5:30 p.m.

$3/members; $4/nonmembers

Tickets can be purchased at the front 

gate or at the entrance of the exhibit.

Dinosaur 
L i s t

  1. Therizinosaurus   

  2. Styracosaurus

  3. Stegosaurus

  4. Baryonyx

  5. Dilophosaurus

  6. Brachiosaurus

  7. Giganotosaurus

  8. Carnotaurus

  9. Parasaurolophus egg nest 

  10. Parasaurolophus

  11. Edmontonia

  12. Triceratops

  13. Tyrannosaurus

  14. Compsognathus

  15. Tyrannosaurus Baby

 Dino Dig  
Site

Grab some tools and help 

us uncover fossils hidden 

in the sand!

 Dino Chats 

Learn more about the 

Dinosaurs from our 

specialists! Meet us in the 

main Courtyard at 10:30 

a.m., 12:30 p.m. and  

2:30 p.m.

 Entrance 

Enter “Dinosaurs” through 

the Zoo’s Courtyard, just to 

the right of the Nile River. 

Dino Dig 
Gift Shop 

Purchase dinosaur gifts 

and toys in this special 

retail shop.

NILE 

RiveR

ELEphaNt’s 

TRuNk  

Zoo shop

Presented by

eXHiBiT SPONSORS:  Dinosaur Par tners   |   fred’s Pharmacy   |   fred’s Super Dollar   |   Joseph C. DeWane, M.D.   |   Roger and Ann knox    |   Dorothy Orgill kirsch   |   event Rentals by Hicks   |   Joyce Mollerup and Robert Buckman   |   king Cotton Meats & Circle B   |   Mahaffey Tent & Party Rentals

 Kaman’s 
Photo 

Opportunity
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 Plan a 
DinoParty 

Don’t miss the opportunity 

to throw the “BIGGEst” 

party of the year. We’re 

taking reservations for 

after-hours events at 

the Dinosaur exhibit 

this spring. Call (901) 

333-6571 for details or 

visit memphiszoo.org/

dinosaurs.

 DinoVision 

Rest your feet during  

a dino video at the  

Dinovision Amphitheater 

as we learn more about 

dinosaurs and what our 

own zookeepers can teach 

us about today’s living 

reptiles.

 Dino Puzzle 

Paleontologists spend 

months piecing together 

the fossils uncovered 

during a dig. You can help 

us piece the magnets of 

this puzzle together to 

reconstruct a T-Rex!.

 Dino 
Education 

Our education department 

has put together great 

classes for all the dinosaur 

enthusiasts. visit mem-

phiszoo.org/dinoeducation 

for details.
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Conservation

As we venture into our past to study 
dinosaurs in the Zoo’s new exhibit, it’s 
important that we also look ahead for 
ways we can prevent today’s species 
from becoming extinct. Memphis Zoo 
researchers and keepers are part of 
programs taking place around the world 

that are working to preserve some of 
today’s most endangered species. 

In order to give you a peek at  
these programs, we’ve highlighted four 
initiatives currently taking place both 
at the Memphis Zoo and in the species’ 
native habitats. Follow along with our 

conservation efforts for the Mariana 
Avifauna Conservation (MAC) program, 
the Komodo dragon project, our part-
nership with Polar Bears International 
and our reintroduction program for the 
Louisiana pine snakes.

Komodo Dragons

Komodo dragons are native to only four 
small islands, and a small portion of a larg-
er one, in Indonesia. Their number in the 
wild is estimated to be around 5,000. Since 
their island homes are so small, a direct hit 
from a powerful typhoon, a tsunami, or a 
disease, could wipe them out quickly. Just 
recently, we began hatching fertile eggs 
from our breeding pair, with the Zoo’s first 
Komodo dragon hatchling emerging from 
its egg on October 8, 2011 after 222 days 
of incubation. We expect this historic baby 
to be just the first of many more produced 
here in Memphis!  
memphiszoo.org/komodoproject

Louisiana Pine Snake

The Louisiana pine snake is the rarest 
snake in North America. Today, the snake 
survives in just six tiny parcels of pine forest, 
some probably too small to sustain the 
relict populations. The Memphis Zoo works 
with partners in the U.S. Forest Service and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to identify 
and repair tracts of longleaf pine forest in 
Louisiana and Texas where the pine snake 
is found or once inhabited. These snakes 
are bred by zoos that participate in the  
Association of Zoos and Aquariums Species 
Survival Plan® for the Louisiana pine snake.
memphiszoo.org/louisianapinesnake

