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Creature feature – 
Zebu

Zebu are a type of cattle  
famous for their size — their  
small size that is! Read more  
about these cattle that are  
considered the only truly  
miniature cattle in the world.
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Conservation: 
backyard Wildlife

The wildlife you see in your 
own backyard plays a big role in 
sustaining the ecosystem in which 
it lives. Learn how you can create 
a natural sanctuary for birds, 
bees, bats and butterflies.e
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rediscover:  
a look back

The Memphis Zoo has changed 
a lot, from the inside out. Learn 
from Assistant Curator Houston 
Winbigler how life at the Zoo has 
changed over the years as you 
Rediscover your Memphis Zoo.
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Memorial day 
Weekend

Summer is almost here, and 
you’re invited to celebrate with 
3,500 of your wildest friends! Use 
this schedule of events to find out 
how you can make the most of 
your holiday weekend at the Zoo!

(see left)
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Miniature Zebu Cattle

by Natalie Wood, Communications Intern

Will the Farm’s newest animal please stand 
up? Miniature zebu cattle can now be found at 
the Once Upon A Farm exhibit, which is located 
on the west end of the Zoo. These animals are 
so small, you might miss them!

“Right now they’re just cute as buttons, 
and everyone thinks they’re just as adorable 
as we do,” said Sara Taylor, Memphis Zoo swing 
keeper. “Of course, people are always really 
excited to see babies, and I’m really excited to 
work with them. The little cows definitely add 
something fresh and unique to the exhibit.”

The name “zebu” is derived from the Tibetan 
word “ceba,” which means “hump.” These mini 

CreaTure feaTure        

Great Things  
Come In Small  
Packages

moos are an ancient breed of cattle, possibly 
dating back as far as 3,000 B.C., that have a 
small hump on their back. They are typically  
32 to 36 inches in height and weigh between 
250 and 400 pounds. Although the small  
cattle naturally have horns, ours are “polled,” 
meaning that their horns have been removed. 

“Red Pepper” is a four-month-old bull that 
is reddish-brown in color with white markings 
on his forehead. “Dandy,” also a reddish-brown 
color, is a six-month-old calf who is extremely 
friendly. The largest and eldest of the three 
zebus, “Annabelle,” is a shy calf that is gray. 

Originally from Sri Lanka, the dwarf cattle 
are most commonly found in Africa and Asia. 
Miniature zebus are considered sacred in the 
Hindu religion because it is believed that when 
a person dies, they can come back to life in the 
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form of a cow. Therefore, it is illegal to kill a 

miniature zebu in India. 

These animals thrive in high temperatures 

and tropical climates. Miniature zebus have 

very thick skin, which contains glands that 

secrete an oily substance that allows them to 

repel insects. This unique characteristic and 

added protection makes them immune to many 

tropical diseases that bugs might carry. 

Be sure to pay our little livestock a visit  

the next time you’re at the Memphis Zoo.  

You may have to search high and low for them 

(mostly low), but don’t give up! Our miniature 

zebu are an extraordinary addition to the Once 

Upon A Farm exhibit that you won’t want to 

miss. And don’t forget—great things come in 

small packages. 



Creating a Backyard  
Sanctuary

by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

When you visit the Memphis Zoo, you  

learn about exceptional creatures from all 

over the planet. But did you know that you 

have exceptional creatures right in your  

own backyard?

These animals include birds, bats,  

butterflies and bees (referred to as the four 

Bs.) Our food chain is extremely diverse and 

complex, and is highly dependent on every  

active member. The four Bs play a larger role 

in this than one would think.  

“Bees and butterflies are major pollinators  

of plants and crops. Birds and bats keep pest  

populations in check,” said John Bursi, Green 

Intern.  “By providing a backyard sanctuary 

for these animals, you are promoting a more 

sustainable biosphere.”

But how do you go about creating a  

backyard sanctuary? It’s quite simple, really. 

According to Bursi, many of the things that 

attract one of the four Bs also attracts  

the others. 

