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Have a question? E-mail us at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org, or call (901) 333-6500

®

Membership Goes Green!
Don’t forget, membership cards  

are now printed directly at the Zoo 
when you arrive. These will no  
longer be mailed. The Memphis Zoo is accredited by the Association of  

Zoos and Aquariums and a member of the World Assoc- 
iation of Zoos and Aquariums. ©2013 Memphis Zoo
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Zoo Admission Hours: 
March - October  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
November - February  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
•  Grounds close one hour after last  
    admission
•  Zoo Closed: Thanksgiving Day, 
    Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Our Mission:
Connecting people with wildlife

Memphis Zoo, Ya Ya and Le Le 
are trademarks of the Memphis Zoo.

Exzooberance™ is a bimonthly Memphis  
Zoological Society publication providing  
information for friends of the Memphis Zoo. 
Send comments to MZS, 2000 Prentiss Place, 
Memphis, TN 38112, call (901) 276-WILD  
or log onto www.memphiszoo.org. 
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In this issue: 

2 Stingray Bay is Here!  
 The Memphis Zoo’s first-ever interactive marine exhibit 
has arrived! Have you ever touched a stingray or a shark? Now 
is your chance with the opening of Stingray Bay. In this issue, 
learn everything you need to know about how to plan your 
visit — and most of all, don’t miss our members-only preview 
March 2-8! 

5 Creature Feature: King of the Jungle   
 This April, we will be celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
The Commercial Appeal Cat Country and the Zoo’s rich history 
of cats over the years. Lions have been Memphis Zoo icons 
since 1909. Find out more about the history of these kings of 
the jungle and which ones have called Memphis Zoo home.

6 An Inside Look:  
 Memphis Zoo Nutrition Center  
 Did you know the Zoo has more than 3,500 animals in its 
collection? And just like us, it is important for these animals to 
eat a healthy, balanced diet every day. That is where the Zoo’s 
nutrition center comes in. Find out what goes into feeding 
everything from cave cockroaches to polar bears. 

10 Happy 20th Anniversary, Cat Country!   
 The Commercial Appeal Cat Country, the Memphis Zoo’s 
first open-air exhibit for large cats, opened April 17, 1993. This 
opening marked not only a new day for the felines, but also 
began a new era for the animal exhibit standard at the Zoo. 
In this issue, find out what got the ball rolling for Memphis to 
become a world-class zoo.  

Depar tments:

  7  Education     8  Special Events 
  9  Calendar     12  Kids’ Activity Page
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Creature Feature

Memphis Zoo

 Lions: 
A Prideful History

(left) The Carnivora Building 
was built in 1909.  

The Commercial Appeal  
Cat Country exhibit was built  

84 years later.

Lower left: “Fred”
Lower middle: “Akeelah” 

& “Thabo”
Lower right: “Bubba”

by Brannon Moore, Marketing Specialist

In April, the Zoo will celebrate the 1993 opening of The  
Commercial Appeal Cat Country exhibit. In honor of Cat Country’s 
20th anniversary, we’d like to briefly take you through our history 
of lions at the Memphis Zoo. 

The Memphis Zoo has made radical changes to its feline  
exhibits since its opening in 1906. In 1906, the year of the Zoo’s  
official birth, A.B Caruthers persuaded the Barnum and Bailey 
Circus to donate a lion to the Memphis community. By 1909 the 
Carnivore facility had been built, and the big cat population at the 
Zoo dramatically increased. 

In 1938, the Zoo was proud to welcome “Prince” and “Sultan.” 
This dynamic pair was trained at the world-famous Lions Motor-
dome Show. They joined “Queen Mary” in hopes of producing a 
new cub (she had 54 in all.) Rumor has it that one of these cubs, 
“Leo,” left to become the MGM Lion. He later returned to the  
Memphis Zoo to spend his final years in retirement. 