The MAC Program

Today, only two species of Guam forest birds survive and only 
in captivity. The MAC program is intended to provide the birds of 
the Mariana Islands with the best possible chance for long-term 
survival. To date, the MAC program has successfully relocated 
approximately 100 Saipan bridled white-eyes and 24 golden 
white-eyes to the Sarigan Island sanctuary. We plan to relocate 
48 more golden white-eyes to Sarigan this year. These birds are 
the beginning of protected wild populations. We currently hold six 
species in captive programs, three of those species are successfully 
reproducing in zoos and have stable populations. We are working  
hard to determine what it will take to breed the other three species. 
These captive birds are ambassadors for conservation in the  
Marianas and can serve as insurance populations if needed to 
reintroduce the species to their native habitat.

Polar Bears International
The Memphis Zoo has joined  

with Polar Bears International (PBI)  
to help save polar bears in the wild.  
Memphis zookeeper Tammy Hill  
traveled to the polar bear capital of 
the world, Churchill, Manitoba,  
Canada, in October 2011 to take 
part in the PBI Leadership Camp. 
The camps are designed to educate, 
inspire and lead others to take action. 
Participants return with information 
and skills to lead efforts to help the 
polar bears in their own communities. 

The Memphis Zoo has initiated 
energy-saving policies to reduce our 
carbon emissions and combat climate 
change, the leading threat to polar 
bear habitats.

memphiszoo.org/pbiprogram
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Discover	more	programs	and	get	more		
information	at	memphiszoo.org/education.

Information line: (901) 333-6600 • Registration line: (901) 333-6765 • www.memphiszoo.org/education

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

‘12pROgRAmspROgRAms
EdzoocationEdzoocation

77

Homeschool Workshops 2012 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$35/members; $45/nonmembers
($5 off if parent assists. Parent Assistants  
MUST attend Zoo Volunteer Orientation)

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE: Reservations made 
after the deadline will incur a $10 late registra-
tion fee per child per program. (PreK/K students 
must be 4 years of age by the program date.)

monkey	see,	monkey	Do
Monkeys and apes, as well as many other 

animals, have shown great cognition skills.  
Find out how intelligent these animals really are 
in this one-of-a-kind class.

(Registration deadline: April 9)
April 16– PreK/K and 1st/2nd 
April 18 – 3rd/4th and 5th-7th

All	in	a	Day’s	Work
Learn all about what zookeepers and other 

animal staff do on a day-to-day basis in what 
some people would call “a job of a lifetime.”

(Registration deadline: May 7)
May 14– PreK/K and 1st/2nd 
May 16 – 3rd/4th and 5th-7th

PreK – 5th grade • March 12-16, 2012 • 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$35/members per day; $45/nonmembers per day • Aftercare 2 to 5:30 p.m.; $20 per day

*LATE REGISTRATION FEE: Reservations made after March 5 will incur a $10 late registration  
fee per child per program. (PreK/K students must be 4 years of age by the program date.)

mother	Nature’s	Justice	League	

Faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, strength FIVE times 
greater than steel, able to hear a mouse move from 500 feet away and withstand tempera-
tures plummeting to minus 60˚C. No, it is not Superman; I’m talking about the animals in 
Mother Nature’s own Justice League. You can find them right here at the Memphis Zoo. Join 
us for Spring Break Camp this year and learn all about them. See how they make this world 
a better place!

SPR ING BR E AK CAMP 2012 

NanoDays returns to the Memphis Zoo 
March 26, 2012! We invite you to join us 
as we celebrate nano and nature. Using 
hands-on demonstrations, we will explore 
how scientists are using the world around 
us as inspiration for new and exciting de-
velopments in engineering and technology.

NanoDays 
exPerience The  
MeMPhis Zoo aT  
The nano level.
March 26
9 a.M. To 1 P.M.
included wiTh  
Zoo adMission
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Contact Makinzie Foos at 901.205.1460 

or mfoos@grizzlies.com

GRIZZ VS. MAVS

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Free Tour de Grizz Souvenir
• Memphis Zoo admission, with
   registration starting at 1pm 
• Group Bike Ride departs at 5:30pm, 
   rain or shine
• • Escorted round-trip by the Memphis
   Police Department
• Valet Bike Parking at Memphis Zoo 
   and FedExForum

April 7
Tour de Grizz
Ride begins at 5:30 p.m.
$25 oR $45 (pRice dependent on seating level)
all ages and expeRience welcome

We’ve teamed up with the Memphis  
Grizzlies for the fourth-annual Tour de Grizz. 
This bicycling event will start at the Zoo, head  
to the FedEx Forum for a Grizzlies game and  
end with a post-game party. Call (901) 205-1460 
or visit memphiszoo.org for details. Bicycle  
storage available at Zoo and Forum.