Birds and bats both need a place for  

shelter. Birds like to nest, while bats like  

to roost. Birdhouses and bat boxes are  
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two excellent ways for you to provide  

homes for these creatures. Bats and  

birds also need plenty of water. By adding  

a small water source to your property, you 

provide a water source for the animals,  

promote abundant plant growth and  

increase your property value. 

Bees and butterflies are both attracted  

to flowers. However, the color of the flowers  

is important depending on which species 

you’re trying to attract. Bees are attracted  

to blue, purple and yellow blooms, while  

butterflies are attracted to reds, yellow,  

pink and purple blossoms. 

To learn more about creating your  

own backyard sanctuary, please visit our 

website where you can download a PDF  

with a simple, how-to guide. Once you’ve  

created your backyard sanctuary, all that’s 

left to do is certify it. We provide direct  

links at memphiszoo.org to the National  

Wildlife Federation’s Certified Wildlife  

Habitat® program. 

birds 
batsButterflies 

Visit  
memphiszoo.org  

to download a PDF  
on how to create  

your own  
backyard sanctuary.

Once you’ve created  
your backyard  

sanctuary, you can  
certify it online.

ConserVaTion
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May/June

Enrichment Programs
Enrichment 

Day
May 26

What is enrichment?

by Abbey Dane, Director of Marketing 
and Communications

Build up. Sweeten. Jazz up. These are just a  
few synonyms of a word used a lot at the Memphis 
Zoo. When it comes to the animals in our care, we 
strive daily to supplement, better, augment and 
upgrade their quality of life. In another word,  
we do all we can to enrich. 

Enrichment takes on many different forms  
depending on the animals’ needs, but the common 
goal of all enrichment is to stimulate each animal 
to use its natural instincts and live the same  
quality of life it would live in its natural  
environment. Enrichment activities not only  
entertain the animals, but also cause them to 
think, problem solve and work the same ways  
they would in the wild.

It’s not always easy to find ways to engage the 
animals in natural behavior, but zookeepers have 
become very resourceful to help the animals.

“Many times our visitors are shocked to see a 
large, rubber trash can in our wombat exhibit,” 
said Animals of the Night keeper Amber Babst. 
“But ‘Kindalin’ loves it! Wombats are natural  

burrowers. Having something as simple as a trash 
can in his exhibit gives him a den to nestle into 
whenever he wants.”

Blankets for the orangutans. A passion flower 
vine for the sloths. Colorful balls for the bonobos. 
Even a plastic snowman for the polar bears! These 
are all forms of enrichment you’ve probably seen 
at the Zoo, and they are much more than just toys. 
They are ways for our animals to just be themselves 
and enjoy the environment in which they live. 

“Think of it like your cat at home,” explained  
CHINA keeper, Jamie McTyre. “When you play 
with it by dangling a string in front of it, you are 
doing more than just playing. By doing this you 
are actually promoting your cat’s natural hunting 
instinct as you see it stalk and eventually pounce 
on the toy. It’s fun for you both, but it’s also  
keeping its body healthy and its brain active.”

This Memorial Day, we are celebrating our 
animals with a full day of enrichment activities 
throughout the Zoo. When you visit us May 26,  
be sure to grab a special schedule of all the  
enrichment taking place. We promise you will  
walk away feeling boosted. Elevated. Sharpened … 
maybe even enriched.

Wombat

Bonobo



Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

Call to register!  (901) 333-6576
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June/July/augusT

Zoo Camps
Registrations prior  

to June 1 receive one  

Free
Camp T-shirt

per camper

JK-K

(To attend, child must be 4-years-old and potty-
trained by start date of registered class.)

 
Growing Wild
June 2-6, June 16–20, June 30–July 4, July 14–18, 
July 28–August 1

All animals have to grow up eventually, and 
they have lots to learn along the way. 

 
Classy Critters
June 9-13, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 21-25

Discover the fun side of critter classification.
 