Moving forward, the Zoo was growing and making many changes. 
In 1993, the Zoo opened an open-air exhibit, and the new roadmap 
for the Zoo was born. The opening of The Commercial Appeal Cat 
County removed the bars and added a whole new perspective for 
guests. “Firecracker,” a male African lion, was sedated and rolled 
on a gurney from the old Cat House to his new throne, Cat Country. 

In more recent years, “Savannah” and “Fred” enjoyed their  
open lot with plenty of room. Toward the end of the day you could 
always hear Fred announcing to his keepers just how hungry he 
was. Today the Zoo is home to Savannah, “Thabo,” “Akeelah,” and 
“Jamela.” Savannah has definitely taken up the slack in the noise 
department and can be heard by guests from outside the park. 

“Thabo, Akeelah and Jamela spend their days playing hide and 
seek and chasing each other around,” said Memphis Zookeeper 
Morgan Powers. “It’s quite the game of tag.” 

The Memphis Zoo is proud to be the home of lions present and 
past. Rich with history, the Zoo is always changing for the better. 
See page 10 and 11 for a complete history of Cat Country.
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Just like you and me, animals 
have to eat — three hundred 
sixty five days a year, regardless 
of whether it’s Christmas Day, 
Arbor Day or your birthday. So 
every day, Dave Morrow and other 
members of the nutrition staff, can 
be found out on grounds at the 
Memphis Zoo.

When you have 500 different 
species of animals to feed each 
day, that can be one daunting task. 

“We’re kind of like a restaurant 
for some items, but more like a 
warehouse for others,” Morrow 
said. “If it’s food, it comes through 
here, one way or another.”

Morrow, who has been doing 
nutrition work in zoos for more 
than 15 years, has a staff of three 
nutrition technicians that helps in 
the day-to-day aspects of taking 
care of so many animals, each 
with special dietary needs. 

The nutrition center staff has 
a “recipe book” of sorts that they 
follow for each animal species.  
While zoos aren’t regulated in 
what they can and cannot give 
their individual animals, most of 
the animals across the country are 
on similar diets. 

“It used to be that everything 
was different. It was almost an 
adventure every time,” Morrow 
said. “But the communication  
has gotten so much better. We’re 
all interconnected because of 
the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA). Animals move 
to different zoos, so all the diets 

by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

are pretty similar. The nutrition 
centers at various zoos all talk to 
each other.”

If the nutrition center staff 
knows an animal will be transfer-
ring from the Memphis Zoo, they 
will consult with the nutrition 
center staff at the other institution 
to see if gradual transitions need 
to take place.

Sometimes an outside animal 
might change the diet of the ani-
mals here. Such was the case of a 
pygmy loris. Lorises tend to have 
blood sugar and teeth problems. 

“An incoming loris had a dif-
ferent diet than what we were 
feeding our animals here — we 
used to serve our lorises fruit, 
bugs and canned, soft food — but 
this animal was eating lots of fresh 
kale and uncooked carrots,” Mor-
row said. 

Morrow and his team switched 
the Memphis lorises to the kale 
and carrots diet, and haven’t 
looked back since. 

All the animals at the Memphis 
Zoo get restaurant-grade food, fit 
for human consumption. Because 
of the quality of the food, as well 
as the sheer amount of it, the 
grocery bill is one at which most 
Mid-South families would balk. 

For the 2013 fiscal year, the  
estimate for food expenses is 
around $520,000. In a typical 
week, the Memphis Zoo goes 
through 28 cases of kale, 16 cases 
of red apples, 16 cases of bananas 
and 12 bags of carrots. And that’s 

The MeMphis Zoo’s  
2013 food bill

$520,000 
In a typical week, the Zoo  

goes through 28 cases  
of kale, 16 cases of red 

apples, 16 cases of bananas 
and 12 bags of carrots.
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Inside the Zoo

Vanez Robertson prepares food in the early-morning hours.

not even the entire grocery list.
Specialty orders also have to be 

made for certain animals. A ground 
beef diet for exotic carnivores is 
purchased every four months and 
costs about $30,000 per shipment. 
Specialty fish like capelin, herring 
and mackerel are  
brought in by the  
freezer truckload.  
Around 50,000 lbs.  
of top-quality fish  
are brought in every  
year to feed the sea  
lions, penguins and  
bears. 