Party for the Planet 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. • included with Zoo admission

The Memphis Zoo is joining with the  
Association of Zoos and Aquariums to  
celebrate Earth Day by throwing a Party for  
the Planet! We are working hard to save some  
of the world’s endangered animals and to  
protect the environment in which we all live. 
Join us for our Earth Day celebration and  
learn all about conservation through information 
stations, special keeper chats, a scavenger  
hunt and eco-friendly crafts and games! 

April 21

Stay tuned for details on these events!

Looking Ahead

Make plans to be at the Zoo  
Memorial Day weekend to participate  
in these great activities:
Zoom Through the Zoo — May 24 
(Online registration begins March 15)
Zoo Brew — May 25
Members Party — May 27

May 25 
Zoo Brew Member Pre-sale
Begins April 1
$30/membeRs; $35/nonmembeRs

limit four tickets per member household

If you plan to attend Zoo Brew on May 25, 
mark your calendar for April 1 when tickets go 
on sale! This is one of the Zoo’s hottest tickets, 
and the event will sell out quickly. Be the first 
to purchase your Zoo Brew 2012 tickets. Visit 
memphiszoo.org or call (901) 333-6572.

Zoo Brew V.I.P. Dino Lounge
exclusively in Spring 2012

$50/members; $55/nonmembers

Upgrade your Zoo Brew ticket for access  
to the V.I.P Dino Lounge. This area will fea-
ture brew masters providing limited edition 
specialty beers, exclusive entry into the Dino 
Lounge and early entry into the event. Price 
includes entry to V.I.P. Dino Lounge and Zoo 
Brew. Visit memphiszoo.org for details.

Wild World of  
Wine and Beer
7 to 10 p.m.
$45/membeRs

$55/nonmembeRs

for tickets call (901) 333-6553  
or visit memphisZoo.org. 

Join us at Teton Trek for  
the 14th annual Wild World of  
Wine and Beer. We’ll enjoy food,  
wine, beer and a silent auction for artwork  
from some of the Zoo’s very own artists.  
This event is the Zoo’s largest conservation  
fundraiser and supports conservation here  
and around the globe. See the ad on page 4  
for details.

Plan a Dino Party
Be a part of what everyone is talking 

about this spring, and throw your own  
Dino Party at the Zoo! We have packages 
available for after-hours rentals that include 
the Courtyard and the Dinosaur exhibit, 
exclusively for you and your guests.  
Contact our private events department at 
(901) 333-6571, or visit memphiszoo.org/
dinosaurs.
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Good Friday 

First Day  
of Spring 

Easter

Wild  
World of Wine 

and Beer

Dinosaurs 
open

Tour de 
Grizz

Spring Break Camp 
March 12-16

Members Only
Zoo Brew 
Pre-Sale

Party  
for the  
Planet

Homeschool 
Workshop

Homeschool 
Workshop

Dinos opens  
to members

Free tennessee 

Tuesday will NOT be 

observed during the 

month of March.

Zoo Hours Change 
The Zoo returns to its spring schedule March 1.

Open until 6 p.m., last admission at 5 p.m.
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Zoo 
Spotlight

Zoo 
Spotlight

Kathy Fay and  

Richard Meek

(above) As one of her swing keeper duties in 1988,  

kathy took care of the Zoo’s elephants. 

(near right) Richard hand-feeds one of his  

cherished giraffes, “Angela kate.” 

(far right) kathy and Richard enjoying the view 

together at the Grand Canyon National Park.

2012

This spring the Memphis Zoo will say  
farewell to two of its most beloved zookeepers, 
Kathy Fay and Richard Meek. The couple, who 
have been married for eight years, are retiring 
together in April.

Fans may recognize Kathy from the Zoo’s  
sea lion show, which she narrated for 18 years. 
More recently, Kathy has been working in the 
CHINA exhibit. Richard is best known for  
his popular keeper chat with the giraffes.

Richard studied biology and English at  
Hendrix College and taught high school biology  
in Arkansas before coming to work at the  
Memphis Zoo where he first served as  
Curator of Education. Kathy studied biology  
and veterinary medicine at the University of  
Illinois. Both have had long fulfilling careers at 
the Zoo. Richard has worked here since 1974. 
Kathy started working at the Zoo in 1987.