Big & Small, Short & Tall
June 9-13, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 21-25

Learn all about animal opposites.
 

1st-2nd grade

Journey to the Top
June 2-6, June 16–20, June 30–July 4, July 14–18, 
July 28–August 1

Trek to the Tetons, ascend to the top of  
Everest, and conquer Kilimanjaro to discover the 
adaptations of the animals who survive here.

 
Animal Appetites
June 9-13, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 21-25

Feed your curiosity and learn what animals eat.

3rd-5th grade 

Wildlife Weirdos
June 2-6, June 16–20, June 30–July 4, July 14–18, 
July 28–August 1

Delve into the weird and the wacky of the 
animal kingdom.

 
Alien Invaders
June 9-13, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 21-25

Learn how plant and animal “aliens” can wreak  
havoc on an ecosystem.

 

6th-8th grade

Memphis Zoo U: Class of ’14
June 9-13, June 23-27, July 7-11

At Zoo University, campers experience the Zoo 
like never before. Participate in all-new, behind-
the-scenes tours, create animal enrichment, 
perform hands-on experiments, meet live  
animal ambassadors and see how animals inspire  
scientists to new heights in technology  
and research.

 
Aftercare 3 to 6 p.m.

If 3 p.m. is too early for your schedule, we offer 
aftercare until 6 p.m. Aftercare consists of educa-
tional videos, exciting activities and fun games 
for your child to unwind after a full day of camp.

Aftercare Cost: $85/members; $95/nonmembers

Registration deadline:  
The Monday before 
registered camp week

June 2-August 1

Monday-Friday

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Cost per Week: $165/members;  

$195/nonmembers

Send your child to the wildest 

camp around: ZOO CAMP.  

Campers will explore the  

fascinating world of animals 

while participating in fun games, 

crafts, tours, keeper chats, live 

animal visits and more. Parents 

must provide a non-refrigerated, 

non-microwavable lunch.



Pre-registration is required. Prices are subject to change. The Education Department reserves the right to cancel a program due to insufficient registration.

May/June

Edzoocation Programs

stroller safari, Members only

Z is for Zebra — Saturday, May 3, 10 a.m.

F is for Frog — Tuesday, May 20, 10 a.m. 

$3 per participant.

Join us on a fun and interactive tour ending 
with story time for the little ones and a special 
visit from one of our animals. Tickets can be  
purchased at the Membership gate upon arrival.

homeschool day

1st-12th grades • Wednesday, May 21 • 1-3 p.m.
Registration Deadline:  Monday, May 19
$15/members; $18/nonmembers
Call (901) 333-6576 to register.

Bear Awareness and Conservation 
Celebrate National Bear Awareness Week with 

Homeschool Days at the Memphis Zoo. Students 

Don’t forget to  
set the date!  
See you at the 
Zoo in May and 
June.

Throughout the year, the  

Memphis Zoo’s Education  

Department hosts several  

special Zoo-wide events 

designed to make your visit 

an unforgettable, enjoyable 

and educational experience. 

Check out what we’ve got going 

on within the next couple of 

months.

Z is for Zebra        bear awareness     Trees for Wildlife

Trees for Wildlife

Did you take home a tree during our Party  
for the Planet event with National Wildlife 
Foundation? We would love to hear how it’s doing! 
Send us photos of you with your tree or post them 
to twitter and Instagram. #treesforwildlife 

will explore the unique habitats and adaptations  
of the many bears that call the Memphis Zoo  
home, as well as discover ways they can help  
promote bear conservation and awareness in their  
communities. Join us for a “beary” wild day. 