Even with the  
specialty food, some  
necessary adjustments  
need to be made for  
certain animals. 

When “Teva,” a California sea 
lion was born, Morrow and his 
staff concocted a diet that was 
similar to what sea lions in rehab 
facilities are often given. A mixture 
of ground fish, electrolytes, salmon 
oil and vitamins have to be pureed 
twice a day, so she can have a 
fresh batch. This mixture ensures 

that Teva is getting all the neces-
sary nutrients and vitamins that 
she normally would, thus promot-
ing healthy growth. 

In the zoo world, there’s not a 
profit for doing studies to find out 
the perfect food for red pandas, 

or other “exotic” 
animals. Many times 
a domestic model 
can be used. This is a 
domestic animal that 
is similar to the zoo 
animal in question.

“A zebra’s domestic 
model is pretty easy 
to figure out,” Morrow 
said. “They’re like a 
horse.”

Others, though,  
are trickier. Antelope 
are like goats. A red 

panda is like a dog. Giraffes are like 
cows, because of their stomachs. 
Elephants are actually like horses. 

Every day is certainly new and 
exciting for Morrow and his staff. 
Rain or shine, open or closed, you 
can find the nutrition center staff at 
the Memphis Zoo. 
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Summer Camp 
Register now for the only summer 

camp that lets your child get up close and 
personal with some of the world’s most 
fascinating creatures. Reserve your spot  
by calling (901) 333-6765.
• $165 members/$195 nonmembers
• Price may include admission to one of the  
   Zoo’s seasonal exhibits or special feeding
• Aftercare: $85 members/$95 nonmembers 
If a 2 p.m. pickup is too early for your 
schedule, we offer aftercare for Pre-K-5th 
grade each day.

Colors	and	patterns
Jr. K – Kindergarten 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19

Come explore the colors and patterns 
of nature’s animals. Which animals are 
brown, red or white; which animals have 
spots or stripes? Learn how color, spots, 
and stripes can be helpful to an animal. 
Child must be 4 years old and potty trained by 
May 1 to attend this camp. 

Animals	on	the	move
Jr. K – Kindergarten 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Swinging through the trees, running  
on the ground or gliding through the water. 
These are just some of the interesting ways 
that animals move around. Discover how 
and why animals move so differently.  
Child must be 4 years old and potty trained  
by May 1 to attend this camp. 

sense-able	Animals
Jr. K – Kindergarten 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19, 
July 29-August 2

Ever wonder how animals see after  
dark, hear under the water, and feel with- 
out fingers? In this new and “tasteful” class 
we will see how humans and animals make 
“sense” of things as they explore their 
homes. Child must be 4 years old and potty 
trained by May 1 to attend this camp

What	a	Watery	Life
1st-2nd Grade 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19, 
July 29-August 2

From stingrays to sharks, sea lions to 
penguins, fish to turtles, your child will 
learn what animals need to live in their 
watery home. 

Extreme	Animals
1st-2nd Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Imagine making your home on the 
side of a volcano or even a glacier! Some 
animals take “living on the edge” to the 
extreme — discover how in this exciting 
exploration.

Winged	Wonders
1st-2nd Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Spread your wings and fly! Uncover the 
fascinating world of birds, bats, and even 
stingrays in this gravity-defying camp. 

Animal	Toys	and	Treats
3rd-5th Grade 
June 10-14, June 24-28, July 8-12, July 22-26

Everyone loves toys and treats, and 
wild animals are no exception! Learn how 
the Zoo enhances the lives of our animals 
by creating a more natural and stimulating 
environment. 