“We live and breathe the Zoo,” Kathy says, 
“We like to take long walks together where we 
talk about our favorite animals and what goes  
on in our separate zones from day to day.”

Kathy and Richard met in 1987 during an 
eight-hour assignment in which they had to  

clean a barn. By the end of the day, Richard 
says he was in love. 

In addition to animals, Kathy and Richard 
love baseball and their favorite team, the Mem-
phis Redbirds. In fact, it seems the Redbirds have 
played a major part in the story of their romance.

“For our first date, we went to a Redbirds 
game, which then was called the Chicks,” says 
Kathy, “We married in Naperville, Illinois so we 
could go to the Chicago Cubs game after the 
wedding. We are retiring on April 1, and on April 
2 we are getting season tickets to the Redbirds.”

In addition to going to Redbirds games, the 
couple plans to enjoy a simple life after retire-
ment. “We are not traveling, seeing the world  
or doing anything that requires a lot of money. 
We want to read a lot of books and go on walks. 
That’s pretty much it,” says Kathy. “I want to  
ride my motorcycle and do lots of reading. I 
could never get tired of reading,” Richard adds.

When asked what their most memorable 
experience has been at the Zoo, Kathy answers 
that it was hand-raising a fruit bat named 
Cricket; Richard glances at his wife and  
responds, “meeting you.”

Bidding Farewell
by Priyanka Bhagat, Communications Assistant
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Zoo NewsZoo News

MyLife
Read about your life 
daily in the pages of 

For home delivery, call 901.529.2666

Download the  
NEW iPhone App

If you’ve been following 
the Zoo the last several years, 
you know we ventured into 
the world of mobile applica-
tions to help our visitors learn 
more about the Zoo while 
out and about. We recently 
did a major upgrade to the 
iPhone app, which requires an 
all-new download from the 
App Store. Just delete the old 
app, and reinstall the new one 
for an even better mobile experience! We 
also revamped our mobile site. Just visit 
memphiszoo.org/mobile from your phone 
to visit our website on the go!

Elephant Update 
Thank you to everyone who has  

followed along with us through “Gina’s”  
pregnancy. She is still doing very well. 

Our keepers and veterinar-
ians continue to monitor her 
progress through ultra-
sounds and hormone checks. 
She is still on schedule to 
give birth in August, and we 
will keep you updated on her 
progress this summer.

New at the Zoo
An exciting year is  

in store at the Memphis  
Zoo with lots of new  

activities to enhance your Zoo visit. Along 
with the opening of Dinosaurs in March, 
we’re also opening the all-new Giraffe 
Feeding Adventure where you can feed  
giraffes from the palm of your hand 
(details on page 4)! We’re also adding an 
all-new Camel Excursion, open March – 
October. Join us behind the Outpost, next 
to the rhino exhibit, for your camel riding  
adventure! Additional fees apply.



OVERTON PARK |  1930 POPLAR AVENUE |  (901) 272-5142 
 www.mca.edu

REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 2
O N E - W E E K  S E S S I O N S   |   F U L L  D AY  O R  H A L F  D AY

Kids’ Activity Page
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D I N O  S E A R C H

Dinosaurs are coming to the Memphis Zoo this 

spring, but we seemed to have misplaced some 

things! Using the word bank below, can you help 

us find each of the words in this puzzle? Be sure 

to visit us March 10 - July 8 as dinosaurs return 

to the Memphis Zoo!

aNIMaL

BARYONYX
BRACHiOSAuRuS

BoNEs CARNOTAuRuS

DiNOSAuR

TYRANNOSAuRuS

TRiCeRATOPS

STeGOSAuRuS

FossIL

MARCH Zoo MEMphIs
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For more information or to enroll email Education@orpheum-memphis.com or call 529-4242
www.orpheum-memphis.com

Broadway Bootcamp is five full days of 
singing, dancing, acting, and master classes.

In the 2012 Summer Institute students will experience 
firsthand the inner workings of the theatre and 
performing arts business. 

BROADWAY BOOTCAMP

COMING THIS 
SUMMER!

2012 SUMMER INSTITUTE

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade (Ages 12-15)
July 16 - 20 2012, 8:30 AM - 4 PM
Tuition: $225 per student

High School Students (As of September 2012)
June 4 - 8 2012, 8:45 AM - 4 PM
Tuition: $195 per student
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