7

Discover  
more programs  

and get more  
information at

memphiszoo.org
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#10*  Save money on that trip to the beach 
by traveling to Stingray Bay where you’ll meet 
stingrays and sharks up close. You can even get 
great seafood at Ray’s Grille! #fishtacos

#9  Instead of spending $100 for one night 
in a hotel, spend $99 for one YEAR at the Zoo! 
#membershiprocks 

#8  Zoom Through the Zoo is the only race in 
the world where you’ll run through both China 
AND Africa. #braggingrights

#7  Consider yourself a beer connoisseur?  
Fine tune your craft when you sample beers from 
around the world at Zoo Brew. #beerology

Top Ten Reasons 
to Visit the Zoo 
Memorial Day 
Weekend

Tweet your favorite  

reasons you’ll be visiting  

the Zoo Memorial Day  

weekend @memphiszoo 

#memzoorocks

May/June

Special Events

#6  Members can party for free Sunday Night,  
May 25. #membershipperks

#5  We have meerkat babies, a growing snow leopard 
cub, stingray pups, two lambs… #thelistgoeson

#4*  Feeding sticks return as the all-new Budgie 
House opens Saturday, May 24. #feedthebirds

#3*  Giraffe feedings give a whole new meaning to 
up-close and personal. #personalspace

#2  One of the top Zoos in the country is right under 
your nose. #MemphisZoo

#1  What better way to kick off summer vacation? 
#lionstigersbears #ohmy

*additional fees apply
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Bear Awareness Week

Zoo Camp  June 2-6

Zoo Camp  June 9-13

Zoo Camp  June 16-20

Zoo Camp  June 23-27

Zoo Camp  June 30-July 4

   sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs fri sat
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Mother’s Day

Memorial Day  
Zoo open

Father’s 
Day

Homeschool DaysStroller Safari
Zoom Through  

the Zoo
Zoo Brew The Budgie  

House Opens

Father’s Day  
Owl Prowl

Enrichment DayMembers  
Night

Folk music  
at the Farm

Stroller Safari

Baby Day

M.O.M. Awareness  
Event

Folk music  
at the Farm

July Zoo Camp 
July 7-11, July 14-18,  

July 21-25,  
July 28-Aug 1

M
ay

 ’1
4

M
ay

 ’1
4
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by Laura Doty, Communications Specialist

Houston Winbigler has been at the Memphis Zoo 
for 42 years. He’s seen animals and people come and 
go. Yet one thing has remained the same — change, 
change for the better. 

Winbigler caught the “zoo bug,” as he calls it, 
early on in his life. His parents were proud of the 
Zoo, which at that time was the country’s “largest 
free zoo,” and would bring relatives whenever they 
came to town. He fondly remembers coming home 
from Sunday School, watching the Zoo Parade and  
spending the day roaming the park. “Once, a bear 
keeper let me throw a handful of bear mix — a 
ground up glob of red meat, fish, veggies and baby 

Many long-time Memphis 
Zoo fans might remember 
Monkey Island, pictured 
above. Houston Winbigler, 
Assistant Curator, remembers 
watching a keeper paddle a 
row boat to Monkey Island 
and thinking, “I’d give  
anything to do that.”

Winbigler, pictured right at 
age 4, with his parents. The 
Winbigler family would bring 
relatives to the Memphis Zoo 
whenever they came to town. 
He caught the “zoo bug”  
early on.

feaTure/sTory

Rediscover the Memphis Zoo

cereal,” Winbigler said. “I was hooked. Later, I saw 
the same keeper paddle the boat over to Monkey 
Island, and I thought, ‘I’d give anything to do that.’” 
He’s done that and more during his tenure here. And  
over time, he’s watched the Memphis Zoo change. 

One of his favorite memories is of “Barbara,”  
a spotted leopard. Barbara was a gift from the  
Ringling Circus, as she didn’t have the heart for  
show business.  

“She lived her life in cages — either in circus  
cages, or our old Cat House,” Winbigler said.  
“Watching Barbara make her first tentative steps  
on living grass after her 1993 move to Cat Country  
ranks pretty high in my favorite memories.”

Besides Cat Country, Winbigler has seen the  
improvements to many other exhibits, including  
the Round Barn and Primate Canyon. According  
to Winbigler, when he first started working here,  
the Round Barn had one water faucet. The Primate 
House was of the “sterile, 1950s style,” not the lush, 
open areas that represent Primate Canyon now. 