ZsI:	memphis
3rd-5th Grade 
June 3-7, June 17-21, July 1-5, July 15-19,  
July 29-Aug. 2

From bugs to bones to bite marks, this 
camp will investigate the crime-solving 
capabilities of creatures and critters.

memphis	Zoo	U
6th-8th Grade 
June 17-21, June 24-28, July 8-12

At Zoo University, campers  
experience the Zoo like never before.  
Participate in behind-the-scenes  
tours, create animal enrichment,  
perform hands-on experiments,  
meet live animal ambassadors,  
and see how animals inspire  
scientists to new heights in tech- 
nology and research.

Spring Break Camp 2013

Discover more  
programs and get  

more information at

memphis
zoo.org

Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

NanoDays returns to the Memphis Zoo 
April 3, 2013! We invite you to join us as  
we celebrate nano and nature. Using hands-
on demonstrations, we will explore how 
scientists are using the world around us as 
inspiration for new and exciting develop-
ments in engineering and technology.

NanoDays 
exPerience The  
MeMPhis Zoo aT  
The nano level.
aPril 3
9 a.M. To 1 P.M.
included wiTh  
Zoo adMissionB
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Conservation Camp 

Registration deadline March 4 
Conservation Camp — going, 

going, saved! While exploring the 
Zoo and participating in fun games, 
crafts, and interactive experiments, 
spring break campers will learn  
how special our endangered  
animals are and what they can  
do to help save these important  
animals from extinction.  

March 11-15 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
2013 prices: Member per day $45; 
Nonmember per day $55

Three class groups offered:
• Jr. K-K (Child must be 4 years  
old and potty trained by the  
program date to attend this camp)
• 1st-2nd Grade
• 3rd-5th Grade

Aftercare 2013 

Member per day $20;  
Nonmember per day $30

Aftercare 2 to 5:30 p.m.: If a  
2 p.m. pickup is too early for your 
schedule, we offer aftercare for  
Pre-K-5th grade each day. After- 
care consists of educational  
videos, exciting activities, and fun 
games for your child to unwind after 
a full day of camp.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13    GRIZZ  VS  CLIPPERS    

April 13
Tour de Grizz
Ride begins at 4:45 p.m. 
$30 oR $60 (pRice dependent on seating level) 
all ages and expeRience welcome

Join us when the Memphis Grizzlies take 
on the Los Angeles Clippers at the fifth annual 
Tour de Grizz. This bicycling event will start 
at the Zoo and head to the FedEx Forum for a 
Grizzlies game. Your ticket gets you an all-day 
pass to the Zoo, a ticket to the Grizzlies game 
(terrace and plaza levels available), your entry 
fee for the ride and a special Tour de Grizz  
T-shirt. Call (901)205-1460 or visit memphiszoo. 
org for details. Bicycle storage available at the 
Zoo and Forum.

Party for the Planet 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. • included with Zoo admission

The Memphis Zoo is joining with the  
Association of Zoos and Aquariums to  
celebrate Earth Day by throwing a Party for  
the Planet! We are working hard to save some  
of the world’s endangered animals and to  
protect the environment in which we all live. 
Join us for our Earth Day celebration and  
learn all about conservation through information 
stations, special keeper chats, a scavenger  
hunt and eco-friendly crafts and games! 

April 20

Looking Ahead 
Stay tuned for details on these events!

Make plans to be at the Zoo  
Memorial Day weekend to participate  
in these great activities:
Zoom Through the Zoo — May 23
Zoo Brew — May 24
Members Party — May 26

8888

Stingray Bay  
Member Preview

Stingray Bay opens to Zoo members  
for a special preview March 2-8. Be the  
first to see this all-new exhibit at the  
Memphis Zoo. Admission fees apply.  
Details on pages 2-3.

March 2-8

April 12
Wild World of  
Wine and Beer
presented by autoZone

7 to 10 p.m. • $45/members, $55/nonmembers

FoR tickets call (901) 333-6553  
or visit memphisZoo.org. 

Wild World of Wine and Beer returns for its  
15th anniversary as the Zoo’s largest conservation 
fundraiser. We will enjoy food, wine, beer and a 
silent auction for artwork from some of the Zoo’s 
very own artists. This event supports conservation 
here and around the globe.

April 1 
Zoo Brew Tickets  
Go On Sale 

If you plan to attend Zoo Brew on May 
24, mark your calendar for April 1 when 
tickets go on sale! This is one of the Zoo’s 
hottest tickets, and the event will sell out 
quickly. Be the first to purchase your Zoo 
Brew 2013 tickets. Visit memphiszoo.org or 
call (901) 333-6572.

Presented by

Cat Country Celebration
included with Zoo admission 

Happy Anniversary, Cat Country! This 
exhibit turns 20 years old April 17, and 
we’re celebrating with activities throughout 
the day Saturday, April 20. Stay tuned to 
memphiszoo.org for details about this special 
anniversary celebration.

 



Zoo Brew
Tickets on sale
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Members March 2-8
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Zoo Hours Change 
The Zoo returns to its spring schedule March 1.

Open until 6 p.m., last admission at 5 p.m.
Children’s Rides 

Open

Spring Break Camp
March 11-15

March 2

Camel Excursions  
Opens to the Public 

Giraffe Feeding Adventure  
Opens to the Public

March 9

Stingray Bay  
Opens to the Public 

Cat Country 
20th Anniversary  

Celebration  
April 20-21
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brooksmuseum.org   901.544.6200

thursday 
march 14
10 am – 2 pm 

Spring break  
chalk art feStival
*Join local artists and transform the Brooks plaza into 
a colorful canvas. Make your own work, or choose a 
template of art on view at the museum to guide you. 
No experience necessary. 

bring your own chalk or paStelS or buy them here for 
$3. free admiSSion. *weather permitting

saturday 
march  9
10am – 1pm

creation Station
playful paper dollS
Inspired by the images of girls in the Brooks’ exhibition, 
Angels & Tomboys: Girlhood in 19th-Century American 
Art, youngsters will make their own paper dolls and 
decorate them with fabric, ribbon, and paper.

SponSored by thomaS & bettS. included with muSeum admiSSion. 
free for brookS memberS and children 6 & under

Angels & Tomboys: Girlhood in 19th-Century American Art is on 
view through May 12, and organized by the Newark Museum.

at the 
museum

TM

saturday 
april 13
10am – 1pm

creation Station
flower Shower
Experiment with spray bottle art to create an April 
shower of flowers. Guide the watercolor showers as 
they fall, and watch as a beautiful garden of flowers 
emerges.
 

march/april
featured eventS
for the family

SponSored by thomaS & bettS. included with muSeum admiSSion. 
free for brookS memberS and children 6 & under

exhibition sponsors

Family day sponsor



For tickets call 901-525-3000 or 
visit www.orpheum-memphis.com

AVAILABLE FOR
GROUPS OF 10+! 
CALL LINDSAY AT 529-4244 

GRUG (AT THE BUCKMAN PERFORMING AND FINE ARTS CENTER)

Sunday, March 24, 2013 at 6pm

Resembling a small, striped haystack with feet and a nose, Grug is fascinated by the 

world around him and solves everyday problems creatively and without fuss. Ted 

Prior’s hugely popular character is brought to life in this magical stage production for 

very young theatre lovers.

BROADWAY BOOTCAMP

Get ready for five days of singing, dancing and acting! During Broadway Boot 

Camp students will learn everything from kick ball changes to historical contexts of 

Broadway musicals, to possible careers in professional theatre. Students will work with 

professional artists to create a one of a kind production. 

The Senior Company (9th-12th grade) July 15-19, 2013 - 8:45am-4:00pm

The Junior Company (6th-8th grade) July 22-26, 2013 - 8:45am-4:00pm
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