In the end, Winbigler knows how lucky he is. 
“I’ve had a couple of friends who were African  

elephants,” he said. “I’ve had the opportunity to 
work with some of the warmest, most brilliant and 
most eccentric people on the planet.”

And he wouldn’t change anything about it.   

Email us your old Zoo photos at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org

Then and now — 42 years in the making



support the memphis zoo with fred’s

Receive
$4 Off
Memphis Zoo  
General Admission
When you purchase a Panda Pal  
May 20–July 4 at any local fred’s store!

fredsinc.com

stingray babies

What is better than getting up close and personal 
with stingrays? Getting up close and personal with 
BABY stingrays! A large number of cownose stingray 
babies, referred to as pups, were born at the Memphis 
Zoo during the winter months, and now they can be 
seen at Stingray Bay. Until the pups grow bigger and 
stronger, they will be in a small nursery area inside 
the main pool.

Stingrays give birth to live young. As soon as the 
mom delivers them, they immediately begin to swim 
on their own. The pups actually look like a miniature 
version of their adult parents. Visit these young  
additions to Stingray Bay.

aZa accreditation

In March the Memphis Zoo hosted the Mid-Year 
meeting of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
(AZA) during which more than 700 zoo professionals 
from all over the country visited Memphis to take part 

Zoo/neWs        

in various seminars and meetings. During that time, 
the Memphis Zoo accreditation with the AZA was 
extended another five years. 

To be accredited, the Memphis Zoo underwent  
a thorough review to ensure it has met and will  
continue to meet, ever-rising standards, in animal 
care, veterinary programs, conservation, education, 
and safety. AZA requires zoos and aquariums to  
successfully complete this rigorous accreditation 
process every five years in order to be members of  
the Association.

Trees for wildlife

If you visited the Zoo Saturday, April 26 during our 
Party for the Planet, you may have gone home with 
a special gift from the Zoo — your very own tree! As 
part of a program called Trees for Wildlife from the 
National Wildlife Foundation, the Zoo was granted 
200 trees. Of those, 100 trees were planted on Zoo 
grounds in the “Polar Bear Forest” and the rest were 
given away to visitors who were encouraged to plant 
the tree as a way to reduce their carbon footprint.

Email us your old Zoo photos at zooinfo@memphiszoo.org 11
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Creation Station
May 3 + June 14  
froM 11 aM to 1 pM
An exciting drop-in art-making activity for children and 
their grown-ups. On June 14, watch as Memphis
Knit Mafia yarn bombs the Brooks in celebration of the 
opening of Marisol: Sculptures and Works on Paper. 
Hang out on the Brooks Plaza to enjoy music, food 
trucks, and creative, colorful knitting!
Included wIth museum admIssIon.

Wacky Wednesdays  
June + July 
froM 10 aM to 12 pM
Every Wednesday in June and July, come get wacky 
at the Brooks! Children of all ages and their adult 
friends can drop into our open Artworks Studio and 
create a variety of projects using many different 
materials. They can also watch a multitude of short 
films made just for kids.
Free admIssIon.

Creation Station SponSored by 

Bring your whole 
family to the Brooks 

to experience the 
world of art first-hand. 

Tour the galleries with 
an interactive family 

guide and then channel 
your own creativity. Free 

with museum admission. 
Children 6 & under are 

always free.

uPCOMing 
KidS 

EvEnTS

Wednesday – Friday
10 am – 4 pm
Thursday
10 am – 8 pm

Saturday
10 am – 5 pm
Sunday
11 am – 5 pm

MuseuM adMission
$7 adults / $6 seniors (65+) / $3 students 
Free for children 6 & under and Brooks members

               Wednesday is fred’s Free Wednesday!

MuseuM Hours
Next-door to the Zoo! 
Overton Park | Memphis

www.brooksmuseum.org

MuseuM location

Community partnerS
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